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I write to you this month from the inspiring new Reading Room at 

the Wellcome Collection on the Euston Road. It is open to everyone 

and filled with all sorts of wonderful curiosities – books, paintings, 

amulets, board games, antique medical equipment, et al. I am 

reclining on a theatrical reproduction of Freud’s couch and there are 

straitjackets hanging from the wall to be used if needed. If you ever 

find yourself at a loose end in the great cesspool and need 

somewhere inspiring to cogitate over a pressing problem, or merely 

to while away a few hours, this is the place to come. 

http://wellcomecollection.org/readingroom 

 

Members should all have received details regarding our upcoming 

events this May. As is traditional, we are holding a series of 

activities in the Capital, beginning with our AGM on the evening of 

Thursday 14th May. On Friday 15th, there will be a tour of BBC 

Broadcasting House and a talk by Bert Coules; on Saturday 16th we 

have the opportunity to view the various collections held by 

University College London while considering the Watsonian 

connections; and on Sunday there will be a game of Sherlock 

Holmes Monopoly for those who wish to test their detective skills. 

Full details can be found on our website if you have not otherwise 

received notification. You must be a fully subscribing member, or 

guest of a member, to attend. The deadline for applications is 

Thursday 7th May. http://www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/events/ 

 

It is with a heavy heart that I must yet again bring up the end of the 

Museum of London’s exhibition Sherlock Holmes: The Man Who 

Never Lived and Will Never Die. It is all over now, but there will 

soon be available a specially compiled catalogue as a permanent 

keepsake. A first edition of 300 copies has been published by The 

Quartering Press, an imprint of The Baker Street Irregulars Press.   

Compiled and edited by Nicholas Utechin and Catherine Cooke, it 

contains a Foreword by the exhibition’s curator, Alex Werner, and 

contributions from two of the principle lenders of exhibits – Glen 

Miranker and Constantine Rossakis. 

As those who have been following our various emails, website posts 

and social media messages over the past weeks will know, the very 

limited time for purchasing the catalogue from Nick Utechin has 

now passed. Henceforth, the catalogue will only be available from 

the Baker Street Irregulars at $20 (plus transatlantic postage of 

$22.95). It is expected to be available through their online shop after 

11th May. http://www.bakerstreetjournal.com/ 

 

All manner of goodies are still available to be purchased from the 

Museum of London’s online shop, including the eponymous 

exhibition book: a terrific tome and a must have for any Sherlockian 

library in my opinion. See their website for the full range 

http://www.museumoflondonshop.co.uk/store/category/2/72/Sherloc

k-Holmes/ (they also stock Sherduck Holmes: an essential item for 

any Sherlockian bathroom). 

 

Immersive street games are all the rage in London at the moment. In 

May 2014, we had great fun solving a murderous puzzle in King’s 

Cross thanks to A Door in a Wall, who continue to contrive intricate 

and entertaining games. On the horizon this year, at our May 

weekend, we have Sherlock Holmes Monopoly. If you have missed 

both of these events (or enjoy them so much you are hungry for 

more), there is a Sherlock Holmes themed game run by City Dash 

taking place on Friday 15th May around Baker Street. Think you 

can help the police round up Moriarty’s henchmen? City Dash have 

given The District Messenger a special discount of 20% off tickets, 

so if you have got a team and want to sign up, use the code 

BAKERSTREET01. Tickets and further information available here: 

https://citydash.fire-hazard.net/events/54/tickets 

 

The line-up for the BBC Proms 2015 has been released and, for the 

first time ever, there is a Sherlock Holmes Prom. For those 

unfamiliar with this tradition, every summer in London there is a 

season of orchestral concerts, predominantly at the Royal Albert 

Hall, with large numbers of cheap standing tickets available for 

those who are willing and able to queue on the day. It is tremendous 

fun, and the inclusion of Sherlock Holmes can only make it more so. 

