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As COVID advice is constantly changing, please check the 
Society’s website for news and updates on activities: 
www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk. 

Decent weather enabled our annual Victorian Cricket 

Match to go ahead on Sunday 19th June. Our intrepid 
Captain, Peter Horrocks reports: “Despite a gloomy 
forecast the weather held and we had a full day’s play. The 
ground looked glorious and numerous red kites were 
swirling dramatically around us as we played.  

 “With late cancellations, there were some alarms about 
mustering a team this year, but thanks to two gallant lady 
spectators stepping in we duly deployed a full XI. The 
SHSL got off to a good start, securing two early wickets. 
An impressive century by one of the PGW batsmen then 
put them in a good position leading to a declaration on 225 
for 4.  

 “What followed was a stellar opening stand by Ed and 
Rob Hamill, some of the finest batting the series has seen. 
Ed scored 101 before retiring once defeat was no longer an 
issue. Ultimately, a target of 226 runs to win was just 
beyond us and we fell 26 runs short at the 6pm close. 
However, it was an exciting run chase and a very absorbing 
day’s cricket, one of the best in the history of the fixture. 
Under 1895 laws, with no limited overs, falling 26 runs 
short simply meant a draw. We remain one up in the series.  

 “A welcome visitor was Jack Russell, the former 
England and Gloucestershire wicket keeper and batsman, 
now a distinguished artist. He spent some hours at the game 
painting the scene and has indicated that there is a 
likelihood in a few months’ time of prints of his picture 
being available.”  

The Sherlock: From Adler to Amberley team will be 
running a special live podcast on Saturday 16th July at 5pm 
(UK). “We're delighted to announce Leslie Klinger (The 

Annotated Sherlock Holmes) and Bert Coules (BBC 
Radio 4 Sherlock Holmes writer and author of The Further 

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes) will be joining us for a 
recording and a Q & A.” Topics for discussion are ‘The 

Final Problem’, ‘The Empty House’ and The Great Hiatus. 
You can register at http://tinyurl.com/adlertolive  

From Randall Stock: The BSI Trust has scheduled its 
next Lecture for 17th September, in which Ray Betzner 
will be discussing Vincent Starrett’s sonnet, ‘221b’. The 
event is open to all Sherlockians and is free online via 
Zoom, but advance registration is required. For details go 
to: http://www.bsitrust.org/2022/05/save-date-2022-
lecture.html  

Also, the BSI Trust has opened applications for 
Fellowships of up to $2,500. Details and deadlines are at 
http://www.bsitrust.org/2022/05/fellowships.html 

We like to remind our readers to subscribe to The Baker 

Street Journal, because it entitles you to receive their 
excellent Christmas Annual – available only to subscribers. 
https://bakerstreetirregulars.com/the-baker-street-journal/ 
The 2021 Annual is of particular interest to members of our 
Society. “The Dean of British Sherlockians” – A 

Celebration of the Life and Works of S.C. Roberts 

edited by Nicholas Utechin with Roger Johnson and Guy 
Marriott, examines the early history of the SHSL and the 
influence of its first President.  

COMPETITION: We have three copies of this 
excellent publication to give away to the first readers who 
can answer this question: In what year did the Baker Street 

Irregulars and the original Sherlock Holmes Society hold 

their first official meetings? Answers to me by post or 
email (see details above) by 15th July. 

Joe Page from the Shaka Sherlockians says: “I’m pleased 
to advise that the video of our May 14th meeting is now on 
our website www.shakasherlockian.com. Look under 
Meetings / Calendar. The first few minutes are a bit out-of-
sync but pleased to note that the marvellous presentation 
by Professor Russell Merritt, BSI is in pristine condition. 
Fast forward to the 7-minute mark to watch something 
really special and extremely well-received. Also pleased to 
note that Cenarth Fox, our favourite Sherlockian from 
Down Under, will speak at our next meeting on August 
13th. Further delighted to announce that Roger Johnson, 
renowned British Sherlockian and co-editor of The 

Sherlock Holmes Journal, is now scheduled to be our 
featured speaker on November 12th.” 

Jennie Paton maintains an invaluable archive of 
recordings of all things Sherlockian. As the pandemic has 
eased, virtual meetings by Sherlockian societies are no 
longer a necessity, although some still continue in order to 
include international members. Jennie would appreciate 
hearing from societies who would like to have their 
recorded meetings preserved for posterity. You can contact 
her at jpaton221@gmail.com 

The Reichenbach Irregulars note that they celebrated the 
30th anniversary of the Reichenplaque (the 
commemorative plaque that was unveiled at the Falls on 2 
May 1992). They are now planning their next conference, 
Musings on the Amusements in the Canon which will be 
held in Leukerbad on 1 – 4 June 2023. More information 



about the conference and the society can be found at their 
website www.221b.ch 

From Alexis Barquin: Jermyn Street Theatre in London 
is presenting the UK's first stage adaptation of Conan 
Doyle’s The Poison Belt from 21-30 July 2022. “This hair-
raising tale is as thrilling today as it was a century ago, and 
sheds a light on the darker themes in British classical 
texts.” Tickets are available here: 
https://www.jermynstreettheatre.co.uk/show/the-poison-
belt. There is a limited number of £10 tickets available if 
you use code FF10 – but you will need to be quick! 

