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It is dark and stormy in London at the moment – perfect weather for 

curling up in an armchair and reading HOUN – but the clouds are due 

to break for the weekend, which is good news for those of you who, 

like me, intend to queue for the Sherlock Holmes Prom at the Royal 

Albert Hall on Sunday. The Baker Street Babes recently interviewed 

Matthew Sweet, one of the organisers behind the event, and you can 

listen to this interview and download their podcast via their website:   

http://bakerstreetbabes.com/podcast/2505-2/. Phil Atwell has noted 

that tomorrow, Friday 14th August, at 7.15pm on BBC Radio 4’s 

Front Row, Samira Ahmed is scheduled to discuss Sherlock Holmes’s 

fascination with music ahead of the Prom. The concert itself takes 

place at 3.30pm on Sunday. Seating tickets have sold out, but Proms 

are all about the promenading really, so there are plenty of standing 

tickets available at £5 each (cash only) for those prepared to arrive in 

good time to queue. If you are planning to get a day ticket but have 

never been to the Proms before, I advise you strongly to read the 

Going to the Proms FAQs via this link before you turn up: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/14C4Gvw1P43PK4RvS

C5Qkbt/going-to-the-proms-faqs As I mentioned in previous issues, 

those of you not attending the concert in person will be able to listen 

live on BBC Radio 3, and the recording should be available for 30 

days on iPlayer. 

 

Our intrepid Doyleockian has been at it again: Alistair Duncan’s No 

Better Place : Arthur Conan Doyle, Windlesham and 

Communication with The Other Side was released this week by MX 

Publishing. Following his second marriage in 1907, Arthur Conan 

Doyle was looking to the future. The years ahead would see the birth 

of three children, fresh literary success and the discovery of his new 

faith. Those same years would also see the First World War, the final 

adventures of Sherlock Holmes and ridicule from the religious and 

scientific communities for his beliefs. This book completes a trilogy 

of biographical works by Alistair which are infused with local detail, 

following Doyle through the houses he lived in while writing the 

Canon. I have yet to read this latest endeavour but I look forward to 

reviewing it in a future issue. MX Publishing have three copies to 

give away. If you would like to be in with a chance of reading, simply 

email holmes@mxpublishing.co.uk with the subject heading ‘No 

Better Place’ by Friday 28th August. No ghosts need apply. 

A wonderful offer from Nick Utechin: he has a number of duplicate 

copies of The Sherlock Holmes Journal which he is willing to give 

away for free if postage and packaging is paid. Email Nick for a list 

if you are interested: highfieldfarmhouse@gmail.com 

 

Nick has also shared his memory of a wondrous tape that the great 

Sir Peter O'Sullevan, voice of Racing, who died on 29th July this 

year, did for the Society in 1991: ‘Peter Horrocks organised that year's 

trip to Winchester, and had the bright idea of asking Peter O'Sullevan 

to do a cod commentary on ‘The Silver Blaze’ race for a cassette to 

give attendees: I was working with Nick Ross on radio at the time, 

and did a tiny intro myself cueing in Nick, who talked of an amazing 

discovery of an ancient recording of the commentary, and then 

O'Sullevan did the finest, most brilliant piece of work of  - I believe 

– a Horrocks script for 3 or 4 minutes. Peter then organised a 

wonderful Thank You Dinner for relevant participants.’ Sir Peter was 

also a guest of the Society in more recent years, attending The Silver 

Blaze Wessex Cup organised by Robert Ellis. 

George Cole, beloved by many for his role as Arthur Daley in the TV 

show Minder during the 80s, died on 5th August. He played Josiah 

Amberley in Bert Coules’s radio adaptation of ‘The Retired 

Colourman,’ with Clive Merrison and Michael Williams, first 

broadcast of Radio 4 on 29 March 1995. 

