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Please keep visiting our website, which is being updated 

frequently with news, important information and many 

items of interest: www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk. You will 

find current updates on events that have either been 

cancelled because of COVID restrictions, or rescheduled 

as a Zoom meeting. 

Ron Fish compiles the immensely useful Sherlockian 

Calendar which lists meetings from around the world. It 

can be accessed at www.sherlockiancalendar.com , where 

you might find a virtual meeting to join via Zoom. You can 

provide details of your own society’s meetings to Ron at 

RonF404@aol.com 

If you live in East Anglia (or know someone who does), 

Bernie Dollery would like to connect with members in the 

Norwich or NR postcodes, with the intention of organising 

some social get-togethers when COVID restrictions allow. 

Bernie says, “I’m open to suggestions on how often and 

what format people would like this to take.” There used to 

be several small groups active in East Anglia, and it would 

be nice to see another one starting up! If you’d like to get 

involved, you can contact Bernie at 

sherlockholmesnorfolk@yahoo.com 

National Poetry Day was on 1st October, and our 

member, Gyles Brandreth, began posting poems a week 

beforehand on his Twitter account. On 26th September he 

recited Vincent Starrett’s 221b. You can find it re-

tweeted on the Society’s Twitter page at @shsoclondon 

Andrew Jupp from BBC Radio advises “The last Carleton 

Hobbs and Norman Shelley 6x30min series begins on 

Radio 4 extra on November 2. We shall look at running the 

four novel dramatisations at some stage.” 

Bert Coules says: “Unless increased lockdown regulations 

interfere, my one-man show Watson: The Final Problem 

is to be given a one-off performance at the Grove Theatre 

Eastbourne on Saturday 28th November. Co-creator Tim 

Marriott stars. The audience will be socially-distanced, 

mostly seated at separated tables (with excellent waiter- 

and waitress service for drinks!). It’s a small and intimate 

space and there will be an opportunity after the 

performance to chat with myself and Tim in a Q&A 

session.” There are full details at  

https://www.groveeastbourne.com/watsonthefinalproblem 

After 25 years in business, the lease for Speedy’s Cafe is 

up for sale. Renowned for its excellent food and service, it 

was the much beloved location for action in the TV series 

Sherlock. The proprietors are keen to point out that “We 

are not closing…@speedyscafe is for sale! Anyone who’s 

interested call Chris on 0207 3833485 between 7 AM – 4 

PM Monday to Saturday.” 

News just in from Cliff Goldfarb: “The Friends of the 

Arthur Conan Doyle Collection at the Toronto Reference 

Library are pleased to announce that the 2020 Cameron 
Hollyer Memorial Lecture, which was postponed from 

April 22nd, will now take place on Saturday, November 28 

at 2:00 p.m. EST, via Zoom. Rebecca Romney, rare book 

dealer and regular on the TV series Pawn Stars, will be 

speaking on Sherlockian Book Collecting: A Tour of 

Clever, Creative, and Weird Libraries.” For more 

information, go to: http://www.acdfriends.org/events.html 

With the distinct possibility of another lockdown, this 

could be a good opportunity for the writers amongst us to 

engage in a spot of research. It’s worth taking a look at 

https://www.visitportsmouth.co.uk/conandoyle/investigat

e/archives which states: “This is the largest section of the 

Richard Lancelyn Green Collection and to date has been 

the most challenging section to sort. Currently around 84% 

of the total archive has been added to the catalogue and is 

available for public access.” 

John Lennon would have celebrated his 80th birthday on 

9th October. His second collection of writings, A Spaniard 

in the Works (1965) included the Sherlock Holmes parody 

‘The Singularge Experience of Miss Anne Duffield’ 

containing the immortal line, “Ellifitzgerald, my dear 

Whopper!” The original manuscript and drawings sold at 

auction in 2014, realising more than double their original 

estimate. However, thanks to The Arthur Conan Doyle 

Encyclopedia, you can still view them at 

https://www.arthur-conan-

doyle.com/index.php/The_Singularge_Experience_of_Mi

ss_Anne_Duffield 

And several sharp-eyed readers have noted that in the 

official video for Lennon’s October 1980 hit, ‘Starting 

Over,’ the camera pans across his bookshelves, revealing a 

copy of The Complete Sherlock Holmes next to 

Finnegan’s Wake. You’ll spot it at one minute 19 seconds 

into the video. 

Books of Interest 

A Kickstarter campaign has been launched for Sherlock 

Holmes: A Three-Pipe Christmas. Edited by Dan 

Andriacco for Belanger Books, it includes ACD’s ‘The 
Blue Carbuncle,’ ‘The Unique Hamlet’ by Vincent Starrett 

and ‘The Adventure of the Unique Dickensians’ by August 



Derleth, plus contributions from many other familiar 

names, including Susan Rice and Roger Johnson. Each 

story is illustrated with new artwork created specifically 

for this collection. Any profits from the book will go to the 

Joel Senter Essay Contest, which is organised by the 

Beacon Society. For more information go to: 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/belangerbooks/sherl

ock-holmes-a-three-pipe-christmas 

The Sherlock Holmes Escape Book: The Adventure of 

the British Museum by Charles Phillips & Melanie 

Frances (Ammonite Press, 136pp pbk, £9.99). If you feel 

as if your brain is shrivelling under the restraints of COVID 

regulations, this could be the solution toward keeping those 

little grey cells active. This is the second title in a series of 

Sherlock Holmes Escape Books, in which the reader must 

solve the puzzles to escape the pages. (The first, The 

Adventure of the Waterworks, was reviewed in July 

2019.) There are codes, ciphers, riddles and red herrings, 

plus a Hieroglyphic Code Wheel set into the cover to assist 

you in your quest. It is 1901 and, trapped in the British 

Museum, the player takes the role of Sherlock Holmes. 

