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Please keep visiting our website, which is being updated 
frequently with news, important information and many 
items of interest: www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk.  

The Sherlock Holmes Society of London held its virtual 
annual dinner, The Louche Libation on 16th January, at 
which Elaine McCafferty received the Tony Howlett 

Award. Despite the temperamental nature of Broadband 
connections, the presentations by Leslie Klinger and Peter 

Horrocks and a dramatic adaptation of ‘The Blue 

Carbuncle’ were enjoyed by members around the world. 

At the Baker Street Irregulars virtual dinner on 8th 
January, Michael Kean (Wiggins) announced the 
following new investitures: Dan Andriacco (‘St Saviour's 
near King's Cross’): Deborah Clark (‘Mrs. Cecil 
Forrester’); Carla Coupe (‘The London Bridge’); Ann 

Margaret Lewis (‘The Polyphonic Motets of Lassus’); 
Steve Mason (‘The Fortescue Scholarship’); Ashley 

Polasek (‘Singlestick’); Sven Ranild (‘A Copenhagen 
Label’); Ray Riethmeier (‘Morrison, Morrison & Dodd’); 

Alan Rettig (‘The Red Lamp’); Tracy Revels (‘A Black 
Sequin-Covered Dinner Dress’). The Two-Shilling Award 
went to James Saunders and Ralph Hall. The winner of 
the 2020 Morley-Montgomery Award was Jessica 

Schilling. Her paper, “Just His Type: An Analysis of the 
Découpé Warning in The Hound of the Baskervilles,” 
appeared in the Spring 2020 issue of The Baker Street 

Journal.  

The New Year Honours List for 2021 included Toby 

Jones, who received an OBE for services to Drama. He 
played Culverton Smith in Sherlock; his father, Freddie 
Jones, was Inspector Baynes in Granada’s ‘Wisteria 

Lodge’ and Chester Cragwitch in Young Sherlock 

Holmes. Sheila Hancock became a Dame for services to 
Drama and Charity. Her late husband, John Thaw, played 
Jonathan Small in Granada’s The Sign of Four. 

Our friends in the Reichenbach Irregulars have already 
hosted two well-received talks online during the current 
period of global restrictions. The next will be a reading 
from Johanna Rieke’s acclaimed novel Sherlock Holmes 

and the Cornwall Affair (see the review in the current 
Sherlock Holmes Journal). On the 25th of February at 

7:00pm GMT, Johanna and her husband, Bryan Stone, 
will present a reading from this, the first of Johanna’s 
novels to be translated into English by Bryan. If you would 
like to attend this online reading, please contact The 
Reichenbach Irregulars of Switzerland at 
reichenbachirregulars@gmail.com  

Holly Turner says: “I have set up a Discord server for 
society members to chat and share things. Everyone is 
welcome to join, you just need to have a Discord account. 
If you have any questions or want the invite link, please 
email me on holly.turner02@googlemail.com. Discord 
allows users to create private, invite-only groups so that 
friends can chat and share stuff about their shared interests. 
It has both text and voice channels. It also has a filter for 
explicit content and clear rules about conduct.”  

Catherine Cooke spotted illustrator Grant Snider’s 
depiction of his ideal library. Catherine adds, “Those two 
figures in brown, lower left corner, caught my eye….” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/11/books/dreaming-
about-the-ideal-library.html  

Bart Lovins, a stage director and playwright, has been in 
touch with news of his latest production. The Hound of the 

Baskervilles will have live-streaming performances from 
January 28 – 31, and an edited and enhanced performance 
will be available on-demand from February 22 - 28. 
Tickets go on sale on January 25 at www.ThePAC.net for 
$10 plus fees. Previous productions of A Study in Scarlet 

and The Sign of Four will be available on-demand January 
20 - 27. Tickets for these events will be on sale from 
January 4 for $5 plus fees at www.ThePAC.net More 
information on productions and scripts can be found at 
www.bartlovins.com/writing/.  

Orlando Pearson’s new play, The Baron of Wimbledon, 
will be available to view in a Zoom performance on 20th 

February 2021 at 8:00pm GMT. “It is 1937 and German 
tennis-star, Gottfried von Cramm, petitions Holmes on a 
matter of the utmost delicacy. The story moves to Berlin 
and a seemingly unsatisfactory meeting with German 
Reichsmarschall, Hermann Göring then has an 
unexpectedly good outcome. Is this due to Holmes's 
intervention? Or has the tennis-star's dashingly exotic but 
peculiarly familiar mother had a part to play? The full truth 

is only revealed in Britain's first night of black-out on 1st 
September 1939.” To register to view go to: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gQK5hPwPSLCMI
WKwbPBWsQ All attendees will receive a free mystery 
Sherlock audio book.  

Oscar Ross noted Anthony Horowitz’s newest Holmes 
pastiche, The Adventure Of The Seven Christmas Cards, in 
the Daily Mail. https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
9077635/Our-electrifying-new-Sherlock-Holmes-
mystery-thriller-writer-ANTHONY-HOROWITZ-
continues.html. 



