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A year ago | hailed the completion @avid Timson's ambitious Pitkin Publishing (Healey House, Dene Road, Andp¥ants. SP10
project, to record the entire Canon for Naxos ABdioks (2nd Floor, 2AA) is well known for handsome full-colour souveguides to places
40A High Street, Welwyn, Herts. AL6 9EQ). Last munin the author’'s of interest — and to popular literary classics, litest beingrhe World

sesquicentennial year, Naxos launciié@ Complete Sherlock Holmesof Sherlock Holmesy Peter Brimacombe £4.99 gets you thirty-two
as a boxed set, priced at £180.00 (but we're nagod a special offer pages of elementary but well-chosen, splendidbsiiiated information.
for members of the Society with the Audiobook Star&6 Baker Street, Visitors to London will be snapping it up, and guitght too.

London W1U 3EU - watch this space!). I've reviewtbd individual gack in 1995 Sherlock Holmes: Some Unpublished CasgRobert A
releases over a period of ten years, and I'm happyang the drum for yisch was published in a limited edition by the Insiatof Diagnostic
the set. David Timson, quite simply, is one of grteat voice actors. His Engineers (7 Weir Road, Kibworth, Leicester LE8 OLQ
characterisations are distinct and precise, hisngae masterly, and his 5gmin@diagnosticengineers.p9.99). For some reason it didn’t come
feeling for the stories is palpable. The productignNicolas Soames my way at the time, but the publishers have reganttovered a box or
and Roy McMillan is likewise excellent. two and sent me a copy. The eight cases are sgfynio the years
Also from Naxos, and likewise thoroughly recommehdis The between 1900 and 1930, the year of Arthur Conarldd®yeath. As you
Essential Sir Arthur Conan DoyleomprisingA Life of Arthur Conan might expect, aspects of engineering feature motieeably here than
Doyle (abridged) by Hesketh Pearson, read by Tim Pigotith; ‘The in Conan Doyle’s own stories — indeed, one of ttegomcharacters is a
Speckled Band’ and an extract frarhe White Compansead by David diagnostic engineer — but not to an extent thahimiisconcert the non-
Timson; ‘Lot no. 249’ and ‘The Sealed Room'’ read@srl Rigg; ‘How specialist. The intertwined plots are intelligendeaexciting, involving,
the Brigadier Slew the Fox' read by Rupert Degadraets fromThe as they do, espionage, murder, counterfeiting ame pand the narrative
Lost Worldread by Glen McCready, and ‘Danger!’ read by Jomat rattles along at a cracking pace. The period iagaatly evoked, Holmes
Oliver; the poem ‘The Inner Room’ and extracts frohe Vital Message and Watson are on good form, the canonical styleadseptably
andThe Cottingley Fairiesead by Crawford Logan; with introductionsreproduced, and, in surBherlock Holmes: Some Unpublished Cases
by David Timson and an eight-minute recording ofn@w Doyle a very enjoyable read.

himself. Six CDs, for just £19.99! The first full-length novel byRafe McGregor, The Architect of Murder
Nine years agoBrian Pugh, Curator of the Conan Doyle (Robert Hale, Clerkenwell House, 45-47 Clerkenw@tkeen, London
(Crowborough) Establishment, self-published a udefuof the dates in EC1R OHT; £18.99), only just misses being a thriie the first water.
Arthur Conan Doyle’s life. The latest versioh,Chronology of the Life Just before the end of the Boer War, Alec Marskéllreceives news
of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 22nd May 1859 to 7thyJdP30 (MX from London of his sister’s death. Within hourshé$ arrival in England
Publishing, 335 Princess Park Manor, Royal Drivendon N11 3GX; he learns that she may have been murdered — andhé'® recruited by
£13.99 or $22.95), runs to more than 200 A4 paged includes twelve Scotland Yard's Special Branch to help investigatgters concerning
pages of significant dates between Conan Doyledghdim 1930 and the the will of Cecil Rhodes, recently deceased. A est to the will is
memorial service for his daughter Dame Jean in 1898vell as lists of found murdered, and as Marshall and his reluctatiéague Truegood
his residences, of his family’s burial sites, arfidedevant plaques and dig deeper they find disturbing evidence of a coasy that could
statues, and a chronological list of his writint%s not a book to read change Britain and the Empire. Probably not a gihaag, with King

from cover to cover, but for many of us it will ghly become an Edward’s coronation imminent. Twenty-five yearsliear Rhodes had
essential part of our reference librarigé can add just one event to the described his dream of creating a Secret Sociebse/aim would be the
chronology. On 22 May 1994, as well as the plaqu E@pper Wimpole extension of British rule throughout the world. Nawooks as if that
Street, Dame Jean unveiled Jean Upton’s portraiSiofArthur at the Society actually exists and may have been resplenfib killing Ellen

