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As COVID restrictions are being lifted, please check 
the Society’s website for news and updates on 
activities: www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk.  

Lou Coty of Gothic and Light commissioned an artist to 
create a fine B&W line drawing illustration of the 221B 
sitting room. The image is available as an attractive print 
for framing and on a variety of products which you can 
view at http://www.gothicandlight.com. District Messen-

ger readers can claim a 20% discount when ordering by 
using the code GL3DEAL20. Lou has kindly offered four 
high-quality prints as competition prizes: Can you name 
the person responsible for the splendid 221B set in 
Sherlock? Send me your answer by post or email (details 
above) no later than 31st December. Correct entries will 
go into the lucky deerstalker from which the four winners 
will be drawn. 

Joe Eckrich has written to say: “I am seeking to purchase 
a copy of Volume 1 Number 1 of The Sherlock Holmes 

Journal. It is the only issue I need for a complete run and 
I have been searching for a very long time.” If you can 
help Joe, contact him at jeckrich@sbcglobal.net 

Cliff Goldfarb advises: “For those who missed it on 
September 25, the 2021 Cameron Hollyer Memorial 
Lecture by Jeffrey Hatcher, The Adventure of the 

Occasional Playwright: Arthur Conan Doyle Onstage, 
can now be viewed on the YouTube page of the Friends 
of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection at the Toronto 
Public Library https://youtu.be/gw4YlCfOnwk It can also 
be accessed from the Events page on our website at 
http://www.acdfriends.org/ The 2020 lecture by Rebecca 

Romney, Sherlockian Collecting: A Tour of Clever, 

Creative, and Weird Pursuits is also on our YouTube page 
and there’s a link on our website. For those who join the 
Friends, Rebecca’s lecture will be mailed out in pamphlet 
form with the next issue of our newsletter, The Magic 

Door.” 

Oscar Ross shares news of The Cottingley Fairies: A 

Study in Deception exhibition in the Brotherton Gallery 
at the University of Leeds, which runs until 17 November 
2022. The University’s Special Collections hold nearly 
all the most important documents and artefacts relating to 
the Cottingley fairies. View the online exhibition at 
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/lgVB6Ceti9WV
Aw. There’s more information, plus a link to a YouTube 
lecture (audio only) by Dr. Merrick Burrow, here: 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/info/1902/exhibitions 

Just in time for Christmas shopping, Randall Stock’s 
annual list of (in his opinion) the best Sherlock Holmes 
books/DVDs of the year is now online at 
www.bestofsherlock.com/sherlock-gifts.htm. He also 
provides recommendations of other Sherlockian items, 
along with informative explanations of his choices. 

The Shaka Sherlockians send this seasonal message: 
“Mele Kalikimaka me ka Hauoli Makahiki ho (Merry 
Christmas, Happy Holidays, & Happy New Year) from 
Hawaii!!!” Their most recent meeting, which included a 
presentation by Nicholas Meyer, was recorded and is 
accessible on the website at www.shakasherlockian.com 
and on YouTube at https://youtu.be/kMUk1O5Ap9k. 
Nicholas Meyer’s talk begins near the 26:00 minute mark. 

The Beacon Society, which endeavours to make Sherlock 
Holmes accessible to all young people, will be holding its 
AGM by Zoom on Wednesday, 5th January 2022 at 9:00 
pm EST – that’s 2:00am GMT for all you night owls. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ld-
GsrzkoGNzcWxtKKXulsG8f6a3ctiLT An agenda will be 
provided to participants nearer the date. If you’re 
unfamiliar with the work of the society, go to: 
https://www.beaconsociety.com/ 

Last month we mentioned an upcoming exhibition at The 

Grolier Club of selected items from Glen Miranker’s 
exceptional collection. If you’re fortunate enough to be in 
New York between 12th January and 16th April and 
intend to view Sherlock Holmes in 221 Objects, you must 
book in advance at https://grolierclub.eventbrite.com/. 
Admission is free of charge, masks are required, and 
visitors are required to show proof of vaccination. If you 
would like to hear Glen discussing his collection, tune into 
episode 227 of I Hear of Sherlock Everywhere:  
https://www.ihearofsherlock.com/2021/10/episode-227-
sherlock-holmes-in-221.html 

The Word is a cultural centre in South Shields, Tyneside, 
dedicated to the written word. Its ongoing exhibition, 
Investigating Detectives, provides an overview of 
detective fiction and focuses on popular characters within 
the genre, including sections on Sherlock Holmes in 
Literature and On Screen. If you’re planning a visit, learn 
more at https://theworduk.org/whats-on/detectives/ or 
https://detectives.theworduk.org/   

Bert Coules advises that his one-man play, Watson: The 

Final Problem, is now touring and has been booked at the 



Chelsea Theatre in London for a number of dates 
throughout February. For more information see  
https://www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/event/watson-the-
final-problem-3/ 