The lawsuit filed by the Conan Doyle Estate Ltd. over the 
Netflix film Enola Holmes has been resolved ‘on mutually 
satisfactory terms.’ You can read about the lawsuit on the 
Copyright Lately website, which includes the text of the 
‘stipulation to dismiss with prejudice.’  
www.tinyurl.com/y89ho89d  

Sherlock’s Daughter, a new mystery series, has been 
announced by Starlings Television. “The murder mystery 
follows a young American woman who, after the 
mysterious murder of her mother, travels to London to 
track down her biological father – the legendary Sherlock 
Holmes. But Holmes is not the mythical figure Amelia has 
come to expect.” Starlings is keen to point out that 
“Sherlock’s Daughter was put in development before 
Netflix’s movie Enola Holmes, about Sherlock Holmes’s 
younger sister, was announced.” 

The Cameron Hollyer Memorial Lecture is presented 
annually by the Friends of the Arthur Conan Doyle 
Collection at the Toronto Public Library. This year’s 
lecture, held on 28th November, was given by rare-book 
dealer Rebecca Romney, whose topic was Sherlockian 

Collecting: A Tour of Clever, Creative, and Weird 

Pursuits. Her presentation is now available to view on 
YouTube at www.tinyurl.com//yytrr59m .  

Books of Interest  

From Abbey to Wiles - Expanded Edition 2021 by 
Nicholas Utechin (Sherlock Holmes Society of London, 
32pp, £7.00) The first and second editions of this title are 
out of print, but fear not; Nick has once again updated his 
study of artists and their book cover work. The new third 
edition provides more information about the illustrators 
Frank Marston and Philip Simmonds, plus a further 
exploration of the Murray omnibus editions of the 
Sherlock Holmes stories. This revised and enlarged 
edition, with full colour throughout, is now available 
exclusively from the Society. Full information at 
www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/product/abbey-to-wiles/ 

Jeff Falkingham has been back in touch about his new 
book, Focusing the Lens on Doyle and Holmes 
(Falkingham Frontier Fantasies, 2021). Amongst the 
twelve essays are included his works that have won the 
Sigerson Award from the Norwegian Explorers of 
Minnesota. Jeff says, “A bonus chapter at the end tells the 
history of Holmes in limericks that hit all the highlights of 
the Sherlockian Canon.” He advises that the best way to 
find his books is through the links on his website 
www.cccaper.com The eBook is $2.99; the paperback will 
appear in mid-February.  

Obituaries 

Rosalind Knight died on 19 December, age 87. Most 
recently appearing as Horrible Grandma in the TV comedy 
Friday Night Dinner, her varied career spanned 70 years 
and included parts in the early Carry On and St. Trinian’s 
series of films. Her stage career included work with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company and other repertory 
companies, but she will be known to Sherlockians as the 
imperious Countess of Morcar in Granada’s ‘The Blue 

Carbuncle.’  

We are sorry to have to report the loss of two valued long-
time members of our Society: 

Tony Marshall died on 17 December. As chief staff 
photographer for the Daily Telegraph, he discovered the 
joys of our Society when sent to cover our 1987 pilgrimage 
to Switzerland. Tony embraced the character of Col. 
Sebastian Moran to such a degree that he and his wife, 
Judy, hosted a costumed Tiger Shoot at their London home. 
A giant pneumatic Esso tiger rose majestically from the 
depths of the garden, to the glee of the guests and utter 
bewilderment of the neighbours. On retiring to Devon, 
Tony and Judy became leading members of The Poor Folk 
Upon the Moors. We will miss Tony’s cheery personality 
and vast sense of humour. 

Anna Smyth also participated in the 1987 Swiss trip, 
accompanying her husband Fraser, a veteran member. She 
joined the Society that same year, and was active in many 
of the Society’s pilgrimages and events, before and after 
Fraser’s death in 1996. Anna died peacefully in her sleep 
on New Year's Eve. Always welcoming to hesitant new 
members, her warm influence will be missed by us all. 

Periodicals Received 

Baker Street in Baltimore, December 2020 (The Six 

Napoleons of Baltimore, Greg Ruby,  
SixNapoleonsOfBaltimore@gmail.com) 

The Baker Street Times, December 2020 (Sherlock 

Holmes Special Interest Group (SIG) of British Mensa, 
British Mensa Ltd., St John’s House, St John’s Square, 
Wolverhampton WV2 4AH; Mensa(SIGSec/Editor: Neil 

Matthews, SherlockHolmesSIG@gmail.com) 

The Beacon Society Quarterly Newsletter, Vol. 4, No. 4, 
December 2020 (The Beacon Society, Denny Dobry, 
"Headlight"; dendobry@ptd.net,  
www.beaconsociety.com) 

The Bilge Pump – The Irregular Publication of the Crew 

of the Barque Lone Star, January 2021 (Steve Mason; 

mason.steve8080@gmail.com ) 

The Cri Bar Crier, Vol. 26 No. 2, January 2021 (Criterion 

Bar Association of Chicago;  
franklin.saksena@gmail.com) 

The Passengers' Log, October 2020 (The Sydney 

Passengers, Erin O'Neill, editor; erin.index@gmail.com) 

Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, December 2020 
(Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-
4401, USA; blau7103@comcast.net) 

The Serpentine Muse, Autumn 2020 (The Adventuresses 

of Sherlock Holmes, Heather Holloway & Crystal Noll, 
P.O. Box 1802, Griffin, GA 30224, USA;  
SerpentineMuseASH@gmail.com) 

The Whaling News, January 2021 (The Harpooners of 

the Sea Unicorn, St. Charles, MO; J Andrew Basford; 

pcairnes26@outlook.com ) 
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