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As COVID restrictions are undergoing changes, please 
check the Society’s website for news and updates on 
activities: www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk.  

The Tony Howlett Award for outstanding service to the 
Society would normally have been announced and 
presented at the Annual Dinner. Sadly, our 2022 dinner 
was cancelled. However, the lunch planned for Sunday 
was able to proceed and it was there that the award was 
presented to Jane Arnold-Forster. Acting as the 
Society’s Meetings Secretary, Jane battled against the 
complications of COVID, not only managing in-person 
events where possible, but also enabling members to meet 
via Zoom. She deserves this prestigious award as well as 
heartfelt thanks and congratulations from all of us! 

To celebrate the Society’s 70th anniversary the winter 
issue of The Sherlock Holmes Journal included a 
Platinum Jubilee Supplement. In the supplement, 
Nicholas Utechin’s article, Extant Exhibits, examines the 
original items from the 1951 Exhibition whose 
whereabouts are still known. As this article is of such 
historical interest and importance, it has been made 
accessible on our website: https://www.sherlock-
holmes.org.uk/the-sherlock-holmes-exhibition-of-1951-
lives-on/. By the way, our excellent Journal is available 
only to members and associate members of the Society – 
so why not consider joining us? You can find details at 
https://www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/shop/membership-
new 

Congratulations to Johanna Draper Carlson, Paul 
Leach and Jim Peters, all of whom will be receiving a 
splendid 221B print from Gothic and Light. They were 
able to answer the competition question of who was 
responsible for the 221B set in Sherlock – which, of 
course, was the wonderful Arwel Wyn Jones. 
http://www.gothicandlight.com/ 

Our beloved BBC is celebrating its centenary with an 
online exhibition of 100 objects relating to its 
broadcasting history. The fascinating collection includes 
Benedict Cumberbatch’s distinctive overcoat from 
Sherlock. https://www.bbc.co.uk/100  

News received from Carolyn Senter, who ran Classic 
Specialties with her late husband Joel: Her handmade 
Sherlockian cards, ornaments and gifts are now available 
from https://mxpublishing.com/collections/christmas-
handmade-gifts (in the USA only). 

Chris Brink of Potter and Potter Auction House brings 
some interesting news: “We have another nice offering of 
about 40 lots related to Sherlockiana: numerous printings 
of The Hound in their rare original dust jackets, several 
first editions, “A Baker Street Folio” by FDR, several lots 
featuring The Strand in original parts, and other scarce 
items. The auction is February 26th at 10am CT. We will 
have the auction online at the end of January for 
previewing and pre-bidding.” www.potterauctions.com 

Bert Coules says: “I’ve just been told that that the Chelsea 
run of Watson: the Final Problem has been cancelled, for 
fairly obvious reasons. I don’t know if we’ll be offered 
new dates yet, or if they’ll wait until the COVID situation 
becomes a bit more stable.” You can keep updated on the 
play’s tour schedule at our website: www.sherlock-
holmes.org.uk/event/watson-the-final-problem-3/  

If you’re in London between 9th February and 12th 
March, you can catch Whodunnit (Unrehearsed) 2: 
“When a diamond is stolen and the bodies start to pile up, 
the clock starts ticking for our illustrious Inspector. Can 
they finally bring the elusive Crimson Hand to justice? 
With murder, blackmail and inflatable parrots, this murder 
mystery spoof has one hell of a twist. And no one’s called 
Oliver. Every performance features the voices of Ian 
McKellen, Emma Thompson and Stephen Fry but also 
a different celebrity in each performance stepping in as the 
Inspector without any rehearsal and without ever having 
seen the script! Guests will have their lines fed to them 
live onstage via an earpiece as they attempt to crack the 
case, avoid the furniture and stagger their way to justice. 
We won’t be announcing which date each of our celebrity 
friends is playing the Inspector - the mystery is who will 
walk through the door at your performance!” You can 
view the full list of celebrity guests (which includes a few 
members of our Society!) and book your tickets at: 
https://www.parktheatre.co.uk/whats-on/whodunnit-
unrehearsed-2  

He might not have been from Sumatra, but Magawa was 
certainly a giant rat and something of a hero in Cambodia. 
He was trained to sniff out landmines and explosives and 
reportedly saved countless lives during his five year 
career. In 2020 Magawa was awarded a gold medal for 
bravery. His recent death at the age of eight is being 
mourned in his native country. 
https://uk.yahoo.com/news/cambodia-famous-mine-
detecting-hero-150158211.html 



Effective at midnight on New Year’s Eve, four more 
Sherlock Holmes stories entered the public domain: 
BLAN, 3GAB, LION & RETI. VEIL and SHOS are 
protected by US copyright for one more year. 

