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As COVID restrictions are being lifted, please check the 
Society’s website for news and updates on activities: 
www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk.  

The intrepid John Morewood, who instigated our online 
Gazetteer, reports that all four novels and 56 short stories 
are now represented. The information includes: an 
introduction to each story; entries for 264 individual 
locations – houses, moors, inns, streets, villages, buildings 
and railway stations; a description of the location; an 
explanation for where it fits in the story; post code, 
accessibility details and other comments so people can 
visit it. Modern pictures illustrate most locations, but there 
is a continuing search for contemporary illustrations. John 
would also like to engage the assistance of our 
international members for locations outside the UK. Do 
take a tour of the Gazetteer at: https://gazetteer.sherlock-
holmes.org.uk/ 

Now that COVID restrictions are easing, you might want 
to consider a day out in Norwich, where you can “…take 
a Jurassic jaunt around Norwich with the 
https://www.break-charity.org/gogodiscover/! 20 large 
Tyrannosaurus-Rex sculptures will be situated around the 
city from 12th July – 11th September, each one 
individually decorated by local and national artists.” 
Amongst the sculptures you will find Lost Holmes 

created by Sally Adams. There’s something indescribably 
hilarious about a T-Rex in a deerstalker… 
https://www.visitnorwich.co.uk/article/dinosaurs-are-
taking-over-norwich/ 

SHSL member Holly Turner asks: “If anyone in the 
vicinity of Salisbury would like to meet up with fellow 
members in person, please email me at 
holly.turner02@googlemail.com ” 

Potter & Potter Auctions in Chicago will be holding an 
auction of Fine Books & Manuscripts on 28th August, 
which contains a variety of Sherlock Holmes and Conan 
Doyle related items. See lots 573 through 596: 
https://auctions.potterauctions.com/Catalog.aspx?auction
id=1118&sortby=7&displayby=2&lotsperpage=25&cate
gory=1 

And speaking of auctions, Frederic Dorr Steele’s 
original artwork of “The Slavering Hound” went up for 
sale at Quinn’s Auction Galleries in Falls Church, 
Virginia on 8th July, with a come-and-get-me estimate of 
$800-$1200. Described as unpublished, it has an 
unimpeachable pedigree. Edgar W. Smith loaned it to the 

1951 Sherlock Holmes Exhibition at Abbey House and to 
the Plaza Art Galleries in New York in 1952. Following 
Smith’s death, his collection was purchased by Carl 
Anderson. When Anderson died his collection was 
obtained by Lew David Feldman, who in 1975 used the 
artwork on the cover of his catalogue Sherlock Holmes 

and Sherlockiana: 76 Items. The illustration sold on 8th 
July for $6,500 (plus buyer’s premium) to collector Jerry 
Margolin. Randall Stock discusses the artwork in detail at 
www.tinyurl.com/phnwj64h.  

We of a certain age will remember the early beginnings of 
the satirical Zippy comic strip in underground papers and 
comics of the 1970s. Zippy is still with us, thanks to his 
creator Bill Griffith, who recently depicted him visiting 
Gillette Castle in Connecticut. In the delightfully daft strip 
titled “Stone’s Throw,” Zippy thinks he’s at the home of 
Fred and Wilma Flintstone, and that Fred portrayed 
Sherlock Holmes on stage. You can order signed prints of 
the strip for $75. www.tinyurl.com/4yxu2wum  

While we’re on the topic of cartoons and art, plans are 
underway to publish a compendium of Jeff Decker’s 
work, which has appeared in the pages of Sherlockian 
publications around the world. Jeff is also renowned for 
having created witty caricatures of BSI investitures. If you 
are the owner of any of Jeff’s original art and would like 
to share it, please contact Roger Johnson at 
roger_johnson@hotmail.com  

Congratulations to The Baker Street Journal, which is 
celebrating its 75th anniversary. The podcast I Hear of 

Sherlock Everywhere has used its 221st episode to mark 
the occasion by interviewing the BSJ’s current editor, 
Steven Rothman. You can listen at 
 https://t.co/J9b2LEhUKZ?amp=1  

Do you feel like you deserve a post-lockdown treat? 
Montblanc has recently launched its ‘Writer’s Edition’ 
Conan Doyle series of pens. Prices begin at £695 for a 
ballpoint pen, going up to £3,575 for a “limited edition 
1902” fountain pen. 
https://www.wheelersluxurygifts.com/catalogsearch/resul
t/?q=conan 

Heather Owen advises that there’s the ‘Watching the 

Detectives’ season at the BFI South Bank in September-
October. It includes the Rathbone Hound on 4th & 30th 
Sept., plus The Maltese Falcon, The Big Sleep, Rear 
Window, etc. Information can be found on page 38 of the 
Sept/Oct programme. www.bfi.org.uk 



The Beacon Society has just published its 4th issue of 
Sherlock’s Spotlight, a gazette for younger Sherlockians. 
Recipients are invited to share it with children, teachers 
and other society members who can in turn share it with 
young people. Editor Steve Mason says, “Sherlockians 
who would like to help us in this effort are welcome to 
provide us with stories, articles, artwork, etc., which is 
age-appropriate, for use in future issues of the gazette. 
Anyone who would like to receive the gazette directly 
from us in the future can send an email to 
mason.steve8080@gmail.com to be added to the emailing 
list. Any younger Sherlockian under 18 will have to 
provide a parent/guardian email who will also receive the 
emailings.”  