With the assistance of Dr. Watson, a perplexing mystery 

must be solved whilst also stopping a potential threat to the 

crown. Many of the objects described can still be seen in 

the British Museum and the map provided is based on a 

genuine floor plan of the Museum from this period.  

Obituaries 

Marilyn MacGregor died on 16th September, six weeks 

after her 94th birthday. An active member in Sherlockian 

and Wodehousian societies around the world, she joined 

the Sherlock Holmes Society of London in 1990 and 

participated in many of its activities and excursions. She 

was a driving force in the Scowrers and Molly Maguires of 

San Francisco since the 1960s, and was invested in the 

Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes as ‘Elizabeth 

Baskerville’. In 1999 she received the investiture ‘V.V.341’ 

in the Baker Street Irregulars.  

Susan Rice died on 28th September after a battle with 

cancer. She was amongst the intrepid group of young ladies 

who campaigned against the BSI’s male-only policy, and 

in 1991 was one of the first women to be invested as an 

Irregular, “with all rights and privileges,” as ‘Beeswing.’ A 

guiding light within ASH, she was also a leading authority 

on apiculture in the Canon and on early BSI Vincent 

Starrett. For nearly thirty years she hosted the annual 

William Gillette Memorial Luncheon, held on the same 

day as the BSI dinner. If you never had the privilege of 

knowing Susan, Ray Betzner’s affectionate blog will 

provide you with an idea of what you missed: 

http://www.vincentstarrett.com/blog/2020/10/6/off-topic-

susan-rice 

John Pforr died on 23rd September, age 82. A member of 

our Society since 1991, he was invested in the Baker Street 

Irregulars in 1996 as ‘Police Constable Cook.’ A 

prominent member of the Six Napoleons of Baltimore, he 

served as their Gasogene XXV and was organiser and host 

of their Saturday with Sherlock Holmes programs for 

several years.  

Yuko Takeuchi was found dead at her Tokyo home on 27th 

September, having taken her own life. She was 40. A 

popular actress, she was the winner of four Japanese 

Academy Awards and appeared in the original version of 

the ghost story Ring. She went on to play the consulting 

detective Sara “Sherlock” Futaba in the highly regarded 

Japanese television series Miss Sherlock. 

Tony Tanner - actor, theatre director and choreographer - 

died on 8th September, age 88. Amongst his many 

accomplishments, he took the lead in Half a Sixpence on 

Broadway in 1962 and joined the Royal Shakespeare 

Company’s production of Sherlock Holmes in 1975, 

replacing Trevor Peacock as Sidney Prince. 

Frank Windsor died on 30th September, age 92. Best 

known for the TV series Z-Cars and its spin-off series 

Softly, Softly and Softly, Softly: Taskforce, he played 

Detective Sergeant John Watt (later promoted to Inspector 

and Chief Superintendent). He appeared in many other 

major television series, including the 1973 series Jack the 

Ripper. In 1988 Windsor played Dr Watson with Francis 

Matthews as Holmes in the original production of the play 

Holmes and the Ripper by Brian Clemens. 

Periodicals Received 

Baker Street in Baltimore, September 2020 (The Six 

Napoleons of Baltimore, Greg Ruby,  

SixNapoleonsOfBaltimore@gmail.com) 

The Bilge Pump – The Irregular Publication of the Crew 

of the Barque Lone Star, October 2020 (Steve Mason; 

mason.steve@epa.gov ) 

Canadian Holmes, Fall 2020 (The Journal of the 

Bootmakers of Toronto, Mark and JoAnn Alberstat, 46 

Kingston Crescent, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, B3A 2M2, 

Canada; markalberstat@gmail.com) 

The Cri Bar Crier, Vol. 26 No. 1, October 2020 (Criterion 

Bar Association of Chicago;  

franklin.saksena@gmail.com) 

Mayday Mayday, September 2020 (The Crew of the SS 

May Day, Belfast, Oscar Ross; oscarross@hotmail.com) 

Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, September 2020 

(Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-

4401, USA; blau7103@comcast.net) 

The Serpentine Muse, Summer 2020 (The Adventuresses 

of Sherlock Holmes, Heather Holloway & Crystal Noll, 

P.O. Box 1802, Griffin, GA 30224, USA; 

SerpentineMuseASH@gmail.com ) 

The Whaling News, October 2020 (The Harpooners of 

the Sea Unicorn, St. Charles, MO; J Andrew Basford; 

pcairnes26@outlook.com) 
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