Books of Interest  

Laurie R. King celebrated the holidays by making 
available to her fans a free download of the Mary Russell 
short story “Mary’s Christmas” on her website at: 
www.laurierking.com/books/mary-russells-war/overview 

Gary Lovisi reports that he has two new books on the 
way: “Sherlock Holmes in Oz (Wildside Press, pb 
$12.99; hb $25; Kindle $3.99 – available on Amazon) is a 
new original novel that sets Holmes and Watson upon a 
case in America where they travel to Oz on a missing 
person case (I will let you guess just who has gone 
missing), and the Case of the Red Poppy Menace. It is a 
faithful Holmes novel set in Oz and I think readers will 
enjoy it. Later in August 2022 will be A Sherlock Holmes 
Notebook (Stark House Press, pb) a cornucopia of things 
Sherlockian, 22 of my articles on books, and many other 
Holmesian items. More on this when it is out.” 

Coming out in March from MX Publishing is Sherlock 

Cat and The Missing Mousie, a young children’s novella 
written by Heather Edwards and illustrated by Amanda 
Downs. Steve Emecz reports: “It’s a delightful book and 
we’ve been inundated with pre-orders for it on the website 
as soon as we put it up!” 
https://mxpublishing.com/products/sherlock-cat-and-the-
missing-mousie 

Obituaries  

Allan Devitt died on 17th October, age 83. Allan and his 
late wife, Susan Diamond Devitt, attended, hosted and 
organised countless Sherlockian gatherings including the 
running of Silver Blaze and STUD Sherlockian Weekend. 
In addition to membership in numerous societies 
(including BSI, ASH, SHSL, The Dancing Men, The 
Criterion Bar Association, Torists International and the 
Watsonians) they were regular donors to the Beacon 
Society, a scion society pledged to spread the word of 
Sherlock Holmes to young people.  

We have just received the sad news that our member, Cyril 

Millot, died on 25th October in an accident while scuba 
diving in the Dominican Republic. One of the founders 
and a former President of Le Cercle Holmésien de Paris, 
he was a member of the SHSL and attended a number of 
our events. He was also a member of The Sydney 

Passengers and reportedly was making plans to visit 
Australia. 

Carl L. Heifetz died on 19th November. After a long 
career in infectious disease research, in his retirement he 
founded Micro Doc, a microbiology consultation firm. He 
was an enthusiastic Sherlockian and an officer of the 
Pleasant Places of Florida for many years. Carl was the 
author of the books Sherlock Holmes Through the 

Microscope and The Medical Adventures of Sherlock 

Holmes, Dr. Watson and Dr. Verner. 

Les Moskowitz died on 16th December. He was a long-
time member of the Six Napoleons, Watson’s Tin Box, the 
Red Circle, and other Sherlockian societies, and for many 
years presided over the Hounds of the Internet mailing list. 
Andrew Solberg says: “Les was skilled with computers 
since the early days. Around 1980 he quietly began a 
personal project of typing in the entire Canon on an IBM 
PC, a project that took around five years. Just around the 
time he completed the entire Canon, a commercial version 
of the text became available, but Les never regretted his 
project. He knew that his version was more accurate and 
more easily indexed.”  

Vladimir Tatosov died on 24th December. He had a long 
career in Russian film and television, and played Baron 
Von Herling in the Livanov/Solomin television series 
“The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Watson” 
(1987) 

Periodicals Received: 

The Bilge Pump – The Irregular Publication of the Crew 

of the Barque Lone Star, January 2022 (Steve Mason; 
mason.steve8080@gmail.com) 

The Cri Bar Crier, Vol. 27 No. 2, January 2022 
(Criterion Bar Association of Chicago;  
franklin.saksena@gmail.com) 

The Illustrious Clients News, December 2021 (The 
Illustrious Clients, Steven T Doyle, 9 Calumet Court, 
Zionsville, Indiana 46077, USA;  
illustclients@gmail.com ) 

Ineffable Twaddle, January 2022 (The Sound of the 

Baskervilles, Terri Haugen;  
terri@soundofthebaskervilles.com) 

The Magic Door, Autumn 2021 (Friends of the Arthur 

Conan Doyle Collection, Toronto Public Library, 789 
Yonge Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4W 2G8; 
www.acdfriends.org ) 

The Moor, December 2021 (The Baskerville Hall Club 

of Sweden, Anders Wiggstrom; bhc@telia.com) 

The Passengers’ Log, October 2021 (The Sydney 

Passengers, Erin O’Neill, editor; erin.index@gmail.com ) 

Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, December 2021 
(Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-
4401, USA: blau7103@comcast.net) 

The Serpentine Muse, Summer 2021 (The 

Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes, Heather Holloway 
& Crystal Noll, P.O. Box 1802, Griffin, GA 30224, USA; 
SerpentineMuseASH@gmail.com ) 

Timeline, December 2021, (The Official Newsletter of the 
Sherlockian Chronologist Guild; Brad Keefauver 
bkeefauver@gmail.com ) 

The Watsonian, Fall 2021 (The John H Watson Society); 
publisher@johnwatsonsociety.com )  
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