‘Prom 41: Sherlock Holmes – A Musical Mind’ will take place on 

Sunday 16th August at 3.30pm. It will feature works by Paganini, 

Lassus and Wagner, as well as a selection of pieces written for film 

and TV scores including Miklós Rózsa’s The Private Life of 

Sherlock Holmes and David Arnold and Michael Price’s music from 

the BBC’s Sherlock. Special guests include Mark Gatiss and mezzo-

soprano Christine Rice who will be exploring the repertoire of Irene 

Adler. If you are not a fan of queuing, standing, or uncertainty, you 

can also purchase seated tickets from the Royal Albert Hall in 

advance when general booking opens on 16th May. If you cannot 

make it to the Proms that afternoon, the concert will be broadcast 

live on BBC Radio 3 and will subsequently be available on BBC 

iPlayer for 30 days. http://www.bbc.co.uk/events/egnrzc 

 

Also as part of the Proms season, Philip Hoare (author of the 

biography of Netley, Spike Island, who was our guest speaker at the 

National Liberal Club, March 2012) will be giving a free talk on 

Oscar Wilde and the first year of the Proms, 1895 (beloved by us, 

but a bad one for Oscar), at the Royal College of Music from 

5.45pm on Monday 3rd August. http://www.bbc.co.uk/events/e2nrzc 

 

We are still waiting for a UK premiere date for William Gillette’s 

Sherlock Holmes. The people of San Francisco, however, have a 

special screening as part of the San Francisco Silent Film Festival 

on 31st May at 7pm. If you are lucky enough to be able to make it, 

you may like to get in touch with The Scowrers and Molly Maguires 

who are holding some social events to mark the occasion. Full 

details are on our website: http://www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/if-

youre-going-to-san-francisco/ 

 

Here is a Sight and Sound Magazine article on the Gillette film 

from the BFI: http://www.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/sight-sound-

magazine/features/first-hand-evidence-william-gillette-s-restored-

1916 

 

We do know the UK release date for Mr Holmes, as I reported last 

time (19th June), and there is now a trailer to whet your appetite 

further: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qng3t9RZk6Q 
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Tom Ue has issued a call for papers for yet another work of 

Sherlockian academia, following on from his work on Fan 

Phenomena and Challenger Unbound (to be launched at Conan 

Doyle Con on 30th May, as I noted in the last edition 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/conan-doyle-con-tickets-

16295793156). Tom is seeking original scholarship on Holmes 

adaptations for a special edition of the Journal of Popular Film and 

Television. For more information, email Tom 

(ue_tom@hotmail.com ) or see attached CFP. 

 

ITV are reportedly behind a new supernatural crime drama featuring 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Harry Houdini. Only sparse details 

about this show have escaped so far, I await further information 

from the Other Side… 

 

The Sherlock Convention Sherlocked took place at Excel, London, 

last weekend. Twitter users can search #Sherlocked, to see how 

much fun was had. 

 

Some Doylean delights are part of the upcoming Overground 

Underground festival in Ingleton, North Yorkshire this summer. 

As those familiar with Doyle’s biography will know, his mother, 

Mary, lived in the area for over 30 years at Masongill Cottage on the 

Waller Estate. On Saturday 20th June at 10.30am, Martyn Sutton 

will be giving at talk at St. Mary’s Church about Doyle’s connection 

to the area, including a speculative discussion about a stained glass 

window dedicated to the memory of a man named Randal Hopley 

Sherlock – coincidence or inspiration? There will be a rare chance 

to view the window as part of the event. At 1pm, Martyn will also 

be part of an organised walk in the parish of Thornton-in-Lonsdale 

including anecdotes about Doyle’s connection to the area. This will 

include a visit to St Oswald's Church where Doyle married Louise 

Hawkins and where Bryan Charles Waller is buried. Martyn runs a 

shop named ‘Uncle Jeremy’s Household,’ an homage to one of 

Doyle’s short stories that features the area. He wrote an article titled 

‘Conan Doyle, Sherlock and Ingleton’ that was published in our 

Winter Journal and this is a great introduction to a topic which will 

get deeper treatment in a book he is working on for MX Publishing 

(working title Conan Doyle: In the Shadow of Ingleborough). The 

Overground Underground festival is a great opportunity to explore 

an area well known to Doyle that may have inspired his writing. If 

you can make it to North Yorkshire in June, you can find full details 

in the festival’s programme: http://www.ogug.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2015/04/2021_OGUG_Program_2015.pdf-

RHP.pdf.  Martyn recommends the use of www.visitingleton.co.uk 

for information if you wish to stay longer than one day. 