Sherlock Holmes pub in London.*] Marshall. Rafe McGregor expertly weaves verifiablents and real

Stage Whispers: The Memoitsy Douglas Wilmer (Porter Press People into his suspenseful mystery. The booktigidenn only by a few
International, PO Box 2, Tenbury Wells, WR5 8XXarsdard edition @nnoyingly anachronistic phrases (a ‘celebrity ety surgeon’
£19.99; special edition £45.08ww.porterpress.co.jkvas launched at SU9gests a reality TV show) and occasional usdefFword, which
our Society’s meeting in March. Don’t expect a fallitobiography. actually makes the story seem less, rathe_r thae,meal. Not because
Other people feature in the book almost as mudh@suthor does. He |F’s offensive but because it's incongruous |n<ar)§supposedly told at a
says, ‘It has been my lot to have encountered nu@ople in my long time long before that word could legally be pubdigh

lifetime who still, it appears, arouse enough iestito warrant inclusion Like many devotees of Sherlock Holmé&lvin | Jones also enjoys
in my memoirs.” They do indeed! Among them werevi@l, Gielgud, ghost stories. He writes them td@arter's Occult CaseboofOakmagic
Richardson and Redgrave, Vivien Leigh, Charlton tbles Sophia Publications, 1 Sir Wiliams Lane, Aylsham, NorwidtiR11 6AW,
Loren, Richard Harris, Marilyn Monroe... There is,aafurse, a chapter £7.99) collects the eight adventures of his Edveardjhost-hunter John
on ‘Sherlock and the BBC’, but that was only a pErt career that's Carter. Carter has more than a touch of Holmes tafioy despite the
includedRichard Ill, El Cid, Cleopatra Patton The Pink Pantheand great detective’'s scornful dismissal of the supeemad (‘No ghosts need
Octopussy Douglas Wilmer's book is chatty, sometimes franlkapply!), and these tales, narrated by his colleagrigden, fit
sometimes discreet, always entertaining and, despit idiosyncratic satisfyingly within the tradition set by CarnackidaFlaxman Low. Ten
frequency of italics and some persistent errorsh wiames (‘Cedric splendid illustrations and a full-colour dustwrappg Douglas Walters
Hardwick’, ‘Yakima Knut' and others), thoroughlyadable. The US more than compensate for the occasionally uneyeesstting.
distributor is SNG Barratt USA (92 Londonderry Tpike, Manchester, gqr The Penguin Book of Gaslight Crime: Con Artistsg&es and

NH 03104, USAwww.sngbarratt.com [*If you can find a copy, the geoundrels from the Time of Sherlock HolrRenguin Books Ltd, 80

Franco-Midland Hardware Company’'s 1990 bookléinder the gyand London WC2R ORL: £9.99 or $15.0Blichael Sims has
Deerstalker and Other Hats: Conversations with Ddag Wilmeris  awled through the magazines that flourished i Wictorian and

well worth reading.”] Edwardian era The Strandwas in competition witfPearson’s The




Pall Mall, The Windsorand numerous others. He was not looking fdn May Roger Llewellyn takes David Stuart Davies's pla&herlock
detectives but for criminals — rivals, if you likef Raffles and Arseéne Holmes — The Death and Lifed: Haymarket Theatre, Basingstoke on
Lupin. In fact Mr Sims was inspired to compile tiféscinating volume 14 May (vww.anvilarts.org.uk 01256 844244)Discovery Centre
by the success ofrséne Lupin, Gentleman Thijefiis selection of Winchester on 28 May www.hants.gov.uk 01962 873603), and
Maurice Leblanc’s best stories about that mosinggaind imaginative of Sherlock Holmes — The Last Adb: The Met, Bury on 21 May
rascals. Here are tales of Colonel Clay, Simon €aDaptain Gault and (www.themet.biz 0161 761 2216)Southport Arts Centre on 22 May
Get-Rich-Quick Wallingford, alongside stories bygad Wallace, O (www.seftonarts.co.uR1704 540011).