From Bonnie MacBird: SHSL member, Sherlockian actor 
Luke Barton, is currently rehearsing for The Hound of 

the Baskervilles, in which he'll alternate the roles of 
Holmes and Watson in an immersive dinner theatre 
production by The Last Estate. The ‘Experience’ starts 
on 31st August. Tickets are £64.50 to £129.50 and are 
released only to those on their mailing list, so you’ll need 
to sign up. For details go to: 
https://www.greatmurdermystery.com 

Books of Interest  

Grandville L’Intégrale by Bryan Talbot (Jonathan Cape, 
£40.00) collects the five imaginative and superbly 
illustrated graphic novels, featuring the heroic badger, D.I. 
Archie LeBrock. In this Steampunk world England has 
recently gained independence from France. All the people 
are animals, and the Imperial City of Paris is nicknamed 
Grandville. The stories are genuinely exciting, the 
characters engaging, the artwork beautiful. There are 35 
pages of previously unpublished annotations, and an 
enthusiastic introduction by Ian Rankin. This deluxe 
hardback volume is necessarily expensive, but Amazon 
offers a Kindle edition at £14.99.  

MX has launched a Kickstarter for David Marcum’s new 
novel, Sherlock Holmes and the Eye of Heka. In January 
1888, a personal tragedy has left Dr. Watson bereft. Back 
at 221B Baker Street, Holmes tries to distract him with 
stories of his past cases, including the theft of a mysterious 
relic, the Eye of Heka, from the British Museum. But there 
is a madman with a deadly grudge against Watson… 
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/haestingas/sherlock
-holmes-and-the-eye-of-
heka?fbclid=IwAR3j0edVsPEwG-
aMSmKbNspt7vB70Fi620evJUA28NS1-
4Y9QIQyOljuSuM 

The Society’s good friend in Edinburgh, Charles Hall, is 
a long-time collector and dealer in items pertaining to 
Sherlock Holmes (and other interests). He has just 
published a fascinating 60-page booklet, A Lifetime 

Dealing and Collecting, filled with entertaining anecdotes 
and loaded with colour illustrations, the majority of which 
are related to Sherlockian collectibles. The booklet is 
£5.50 + £1.50 postage (within the UK). Charles says is he 
having a bit of a clear-out, so it would be worth contacting 
him to see what’s available to add to your own collection. 

Charles Hall, 12 Paisley Terrace, Edinburgh EH8 7JW, 
telephone 0131 2585629.  

The Return of Sherlock Holmes: Further Extraordinary 

Tales of the Famous Sleuth, Maxim Jakubowski, editor 
(Mango, 322pp pbk, £16.95) According to Bonnie 
MacBird, “Fifteen widely diverging new tales by a variety 
of authors which are said to range from the traditional and 
well-plotted to the fantastic and even... erotic.”  

Obituaries 

Una Stubbs, who died on the 12th August aged 84, 
graduated from dancer to actor. After her first major role, 
in the 1963 Cliff Richard musical Summer Holiday, she 
created unforgettable characters as Alf Garnett’s daughter 
Rita in Till Death Us Do Part, Aunt Sally in Worzel 

Gummidge, and many more, culminating in her 
performance as the warm, strong-minded, mischievous, 
streetwise Mrs Hudson in Sherlock. Steven Moffat called 
her “the irreplaceable heart and soul” of the series. Besides 
her career on stage and screen, Una Stubbs was a notable 
painter whose work was exhibited at the Royal Academy, 
including her portraits of Benedict Cumberbatch and 
Martin Freeman in 2014. To meet and chat with her, as we 
did on several occasions, was a delight. 

Periodicals Received: 

The Bilge Pump – The Irregular Publication of the 

Crew of the Barque Lone Star, August 2021 (Steve 
Mason; mason.steve8080@gmail.com ) 

The Illustrious Clients News, July 2021 (The Illustrious 

Clients, Steven T Doyle, 9 Calumet Court, Zionsville, 
Indiana 46077, USA; IllustClients@gmail.com) 

Ineffable Twaddle, August 2021 (The Sound of the 

Baskervilles, Terri Haugen; 
terri@soundofthebaskervilles.com)  

Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, July 2021 (Peter 
E Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, 
USA; blau7103@comcast.net) 

The Serpentine Muse, Spring 2021 (The Adventuresses 

of Sherlock Holmes, Heather Holloway & Crystal Noll, 
P.O. Box 1802, Griffin, GA 30224, USA; 
SerpentineMuseASH@gmail.com) 

Sherlock’s Spotlight, Summer 2021 (The Beacon 

Society; Steve Mason, editor;  
mason.steve8080@gmail.com) 

Timeline, July 2021, (The Official Newsletter of the 
Sherlockian Chronologist Guild; Brad Keefauver 
bkeefauver@gmail.com ) 

The Whaling News, July 2021 (The Harpooners of the 

Sea Unicorn, St. Charles, MO; J Andrew Basford; 
pcairnes26@outlook.com ) 
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