Historic Hylands House in Chelmsford, Essex is 
presenting a An Elementary Christmas, a Christmas 
Soiree from 6th – 8th December, 7:45pm-10pm. “The 
Cameo Players’ sparkling new show will include all the 
popular features of previous years – the crackers, the 
music, the bad jokes, the madcap melodrama. This year 
there will be some notable guests attending – Sherlock 
Holmes and Dr Watson! Come and enjoy an Edwardian 
Christmas with the Cameo Players and get the festive 
season off to a fine start.”  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-soiree-an-
edwardian-christmas-tickets-162548513981 

The Redacted Sherlock Players are back in Orlando 
Pearson’s new play - A Perilous Engagement - about a 
recent political scandal, mixed with an Edwardian 
romance, also tinged with scandal. The production will be 
broadcast from London via Zoom on the 11th December, 
starting at 8.00pm GMT/3.00pm EST. There is no charge, 
but you will need to book online at:  
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oTEYxvsJTher3y
GucQSjlA 

Books of Interest  

Lyndsay Faye’s new book, Observations by Gaslight, will 
be launched on 7th December at 6.00 pm at the Mysterious 
Bookshop in New York. The collection of stories is 
narrated by Irene Adler, Lestrade, Wiggins and other 
friends and acquaintances of Sherlock Holmes. If you 
somehow can’t manage a trip to New York, you can still 
order a signed first edition for $25.95:  
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/lyndsay-
faye-observations-by-gaslight 

Obituaries  

It is with great regret that we report the death of Michael 

Whelan on 30th October. Mike served as the Baker Street 
Irregulars’ “Wiggins” for twenty-three years, making him 
the second-longest serving head of the BSI (Julian Wolff 
served 26 years, from 1960-1986). His unselfish 
dedication transformed the BSI, enabling it to flourish 
under his leadership. Mike joined the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London in 1969. He and his wife Mary Ann 
Bradley attended our Annual Dinners when they could - 
and other events, such as the Statue Festival in 1999, when 
Mike was one of the speakers at the International 
Symposium. His presence on both sides of the Atlantic 
will be sorely missed. To learn more about his 
contributions and accomplishments see:  
https://www.ihearofsherlock.com/2021/10/remembering-
michael-whelan-bsi.html 

Carole Nelson Douglas died on 20th October. Initially a 
journalist, she eventually turned to fiction and produced 
over 60 novels, including her eight Irene Adler novels: 
Good Night, Mr. Holmes (1990); Good Morning Irene 
(1991); Irene at Large (1992); Irene’s Last Waltz (1994); 

Chapel Noir (2001); Castle Rouge (2002); Femme Fatale 

(2003); and Spider Dance (2004). A cat lover as well as a 
Sherlockian, she also wrote a series of mystery novels 
featuring Midnight Louie, an eighteen-pound jet-black 
tomcat. Learn more about her work at:  
www.carolenelsondouglas.com 

Those of us who attended Birthday Weekend events in the 
1980s and ’90s will recall the very fine voice of actor 
Philip R. Brogdon (“John Sanger”), who died on 30th 
September. Phil joined the Red Circle of Washington in 
the 1970s and received his BSI investiture in 1988. His 
special interests were poetry and theatre and his book 
Sherlock in Black: Being Profiles of Past and Present 

Real Life Black Sherlockians was published in 1995. A 

Poetic Tribute to Baker Street was published in 1999. 

Actor Henry Woolf died on 11th November age 91. Born 
in London, he had an active and extensive career. In 1983 
he moved to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan where he 
immersed himself in local theatre and was the recipient of 
the Saskatchewan Order of Merit. His acting credits 
include The Rocky Horror Picture Show, Doctor Who, 
and he played a shopkeeper in The Hound of the 

Baskervilles (1978) – the version starring Peter Cook and 
Dudley Moore. 

Periodicals Received: 

The Bilge Pump – The Irregular Publication of the Crew 

of the Barque Lone Star, November 2021 (Steve Mason; 
mason.steve8080@gmail.com) 

The Illustrious Clients News, October 2021 (The 

Illustrious Clients, Steven T Doyle, 9 Calumet Court, 
Zionsville, Indiana 46077, USA;  
IllustClients@gmail.com) 

The Moor, November 2021 (The Baskerville Hall Club 

of Sweden, Anders Wiggstrom; bhc@telia.com ) 

The Petrel Flyer, Special Edition 2021 (The Stormy 

Petrels of British Columbia, Brian Collins, editor; 
briancollins@telus.net ) 

Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, October 2021 
(Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-
4401, USA: blau7103@comcast.net) 

Sherlock’s Spotlight, Autumn 2021 (The Beacon 

Society; Steve Mason, editor; 
mason.steve8080@gmail.com ) 

The Tankerville Times, Autumn 2021, (The Tankerville 

Club, Cincinnati, Ohio; Dan Andriacco 
tankervilleclub@gmail.com) 

Timeline, November 2021, (The Official Newsletter of the 
Sherlockian Chronologist Guild; Brad Keefauver 
bkeefauver@gmail.com ) 

The Whaling News, November 2021 (The Harpooners 

of the Sea Unicorn, St. Charles, MO; J Andrew Basford: 
pcairnes26@outlook.com) 
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