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As COVID restrictions are being lifted, we cautiously await 
the possibility of in-person events in the near future. Check 
the Society’s website for news and updates: www.sherlock-
holmes.org.uk.  

Professor Neil McCaw, who died last year, was Academic 
Director of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection in Portsmouth. 
To commemorate his legacy, Portsmouth Library & 

Archive Service is hosting a series of free virtual lectures by 
people who have a connection to the Conan Doyle Collection: 

* Thursday 27th May, at 7.00pm, Shrabani Basu will discuss 
her new book The Mystery of the Parsee Lawyer: Arthur 

Conan Doyle, George Edalji, and the Case of the Foreigner 

in the English Village;  
* Thursday 3rd June, at 7.00pm, Dr Katherine Brombley 
will talk about Early Sherlock Holmes Fandom, from 1890s 

to 1930s;  
* Thursday 10th June, at 7.00pm, Alistair Duncan will 
consider Arthur Conan Doyle, Money and the Centenary of 

the Case-Book;  
* Thursday 17th June, at 7.00pm, S.E. Dahlinger will look at 
The Glamorous American: William Gillette as Sherlock 

Holmes.  
Full information is online at  
https://portsmouth.spydus.co.uk/cgi-
bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/EVENTS?HOMEPRMS=
EVSESPARAMS 

Bert Coules has some good news to share. “Watson: The 

Final Problem, the one-man play I co-wrote with the actor 
Tim Marriott, will be performed at the Rialto Theatre in 
Brighton as part of this year’s Brighton Fringe Arts Festival. 
There are four shows: 12th & 13th June at 5pm, 16th & 17th 
at 8pm. Booking is now open and there are full details and a 
video trailer on the website.” 
https://www.brightonfringe.org/whats-on/watson-the-final-
problem-
153426/?fbclid=IwAR02vokcBzn2xHQaNTfnW82VrTVM
O1-W2l3T0QwBkL4n3rqNUiWtk7NMhSQ 

The Reichenbach Irregulars are holding a Zoom launch 
party for their new book, Sherlock Holmes, Arthur Conan 

Doyle and Switzerland, on 15th June at 6:00pm. Journalist 
Brigitte Latella will moderate a discussion between Peggy 

Perdue and Nick Utechin, followed by a Q&A session with 
attendees. For information and to join the meeting, please 
contact reichenbachirregulars@gmail.com  

Wireless Theatre offers its audio drama and comedy 
download catalogue free. They have a selection of mysteries, 
including Sherlock Holmes in The Voice of Treason, as well 
as the comedy outings Sherlock Holmes Strikes Back and 
The Trial of Sherlock Holmes. They are also interested in 

new material: “If you have an audio production you’d like us 

to host, let us know- info@wirelesstheatre.co.uk ! We’ll pay a 

small licensing fee to host plays that meet our high standard.” 
https://www.wirelesstheatrecompany.co.uk/ 

StoryTourist have created a self-guided audio walking tour 
in the Mayfair and Marylebone areas, based on “The 

Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle”. It is a new type of audio 
tour experience, where you solve the case alongside Dr 
Watson. You can read more about the tour here: 
https://www.storytourist.com/the-sherlock-holmes-tour/ 
* District Messenger readers have been offered a 50% 
discount which can be claimed by following these 
instructions: Visit www.storytourist.com, choose the 
Sherlock walking tour and proceed to checkout. Fill in your 
name, email address and promo code SHERLOCK. Click 
‘Apply’ to activate the code. Check your email (including 
your spam folder) and follow the instructions given in the 
email. It is recommended that you download the StoryTourist 
app and the Sherlock Holmes tour while connected to WiFi. 

Scott Gustafson is an artist and illustrator based in Chicago, 
who has shared images of his three new Sherlock Holmes oil 
paintings. The original paintings are available for sale, as well 
as high-quality colour prints. You can find out more on these 
links: https://www.scottgustafson.com 
https://www.scottgustafson.com/sherlock-holmes 

Are you looking for ways to expand your collection of 
Sherlockiana? Prominent collector Costa Rossakis has made 
a significant donation of books, appraised at roughly$75,000, 
for the BSI Trust to sell in support of the BSI archives at the 
Lilly Library. Heritage Auctions will sell the books at its Rare 
Books auction on 9th – 10th December in Dallas, TX. Bidding 
information will be provided on the Heritage Auction website 
at www.ha.com and on the BSI Trust website in November 
http://www.bsitrust.org/ 

The Lilly Library at Indiana University Bloomington, home 
to the BSI Archives, will reopen its doors in August and there 
will be new procedures for sending materials to the archives. 
In the meantime, those within the U.S. who want to donate 
materials should send them to Dan Polvere at 828 Racine 
Street, Bellingham, WA 98229. Outside the U.S., send 
materials to Bob Coghill at 310-200 Nelson’s Crescent, New 
Westminster, BC V3L OH4 CANADA  

Randall Stock advises that The BSI Trust has scheduled an 
online lecture for 2nd October that will be free and open to 
the public. For details go to: 
http://www.bsitrust.org/2021/05/save-date-2021-lecture.html 

The much-heralded Netflix series, The Irregulars, has been 
cancelled after only one season. Apparently this decision was 



taken despite the series making it onto Netflix’s top 10 list 
and Nielsen’s weekly U.S. streaming charts 

Jennie Paton has spotted news that The Revenge of Sherlock 

Holmes will be presented in a Spiegel-tent tour of the UK, 
due to start in Leicester in August. This is the revamped 
version of Leslie Bricusse’s Sherlock Holmes the Musical, 
which (thankfully) has a much lighter touch than the original, 
now leaning more towards comedy and the influence of 
Victorian Music Hall. www.morphicgraffiti.co.uk 
https://www.whatsonstage.com/leicester-
theatre/news/sherlock-holmes-musical-to-embark-on-uk-
tour-this-_53700.html 

Books of Interest  

In celebration of our 70th Anniversary, the Society has 
published This August and Scholarly Body edited by 
Nicholas Utechin (118 pp, pbk £11.00). Profusely illustrated, 
the book explores the origins of our Society and provides 
details of all meetings and publications over the years. 
Additionally, a number of prominent members have shared 
their own personal memories and experiences of participating 
in our delightful pastime. 

