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Our Society’s  Honorary Member and former President,
Freda  Howlett,  celebrated  her  100th  birthday  on  3rd
September, surrounded by friends and admirers, complete
with  a  message  from  the  Queen.  Freda  is  the  last
surviving  member  of  the  intrepid  crew  who,  in  1951,
planned the Sherlock Holmes Exhibition for the Festival
of Britain, and founded The Sherlock Holmes Society of
London. We have much to thank her for!

Once again, we are keeping our fingers, toes and buttocks
crossed for good luck to  Mattias Bostrom, whose book
From  Holmes  to  Sherlock,  was  nominated  for  the
Anthony  and  Macavity  Awards.  Winners  will  be
announced at Bouchercon, which is taking place from 6th
to  9th  September.  We  will  report  on  the  results  next
month.

Incidentally, Bouchercon is holding an auction to benefit
Dolly  Parton’s  Imagination  Library,  which  is  a
programme  that  encourages  literacy  by  mailing free
books to children from birth to age five in participating
communities within the United States, United Kingdom,
Canada and Australia. Inspired by her father’s inability to
read and write, Dolly started her Imagination Library in
1995  for  the  children  within  her  home  county  in
Tennessee. Today, her programme mails over one million
free books each month to children around the world. You
can learn more here: https://imaginationlibrary.com/

Robert Byrne, President of the Board of Directors of the
San Francisco Silent Film Festival, who was involved in
the restoration of the William Gillette silent film, sends an
urgent  message:  “I  am  instigating  a  push  to  have
Sherlock Holmes (1916) enshrined in the National Film
Registry.  If  you  are  so  inclined,  please  click  and  cast
your vote. It only take a couple of seconds and the more
votes  (‘nominations’  in  their  terminology)  the  better.
https://www.research.net/r/national-film-registry-2017
Tell your friends. The more votes, the better our chances.
The deadline for voting is September 15th.”

Peter  Blau  reports  that  Jim  Hawkins has  launched  a
Facebook page for the friends of the late  John Bennett
Shaw. For those few who are unfamiliar with John, his
extensive collection of Sherlockiana was donated to the
University of Minnesota and comprises a significant part
of  their  Sherlock  Holmes  Collection.  (John  cheerfully
admitted  that  he  collected  ‘with  the  selectivity  of  a
vacuum-cleaner’.)  And  it  was  John  who  coined  the
aphorism: “All you need to form a Sherlockian society is
two Sherlockians and a bottle. And in a pinch, you can
dispense  with  one  of  the  Sherlockians.” The  Facebook

page is intended to be an on-line gathering place where
friends  can share  memories  and tell  stories  about  him.
www.tinyurl.com/y9bzq38x. 

A triumvirate  of  members  of  the  Sherlock  Holmes
Society of London and the Scandalous Bohemians - Paul
M. Chapman, Teresa Dudley and Dr Mark Jones - have
organised  a  two-day  M.R.  James  Conference in  their
home city of York. “Through A Glass Darkly”, will take
place  on  Wednesday  26th  and  Thursday  27th
September 2018 and is focusing particularly on James’s
1898 visit to York to examine the stained glass of many of
the city's  mediaeval  parish churches.  Remaining tickets
are limited, but anyone who has an interest in MRJ (who
was a Sherlock Holmes fan himself), ghost stories and/or
church architecture  would  be  most  welcome  to  attend!
Please  check  out  the  website  for  further  details  and
booking packs: www.thefriendsofcountmagnus.org

Phil  Attwell  has  provided  news  of  an  interesting
exhibition:  “Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle’s  Freemasonry
Jewels will be included in an Exhibition at the Museum
of  Freemasonry,  London  entitled  The  Bejewelled:
Badges, Brotherhood and Identity from 20th September
2018 till 24 August 2019 (with a Christmas break from
21st  December  2018  to  2nd  January  2019).
http://freemasonry.london.museum/.  Hannah  Furness`s
article  in the  Sunday Telegraph  of  26th August  quotes
Mark  Dennis,  the  curator,  who  says  their  collection  is
‘probably the largest bodies of male jewellery anywhere.’
Other  jewels  exhibited  once  belonged  to  Prince  Albert
Edward/Edward VII,  Rudyard Kipling and the Duke of
Connaught.”

Like  many  of  us,  the  late  Victor  Hamilton was  a
collector  of  books.  Victor’s  family would  now like  his
Sherlockian books to go to good homes, and are offering
an interesting selection at very reasonable prices. Many of
the books are now out of print, and can be expensive for
new collectors to obtain.  If  you are interested,  you can
contact Victor’s daughter, Marion Campbell, for a list of
titles  at:  marionecampbell@hotmail.com She  says,  “It
would be lovely to think that fans like us will value the
books and read them again.” Incidentally, on the Society’s
pilgrimage to Switzerland, Victor travelled as Wilson the
notorious canary trainer. Rather amusingly, Marion adds,
“We also have a couple of canary cages in the attic.”