Robin Rowles advises that Sherlock Holmes: The Valley 

of Fear will be at Greenwich Theatre 21- 25 September. 
This will be the world premiere of a production by 

Blackeyed Theatre, whose earlier production of The Sign 

of Four was extremely well received. “Crammed full of 
adventure, mystery and, of course, one or two rather 
brilliant deductions, The Valley Of Fear is Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s thrilling final Sherlock Holmes novel 
brought to life in this spectacular new stage adaptation. 
Original music, stylish theatricality and magical story-
telling combine for an unforgettable theatrical experience.” 
https://greenwichtheatre.org.uk/events/sherlock-holmes-
the-valley-of-fear/ 

In 2019, David Stuart Davies’s two-man play Sherlock 

Holmes - the Final Reckoning went down well at the 
Edinburgh Fringe. Since then, it seems to have disappeared 
- until now. Michael Daviot, who played Holmes, has 
posted a complete video recording on YouTube 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f064ZW-TMJY.  

Books of Interest 

Last month we asked: What were Conan Doyle’s pet names 
for the three children of his second marriage? The answers 

are Laddie (Denis), Dimples (Adrian) and Baby or 
Billie (Jean). Those who responded correctly were Mark 

Jones, Nicholas Smith, Charles Foley and Mark 

Johnson, who will be receiving a set of the hardback Baker 

Street Classics editions from The Baker Street Press. 
https://ccsbooks.co.uk/product-category/baker-street-
classics-sherlock-holmes/ 

Mrs. Hudson and the Wild West by Barry Brown (MX 
Publishing, 198 pp, pbk £9.99) This is the seventh offering 
in the amusingly quirky Mrs. Hudson of Baker Street series, 
in which the formidable landlady proves to be the 
unacknowledged sage of Baker Street. When Buffalo Bill 
Cody brings his Wild West Show to London his horse is 
stolen. Mrs. Hudson not only finds the thieves but also 
solves a murder, battles anti-Indian prejudice, and becomes 
a reluctant performer in the Wild West Show. And she still 
finds the time to make scones (plain and raisin-filled). 

A Demi-Decade of the Shingle of Southsea – The World’s 

Greatest Sherlock Holmes Society by Paul Thomas 

Miller (The Shingle of Southsea Press, 397 pp, pbk £9.99) 
The author says, “Have you got too much money? Do you 
hate reading well written things? I can help! Now available 
on Amazon.” The man who designed a set of fortune-telling 
cards inspired by the ghost of Silver Blaze is at it again. If 
you are in need of a giggle, here’s a whopping collection of 

Paul’s unique writings. Chapters include The Reigate 

Winos, Ode to the Pig from Black Peter, The Sherlockian 

Ten Commandments, Was Conan Doyle a Star Wars Fan? 
and The Cheeseboard of Sherlock Holmes. Need I say 
more? 

Obituaries  

We were sorry to learn of the death of Thalia Proctor on 
2nd April 2022 age 51. Along with her mother, Loretta, 
Thalia was a member of our Society. Over her 30-year 
career she was well known within the publishing 
community, most particularly for her knowledge and 
expertise in the crime fiction genre. She had been working 
as editorial manager at publishers Little, Brown, but some 
of our members remember encountering her when she 
worked in London’s specialist crime fiction shops Murder 
One and Crime in Store. You can read a full appreciation of 
her life and career at 
https://www.thebookseller.com/obituaries/obituary-thalia-
proctor 

Periodicals Received: 

The Bilge Pump – The Irregular Publication of the Crew 

of the Barque Lone Star, June 2022 (Steve Mason; 
mason.steve8080@gmail.com ) 

Ineffable Twaddle, June 2022 (The Sound of the 

Baskervilles, Terri Haugen; 
terri@soundofthebaskervilles.com) 

Papers on the Sundial, May 2022 (The Pleasant Places of 

Florida, Jeff and Wanda Dow; ha10tot@verizon.net ) 

Report from the Unscrupulous Rascals, May 2022 (The 
Sherlock Holmes Society of Southern Australia, Mark 
Chellew; mchellew@gmail.com) 

Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, May 2022 (Peter E 
Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, 
USA: blau7103@comcast.net) 

The Serpentine Muse, Autumn/Winter 2021 (The 

Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes, Heather Holloway & 
Crystal Noll, P.O. Box 1802, Griffin, GA 30224, USA; 
SerpentineMuseASH@gmail.com) 

The Tankerville Times, Spring 2022, (The Tankerville 

Club, Cincinnati, Ohio; Dan Andriacco 

tankervilleclub@gmail.com) 

Timeline, June 2022, (The Official Newsletter of the 
Sherlockian Chronologist Guild; Brad Keefauver 

bkeefauver@gmail.com ) 

The Watsonian, Spring 2022 (The John H Watson 

Society; publisher@johnwatsonsociety.com ) 

The Whaling News, June 2022 (The Harpooners of the 

Sea Unicorn, St. Charles, MO; J Andrew Basford; 

pcairnes26@outlook.com ) 
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