A Sherlockian History of England is a 28-page monograph 
by Christopher Redmond. Using canonical references, it 
progresses from prehistoric times into the Victorian era. Chris 
is offering it as a free PDF file, which you can request by 
emailing him at redmond2@execulink.com 

Paul Thomas Miller’s mammoth project, Chapter and Verse 

Holmes, is now accessible. “The intention of this project was 
to provide a system whereby specific sentences in The Canon 
could be referenced easily, modelled on the chapter and verse 
system of the Christian Bible. It is of little use if only one or 
two people have it. Therefore, I encourage anyone to share it 
via email, as a download on your website, as a printout - 
whatever. I’m not seeking to make money or website hits 
through this project. I just want to make it easier to talk about 
The Canon.” https://chapterandverseholmes.co.uk/ 

The Reichenbach Irregulars of Switzerland have launched 
their first book, Sherlock Holmes, Arthur Conan Doyle and 

Switzerland – Serious and Less Serious Musings, edited by 
Marcus Geisser, Guy Marriott and Michael Meer. This 
handsome, fully illustrated 110-page volume is introduced by 
Peter E. Blau, with an afterword by Akane Higashiyama and 
Mitch Higurashi. The book is available as a paperback 
(€21.99) or eBook (€8.99). You can find it on Amazon, or 
order from your local bookstore ISBN 9783753461793. 
Marcus advises that orders from Europe are best made 
through Books on Demand, which offers free standard 
shipping to most European destinations. 
https://www.bod.de/buchshop/sherlock-holmes-arthur-
conan-doyle-and-switzerland-9783753461793 

American Sherlocks: Stories from the Golden Age of the 

American Detective, edited by Nick Rennison (No Exit 
Press, 336 pp pbk, £9.00). Nick Rennison is a leading expert 
on the Golden Age of crime-writing. His previous books 
include Rivals of Sherlock Holmes, More Rivals of Sherlock 

Holmes and Sherlock’s Sisters. Spurred by the success of 
Conan Doyle, between 1890 and 1920 American writers 
created dozens of detectives. This anthology provides a 
variety that includes Professor Augustus SFX Van Dusen, 
‘The Thinking Machine’; Craig Kennedy, the so-called 

‘scientific detective’; Uncle Abner, a shrewd backwoodsman 

in pre-Civil War Virginia; Violet Strange, New York 

debutante turned criminologist; and Nick Carter, the original 

pulp private eye.  

Obituaries 

Jon L. Lellenberg died on 24th April, age 75. He had a long 
career as a strategist for the U.S. Department of Defense, and 
was working in the Pentagon when it was a target of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks. An anxious enquiry as to his welfare elicited 
the response, “I’m a bit irritated.” Jon first became a member 
of the Red Circle in the early 1970s, and was the American 
representative for Dame Jean Conan Doyle after she gained 
control of her father’s American copyrights. He wrote and 
edited volumes for the Baker Street Irregulars archival history 
series, as well as writing extensively about Conan Doyle. He 
received the investiture of “Rodger Prescott” in 1974 and the 
Two-Shilling Award in 1988.  

Marvin Kaye died on 13th May, age 83. A writer, editor and 
playwright, he edited many anthologies including 
Resurrected Holmes (1996) and The Confidential 

Casebook of Sherlock Holmes (1998). He also edited 
Sherlock Holmes Mystery Magazine (2008-13).  

Periodicals Received: 

The Bilge Pump – The Irregular Publication of the Crew of 

the Barque Lone Star, May 2021 (Steve Mason; 

mason.steve8080@gmail.com ) 

The Cri Bar Crier, Vol. 26 No. 3, May 2021 (Criterion Bar 

Association of Chicago; franklin.saksena@gmail.com) 

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections, March 2021 
(Suite 111, Elmer L Andersen Library, University of 
Minnesota, 222 21st Avenue S., Minneapolis, Minnesota 
55455, USA) 

The Illustrious Clients News, April 2021 (The Illustrious 

Clients, Steven T Doyle, 9 Calumet Court, Zionsville, 
Indiana 46077, USA; IllustClients@gmail.com ) 

Ineffable Twaddle, May 2021 (The Sound of the 

Baskervilles, Terri Haugen;  
terri@soundofthebaskervilles.com)  

The Passengers’ Log, January 2021 (The Sydney 

Passengers, Erin O’Neill, editor; erin.index@gmail.com ) 

Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, April 2021 (Peter E 
Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, USA; 

blau7103@comcast.net) 

Sherlock’s Spotlight, Spring 2021 (The Beacon Society; 

Steve Mason, editor; mason.steve8080@gmail.com ) 

Timeline, May 2021, (The Official Newsletter of the 
Sherlockian Chronologist Guild; Brad Keefauver; 
bkeefauver@gmail.com ) 

The Watsonian, Spring 2021 (The John H Watson Society); 

selena@johnwatsonsociety.com ) 

The Whaling News, April 2021 (The Harpooners of the Sea 

Unicorn, St. Charles, MO; J Andrew Basford; 
pcairnes26@outlook.com ) 
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