Henry, Arnold Bennett and Sinclair Lewis. It's ahimixture, and & arthyr Conan Doyle is buried in the churchyard dhsfead in the New
varied one, well worth reading. Forest. On 22 May, his 150th birthdayinstead Playerswill stage ‘a
One of the great crooks of the period, Guy Boothliyt Nikola, doesn’t suitably atmospheric costumed play reading’ in ¢herch at 6.30pm.
feature in Michael Sims’ book, but his first twovadtures make upr  Afterwards, The Trusty Servamtub offers a ‘Sherlock Holmes themed
Nikola, Master Criminal edited byDavid Stuart Davies (Wordsworth Victorian dinner’. Tickets for both are availableofn The Trusty
Editions, 8B East Street, Ware, Herts. SG12 9HJ992 David, as ServantMinstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7FY (023 8081 2137).

many know, oversees Wordsworth’s excellent ‘Mystednd iles Jupp investigates Carrutherses By Jove, Carruthersbn BBC
Supernatural’ series, whose recent additions |ru:Tlh®‘Ghost Stories of Radio 4, at 11.30am on 12 May. I'll feature briefon the subject of
Edith Wharton Tales of Mystery and the Macalhg Elizabeth Gaskell, gopy Carruthers and ‘The Solitary CyclisThomas Toughill, author of
andThe Casebook of Sexton Blakeach £2.99). Oscar Slater: The Immortal Case of Sir Arthur Corayle (Sutton
David has also provided a perceptive afterwordaftovely pocket-sized Publishing, £10.99), reports that German radio Wibhadcast a three-
hardback edition afohn Buchan’'sunsurpassed thrilléfhe Thirty-Nine hour special on 22-23 May for Conan Doyle’'s birthd@&erman
Steps (Collector’'s Library, CRW Publishing Ltd, 69 Gloester listeners will be able to hear Mr Toughill talkiagout the Slater case.

Crescent, London NW1 7EG; £7.99). ‘By God!" sayseoof the \\\w.nashvillescholars.néThe Nashville Scholars of the Three Pipe

characters, ‘it is all pure Rider Haggard and Cobagle.” The modern proplem) andthestormypetrels.wordpress.cdifhe Stormy Petrels of
espionage novel was effectively created by Erskitélders in 1903 pgyitish Columbia) are sites worth looking at.

with The Riddle of the Sandsut Buchan refined and perfected ifTime James Bree who died aged eighty-five on 1 December, had g lo

Thirty-Nine Stegs o career as a character actor. In 1987 he made hledatapression as the
Last June Kessinger Publishing (PO Box 1404, WistefMT 59937, coroner in Granada’s production @he Empty Housepatronising
US_A), who specialise in reprints of hard-to-findoks, published anew pqward Hardwicke’s Dr Watson and fawning on thestadrats.
edition of Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson: A Textbook of Fié#iil Natasha Richardsoncame of an outstanding acting dynasty: grand-
by Christopher Morley. If you go through the website atysghter of Michael Redgrave, daughter of VanessigRave and Tony
hitp://www.kessinger.neyou can buy it from Amazon for $24.78 Richardson, niece of Lynne and Corin Redgrave. &fféeved success
whereas if you go direct tww.amazon.conit's $37.20. Odd! on film and television, and especially on stagestmmtably in New
The Trial of Sherlock Holmedue in May from Dynamite EntertainmentYork. She died on 18 March, aged just forty-fivelldwing a skiing
(155 E 9th Ave, Suite B, Runnemede, NJ 08078-11E8A; $3.50) is accident. Her first major réle on screen was ade¥iblunter inThe
the first of a series of five graphic novels writtey Leah Moore and Copper Beechef®r Granada TV in 1985.

John Reppionand drawn by Aaron Campbell. Periodicals receivedThe Baker Street Journal Spring 2009 (Steven
The Conan Doyle Estate has authorised a serieowls about the Rothman, 220, West Rittenhouse Square, #15-D, dHpaia, PA
boyhood of the great detective. The fir§the Colossal Schemes 0fl9103, USA; subscriptions, PO Box 465, Hanover, PIi831, USA;
Baron Maupertuisy Andrew Lane, is due next spring from Macmillan correspondence forhe Baker Street Irregulars should go to Michael
Children’s Books (Pan Macmillan Publishers, 20 N@harf Road, Whelan, 7938 Mill Stream Circle, Indianapolis, IN2¥8, USA).
London N1 9RR). Among much else, Andrew Lane hattemr some of Bohemian Newslettgrno. 97 Ceské spolénost Sherlocka Holmesg
the bestDoctor Whoand Torchwoodnovels, includingAll-Consuming Ale$ Kolodrubec, MileSovska 1, 130 00 Praha 3, GZRepublic).The
Fire, in which the Doctor and Holmes battle forces frdma Cthulhu Camden House JournalMarch 2009 & April 2009The Occupants of
Mythos of H P Lovecraft. the Empty House Debbie Tinsley, PO Box 21, Zeigler, IL 62999,