 

Ray Jessel, who co-wrote the musical Baker Street (1965) with 

Jerome Coopersmith, died on 17th July. I have very fond memories of 

seeing him perform a one-man cabaret show in London a number of 

years ago, and I was very amused to find out about an occasion on 

which he hustled America’s Got Talent. The Huffington Post 

published a great article in remembrance, including a link to a 

recording of Richard Burton performing the Watsonian ditty ‘A 

Married Man’: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-j-

elisberg/remembering-ray-jessel_b_7971652.html 

 

Catherine Cooke has informed us of a wonderful event coming up at 

Westminster Reference Library: ‘We are delighted to announce that 

on the publication day, 10 September 2015, at 6.30pm, Westminster 

Reference Library (35, St. Martin's Street, London, WC2H 7HP) 

will host a launch event for Bonnie MacBird’s new Sherlock Holmes 

novel Art in the Blood, published in hardback by HarperCollins. 

Bonnie will talk about how she researched the background to her 

novel, the sources she used and where she found inspiration. 

 There is no charge for the event, but we do ask people to book at 

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/art-in-the-blood-a-historical-novel-

case-study-tickets-17965647736 or by phone 020 7641 6200 (ext.2). 

Refreshments will be provided and copies of the book will be 

available to purchase.’  

 

Hardy’s Brasserie and Wine Bar in Marylebone will be putting on 

a literary dinner in celebration of the publication of Art in the Blood. 

This will take place on Monday 21st September from 7pm and will 

cost £30 per person for a three-course book-inspired dinner (the 

starter is a pea-souper) and an author talk. For tickets and enquiries, 

please email: hardysbookdinners@gmail.com 

 

I will be reviewing Art in the Blood in the next issue of the DM. 

 

Friends and admirers of Jeremy Brett are invited to Clapham 

Common on the 12th September, the 20th anniversary of his death. 

Jeremy Brett’s last home was a penthouse flat with superb views of 

Clapham Common, a place that was very dear to him. In 2007 a tree 

was planted in his memory, near the Bandstand – one of his favourite 

spots. On the 12th September a handsome commemorative bench will 

be dedicated, and tributes paid by some of his colleagues and friends. 

We suggest that people should start gathering at the Bandstand at 1pm 

for a picnic. For anyone who is local, or staying in London, 

Wyndham’s Theatre have offered us access between 10am and 

12noon to the Royal Circle Bar to view the plaque placed there by 

“the Irregulars” and a display of Keith Harding’s photographs of 

Jeremy Brett and Edward Hardwicke in The Secret of Sherlock 

Holmes. Just turn up between 10 and 12, and the theatre staff will 

welcome you. For updates, check 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1462453807302910/ or 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/609650632418766/ 
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Still no official announcement about a British premiere of William 

Gillette’s Sherlock Holmes (1916). Anyone able to make it to 

Connecticut on the 18th, 19th or 20th September, however, may be 

interested to know that there will be screenings at William Gillette’s 

Castle. Tickets must be purchased in advance, details can be found 

on the website of the Friends of Gillette Castle: 

http://friendsofgillettecastle.com/ 

 

National Theatre Live have organised broadcasts of Benedict 

Cumberbatch’s Hamlet on October 15th (with Encore showings on 

later dates). You can see a list of some of the venues with screenings 

on the National Theatre website: 

http://ntlive.nationaltheatre.org.uk/productions/ntlout10-hamlet 

 

I had the great pleasure of attending a preview of Adventures of the 

Improvised Sherlock before the cast went up to Scotland to begin their 

run at the Edinburgh Fringe. Irreverent, uncanonical, but infused 

with a love of the Doylean Holmes, the cast played with the great 

detective in a Python-esque way that made for a delightful evening in 

a pub and gave me sore ribs. If you are amongst the hordes decamping 

to Edinburgh for the summer, do go to see 

them: https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/adventures-of-the-

improvised-sherlock-holmes 

 

For a list of Sherlockian/Doylean shows at the Fringe this year, you 

can refer back to DM issue 353. 