 

There is also an article on the Ingleton connection ‘Sherlock Holmes 

och Ingleton’ by Erik Eriksson in volume 118 of The Moor, 

produced by The Baskerville Hall Club of Sweden. Sadly, I cannot 

read Swedish, which is very frustrating because the contents of The 

Moor look incredibly interesting. If you know the language, and 

would like to find out more, here is the Club’s website 

http://baskervillehallclubsweden.webs.com/ 

 

The Poor Folk Upon the Moors are holding their annual Croquet 

Match on Sunday 28th June 2015. Lunch will be at the Cowick 

Barton Inn (EX2 9HF) from midday and the croquet will take place 

nearby at about 2pm.  The cost is £17 for members of PFUM and 

£18.50 for guests to include lunch and cream tea. All are welcome 

but please contact Judith Marshall, Craze Lowman, Tiverton, Devon 

EX16 7DG or Geraldine Beare (gjwriter@gmail.com). Applications 

must be received by 12th June at the latest. Details are also on our 

website: http://www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/the-henry-drew-

memorial-croquet-match/ 

 

The Poor Folk AGM is now on Saturday 21st November at the Two 

Bridges Hotel, Dartmoor. They are also producing a Silver Jubilee 

Edition of The Torr in Spring 2016. The focus will be on The 

Hound, The Devil's Foot and Silver Blaze. Anyone who would like 

to contribute please contact: stephen.arthur@gmx.ch 

 

Valerie Osment, who designed and painted the Sherlock Holmes 

Book Bench for London last year, has just completed a Sherlock 

Holmes dragon for the 2015 GoGo Dragons in Norwich: see 

www.gogodragons.co.uk. GoGo Dragon Sherlock is sponsored by 

a firm of estate agents called Watsons, and he has his own twitter 

account at https://twitter.com/gogosherlock. 

 

Over in Limerick, Ireland, there is a mysterious talk at the Hunt 

Museum scheduled for Tuesday 5th May. Dr Philip Cottrell of 

University College Dublin will be giving a lunchtime lecture on a 

Venetian art mystery. His unit is ‘Sherlock Holmes, Giovanni 

Morelli and the Curious Case of the Three Bonifacios’. If you wish 

to investigate, more details can be found via this website: 

http://www.huntmuseum.com/whats-on/talks-and-lectures/-a-

venetian-art-mystery-.aspx 

 

An exhibition of work by Stewart Darby, a former staff 

photographer at Granada Studios is opening today in Llandudno at 

Venue Cymru. Photographs from their Sherlock Holmes series will 

feature. See the Venue Cymru website for details. 

https://www.venuecymru.co.uk/exhibition-by-stewart-darby.html 

 

Hawk Norton, a private collector of books about London who 

resides in Brentford, is selling his entire collection, including some 

items of Sherlockian interest such as volumes of The Strand 

Magazine. You can request a catalogue directly from him via email 

hawk@btinternet.com.  Read more about the sale on the Londonist 

website: 

http://londonist.com/2015/04/huge-collection-of-rare-london-books-

for-sale.php 

 

MC Black recommends the services of Bibliophile Books for online 

and postal book services. If readers ask for catalogues (free) or place 

orders, it would be helpful if they would quote reference 1045 as 

this enable Bibliophile to trace the recommendation. Find out more 

about them through their website http://www.bibliophilebooks.com/ 

 

IDW have announced a 5-issue comic book adaptation of Nicholas 

Meyer’s The Seven Per Cent Solution, adapted by writers Scott 

and David Tipton, and Ron Joseph. To be released this August, see 

publisher’s website: https://www.idwpublishing.com/nicholas-

meyers-the-seven-per-cent-solution-comes-to-comics-this-august/ 

 

Carl ‘Dominie’ Wirth has produced a good overview by of Sherlock 

Holmes in comic books and graphic novels for this year’s Beaten’s 

Christmas Annual, produced by Washington-based BSI scion 

society The Sound of the Baskervilles. This publication is now in 

its 32nd year, and contains an eclectic mix of pastiches, quizzes, 

commentary, cookery (there is a recipe for ‘Blue Carbuncle Geese 

Cookies’), et al. If you would like to order your own copy, see their 

website for details: http://soundofthebaskervilles.com/sale.html 

 

No reviews for you this month, but here are details of some new and 

upcoming publications:  

 

Carlopio, James, Sherlock Holmes and the July Crisis (Australia, 

Publicious Pty Ltd, 13th March 2015) 

 

Duffy, Seamus, Sherlock Holmes and the Four Corners of Hell 

(London, Hale Books, 31st March 2015) 

 

Dundas, Zach, The Great Detective : The Amazing Rise and 

Immortal Life of Sherlock Holmes (New York, Houghton Mifflin 

Harcourt, 2nd June 2015) 

 

And finally, as Reichenbach Day is almost upon us, Czech artist 

Petr Kopl is creating a graphic adaptation of ‘The Final Problem’. 

See his Kickstarter page for details:  

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1229605719/sherlock-holmes-

the-final-problem-graphic-novel 
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