The April issue of the admirabi8herlockian E-Timeis accessible at USA). Canadian Holmes Lady Day (March) 2009The Bootmakers

http://www.sherlock-holmes.com/e_times09-4.h(@lassic Specialties Of Toronto, Chris Redmond, 523 Westfield Drive, Waterloo, ON,

PO Box 19058, Cincinnati, OH, 45219, USAherlock@sherlock- Canada N2T 2E1)*Welcome back after too long a hiatus!*]
holmes.con) It's a magazine as well as a catalogue, andbfuiliterest. Communication no. 288 and no. 289 e I_Dleasant Places of Florida
Lots of good stuff there, too, iBjarne Nielsen’s new catalogue at Wanda & Jeff Dow, 1737 Santa Anna Drive, Dunedin38698, USA).

http://www.sherlockiana.dk/hjemmesider/antikvakataloger/katalog% ' he Formulary, March 2009 The Friends of Dr Watson Nino Cirone,
20marts%202009.htmAnd a dealer new to me Bherlock Holmes Highcroft Cottage, 14 Totteridge Common, Totteridgendon N20

Online (37 Norman Close, Maidstone, Kent ME14 S5SHT) &8NL). Ineffable Twaddle April 2009 (The Sound of the Baskervilles
www.sherlockholmesonline.co.uk Terri Haugen, 3606 Harborcrest Court NW, Gig Harb®A 9832-

8981, USA).The Magic Doot Spring 2009 The Friends of the
Arthur Conan Doyle Collection, Doug Wrigglesworth, 16 Sunset
Street, Holland Landing, Ontario, Canada L9N 1HMayday Mayday

Ray Pinfold is obliged to sell his extensive and varied Holiaes
library. Please e-mail for details tpinfold@btinternet.comor write to

Mr Pinfold at 47 St Margarets Road, Ward End, Birgiiam B8 2BB 15y 5009 & April 2009 The Crew of the SS MayDay, Oscar Ross,
(phone 0121 327 2319, after 6.30 pm). 19 Ardcarn Way, Belfast BT5 7RPThe Passengers’ Lag6 January
Maria Veiga Garcia is another member who needs to find good homgg09(The Sydney Passengerdosane McNamara, 4/3derlin Street,
for an interesting Sherlock Holmes collection. Blesi books and Neutral Bay, NSW 2089, Australidhe Petrel Flyer Jan/Feb 2009 and
Society artefacts, they include a maquette of Idbwbleday’s statue of Spring 2009 The Stormy Petrels of British Columbia Len
Holmes at Meiringen, and an archive of her latebhns James Haffenden, 1026 West Keith Road, North Vancouve€,.BCanada V7P
Hayzen’s superb photographs. Please contact mebasic list. 3C6). Prescott’s PressMarch 2009 The Three Garridebs Warren
Talks set for Westminster Libraries as partTéle Lost World Read Randall, 15 Fawn Lane West, South Setauket, NY QiI216, USA).
2009 areLost Worlds and Fantastic Beasts: Dinosaurs at Tirae of The School Report Spring 2009 The Priory Scholars Horace L
Conan Doyleby Dr Paul M Barrett (Marylebone Library, 21 Magid Coates, 21 Butcombe Road, Leicester LE4 ORYig Serpentine Musg
Conan Doyle’s Double-Coded Dinosaurs: The Lost Warld the Art of Spring 2009 The Adventuresses of Sherlockiolmes, Evelyn Herzog,
Popular Fictionby Nils Clausson (Mayfair Library, 15 June). Ditaire 301 Warren Ave, #203, Baltimore, MD 21203, USA).

atwww.westminster.gov.uk/libraries/news And Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Presglarch 2009 (Peter E Blau,
Jon Lellenberg tells of yet another Sherlock Holffiles to be released 7103  Endicott  Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, USA;
next winter, this one starring, er, Tom & Jerry! blau7103@comcast.rnet
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