 

The Baker Street Irregulars Press has published a third collection of 

essays to mark the triennial running of the Silver Blaze Race at 

Saratoga Raceway titled Saratoga: At the Rail. The new volume 

focuses on the two Sherlockian adventures concerned with 

horseracing, SILV and SHOS, but the topics of the book’s essays 

range widely: from art to aphorisms, and anti-Semitism to canines, 

corpses, and crime. Candace Lewis examines three of the best-known 

illustrators of the Sherlock Holmes stories, setting them in the context 

of the fine arts and commercial arts of the times. Hartley Nathan poses 

the question ‘Does crime pay?’ by scrutinizing the profitability of 

criminal activities in SILV and SHOS. Clifford Goldfarb offers an in-

depth account of how a dog that did nothing in the night-time has 

become a metaphor for nearly everything. Charles Blanksteen weighs 

the case for Conan Doyle being anti-Semitic using evidence from his 

writings and activities. Lastly, Roger Donway searches for the 

original of the racehorse, Shoscombe Prince and discovers 

remarkable parallels with Conan Doyle’s life. 

The book is a 90 page, 7” x 10” soft cover containing numerous black 

and white, and color illustrations. $18.95 plus shipping 

Order at www.bakerstreetjournal.com 

 

Oscar Ross has observed that Sir Ian McKellan’s Mr Holmes (2015) 

is due to be available on DVD (Region 2) from 26th October 2015. 

 

More news from MX Publishing: they have announced a Kickstarter 

campaign to help cover the cost of creating a three-volume The MX 

Book of New Sherlock Holmes Stories with 60 stories whose authors 

have pledged all their royalties to the renovation of Conan Doyle's 

home Undershaw by the Stepping Stones School. David Marcum is 

editing the anthology, and, if you make haste, you can contribute to 

the campaign at the Kickstarter web-site: 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1229605719/the-worlds-

largest-new-sherlock-holmes-story-colle?ref=nav_search 

The project is already exceeding targets and is attracting a lot of 

attention. David Marcum has alerted me to several articles that have 

been published about the project, including this one from the Radio 

Times: 

http://www.radiotimes.com/news/2015-07-15/largest-ever-

collection-of-new-sherlock-holmes-stories-will-raise-money-to-

restore-conan-doyles-house 

There will be more articles in the near future, including interviews 

with most of the authors/contributors on the ‘I Hear of Sherlock 

Everywhere’ website. 

 

The plans for the Stepping Stones School at Undershaw are to be 

reviewed by a High Court Judge, according to this article on the BBC 

website: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-surrey-33878437 

Phil Atwell reports that The Castle Cinema in Wellingborough, 

Northamptonshire, are screening a selection of Sherlockian movies 

including The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes, The Scarlet Claw, and 

Hammer’s The Hound of the Baskervilles. More details on their 

website:  http://www.thecastle.org.uk/1/Home 

 

Peter Blau has noted that Aubrey Morris died on 15th July. He made 

his stage debut in 1944, performed in the West End and on Broadway, 

and went on to a long career as a supporting actor in film and on 

television; he played the Coach Driver in The Adventure of Sherlock 

Holmes' Smarter Brother (1975). 

 

Peter Blau also notes that Phil Austin died on 18th June. The official 

lead guitarist of the Firesign Theater, he was a co-author and 

performer on their album The Giant Rat of Sumatra (1974), which 

featured Hemlock Stones and Flotsam.  

 

David Arquette, known for his roles in Scream (1996), and Eight 

Legged Freaks (2002) is set to play Sherlock Holmes in a new play 

by Greg Kramer. It is set to have its US premiere in Chicago this 

coming November. Here is a brief article from the Chicago Tribune: 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/theater/news/ct-

david-arquette-sherlock-holmes-story.html 

 

We, of course, know that by rights 221B Baker Street ought to be 

under the ownership of Mrs Hudson or her descendants. Nevertheless, 

there seem to be some strange goings on in Baker Street at the 

moment and the ownership is shrouded in mystery, according to this 

article from the Independent: 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/221b-baker-street-

sherlock-holmes-fictional-london-home-subject-to-ownership-

mystery-10406034.html 

The location of the 221B Baker Street Plaque unveiled by Jeremy 

Brett which used to be displayed at the entrance to Abbey House is 

also still missing. Surely we should be checking to see if any of the 

former employees of the Abbey National resided in Streatham… 

 

And finally… Do you like the BBC’s Sherlock? Do you like dolls 

with oversized heads? If you answered ‘yes’ and ‘yes’ you’ll be 

pleased to know that Funko have produced a range of items just for 

you:  http://funko.com/search?type=product&q=sherlock 

 

Carrie Chandler 
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