The Poor Folk Upon the Moors have shared information
on two upcoming events for anyone who fancies a visit to
the West Country. On Saturday 29th September they will
hold  a  Literary  Day.  Meeting  at  The  NoBody  Inn  in



Doddiscombsleigh, Devon, the attendees will  be treated
to a reading of a play written by Marilyn Warbis and Pete
Cummings  entitled  Footsteps  across  the  Moors,  and
there  will  be  other  talks  by  members  of  the  society.
Coffee and tea will be provided, and there is the option to
stay  for  lunch.  If  you  are  interested,  contact  Judith
Marshall at  tonymarshall164@btinternet.com On Sunday
30th  September,  David  Guest  will  lead  a  walk  on  the
Moor,  starting  and  ending  at  the  Warren  House  Inn,
Postbridge, Devon. Again, lunch is optional. If you are up
for a walk, contact David at dguest@talk21.com 

Steve Mason reports: “On 9th August, the 221st day of
the year,  the  Junior Sherlockian Society celebrated its
first birthday. As a program of the Beacon Society, a scion
society  of  the  Baker  Street  Irregulars,  the  Junior
Sherlockian  Society  invites  children  and  youths  to
complete Junior Sherlockian Training – an in-depth study
of  Sherlock  Holmes’s  character  traits,  observational
skills,  capacity  for  critical  thought,  and  inductive  and
deductive  reasoning.  During  the  online  training,  Junior
Sherlockians-in-Training  complete  the  2-2-1-b  tasks  to
explore,  experience,  and  extend their understanding and
appreciation of the great detective.  Upon completion of
the  tasks  and  submission  of  “training  evidence,”  a
certificate of completion is granted.” You can learn more
at: www.JuniorSherlockian.com

Steve is also putting out a call for nominations for  The
Beacon Award, given annually by The Beacon Society to
someone  who  has  “made  a  significant  contribution  to
exposing  young  people  to  the  stories  of  Sherlock
Holmes.”  The  deadline  for  nominations  is  15th
November, and you can find more details at the society’s
website: www.beaconsociety.com

Arthur Asa Berger is  Professor  Emeritus in  Broadcast
and  Electronic  Communication  Arts  at  San  Francisco
State University. He has been in touch to say: “You might
be interested to know that I've recently published a new
Sherlock  Holmes  mystery  titled  An  Introduction  to
Psychoanalysis or Freud is Fixated: Sherlock Holmes is
Introduced to Psychoanalytic Theory.  It is available on
Amazon.”  Professor  Berger  is  also  the  author  of
Durkheim is Dead!: Sherlock Holmes is Introduced to
Social Theory, published in 2003.

Arthur Conan Doyle’s Art of Fiction: A Revaluation by
Nils  Clausson,  402pp,  hbk,  Cambridge  Scholars
Publishing £67.99. This is a new academic work, with the
following  description:  “This  groundbreaking  book
rescues  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  from  the  sub-literary
category of popular fiction and from the myth of Sherlock
Holmes.  Instead  of  following  new  historicists  and
postcolonialists  and  asking what  Conan Doyle’s fiction
reveals  about  its  author  and  what  it  tells  us  about
Victorian  attitudes  to  crime,  class,  Empire  and  gender,
this  provocative and convincingly argued literary study
shifts  the  critical  emphasis  to  the  neglected  art  of  the
novels,  tales  and  stories.  It  demonstrates  through close
reading that they can be read the same way as canonical
literary fiction. Unapologetically polemical and written in
an accessible, jargon-free style, this book will stimulate

debate  and  provoke  counterarguments,  but  most
importantly it will send readers, both within and outside
the  academy,  back  to  the  fiction  with  heightened
understanding  and  renewed  pleasure.  At  a  time  when
evaluation has virtually disappeared from literary studies,
this iconoclastic book returns it to the centre.” To order
the  book and to  read  a  30-page  sample  extract,  which
includes  the table  of  contents,  visit  the  following link:
http://www.cambridgescholars.com/arthur-conan-doyles-
art-of-fiction 

Treachery in Torquay  by W.P. Lawler,  330pp, pbk, MX
Publishing £11.99. “The year is 1905, and residents along
the southern coast of England are experiencing a series of
tragic events which threaten to destroy the peaceful city
of Torquay. That lovely coastal community hard by the
English Channel is now having to deal with a series of
brutal crimes, the likes of which it has never seen before.
It  is  into  this  dangerous  environment  that  Sherlock
Holmes and Doctor John Watson have come, summoned
by one of the area’s civic leaders...” 

The Detective and The Woman Trilogy by Amy Thomas,
486pp, hbk, MX Publishing £27.99. Available in October,
this contains Amy’s first three books in her popular series
of  novels  about  Sherlock Holmes and  Irene  Adler.  We
understand that a fourth in the series is on the way.

Periodicals Received: 

The  Bilge  Pump –  The  Irregular  Publication  of  the
Crew  of  the  Barque  Lone  Star, August  2018  (Steve
Mason; mason.steve@epa.gov )

Deutschen  Sherlock-Holmes-Gesellschaft,  September
2018; newsletter@sherlock-holmes-gesellschaft.de 

The  Illustrious  Clients  News, August  2018  (The
Illustrious  Clients,  Steven T Doyle,  9  Calumet  Court,
Zionsville,  Indiana  46077,  USA;
IllustClients@gmail.com) 

The Moor, August 2018 (The Baskerville Hall Club of
Sweden, Anders Wiggstrom; bhc@telia.com)

The  Petrel  Flyer, April/May/June  2018  (The  Stormy
Petrels  of British  Columbia,  Fran  Martin;
franziskah@shaw.ca )

Plugs  and  Dottles,  July/August/September  2018  (The
Nashville Scholars, Jim Hawkins and Dean Richardson;
seniorhawk@gmail.com)

Scuttlebutt  from  the  Spermaceti  Press,  August  2018
(Peter  E  Blau,  7103  Endicott  Court,  Bethesda,  MD
20817-4401, USA; blau7103@comcast.net)

Sherlockiana,  Nr.  2  -  3  2018  (Sherlock  Holmes
Klubben  I  Danmark;  Sven  Ranild,  editor;
redaktion@sherlockholmesklubben.dk)

The Tankerville Times, Summer 2018, (The Tankerville
Club, Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Dan  Andriacco
tankervilleclub@gmail.com)

 


