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At our Annual Dinner on 14th January the deserving recipient of the 
Tony Howlett Award for dedicated service to the Society was 
Matthew J Elliott. Matthew will be known to many as the 
presenter of the Society’s popular annual Film Evening. Honorary 
Membership was bestowed on Peter Horrocks, former Chairman, 
organiser of the annual cricket match (and many other events!), and 
long-time stalwart of the Society.   

 

At the Baker Street Irregulars’ Annual Dinner, Michael Whelan 
(Wiggins) announced seven new investitures:   ‘The Temple’ to 
Ross Davies, ‘A Large Brass-Bound Safe’ to Michael Quigley, 
‘Art in the Blood’ to Bonnie MacBird, ‘Cavendish Square’ to 
Charles Blanksteen, ‘The London Library’ to Tamar Zeffren, 
‘The Man with the Twisted Lip’ to Charles Prepolec, and ‘Bunsen 
Burner’ to Christopher Zordan. The rare Two-Shilling Award was 
presented to Ben Vizoskie, and Steve Rothman was presented with 
an engraved crystal Milestone Award, honouring him as the 
longest-serving editor of The Baker Street Journal.   To round off 
the evening, Mike Whelan received a Golden Sovereign from the 
BSI as recognition of his serving 20 years as the leader of the 
society.   

Congratulations and best wishes to all! 

 

If you are longing for a project to while away the remaining winter 
hours, PaperCraftSquare offers a free download of three-
dimensional paper sculptures of Holmes and Watson to cut out and 
assemble.  Based on caricatures of Benedict Cumberbatch and 
Martin Freeman, they are accessible on 
www.papercraftsquare.com/sherlock-sherlock-holmes-and-dr-
watson-free-paper-toys-download.html 

 

Looking towards Spring, there will be a Holmes, Doyle and 

Friends Conference in Dayton, Ohio on 24-25th March.  The 
keynote speaker is John Linsenmeyer, former editor of the Baker 
Street Journal.  Details and a registration form are available on 
www.agratreasures.net. 

 

The 221bCon Sherlock Holmes fan convention will be held in 
Atlanta, GA on 7-9 April.  For information on events and 
registration go to www.221bcon.com 

 

Throughout the month of May, the Crowborough Community 

Festival will be featuring events related to its former resident, 
Arthur Conan Doyle and his various literary creations.  It kicks off 
on 1st May with The Lost World Fun Day.  Other events 
throughout the festival will include walks and talks, films, a Scout 
treasure hunt and a Promenade Theatre production, Beyond Baker 

Street.  On 18th May author Andrew Lycett will be talking about 
Conan Doyle – The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes.  Other 
events are still in the planning stages, so it’s worth checking their 
website at www.crowboroughcommunityfestival.org  for more 
updates. 

  

For fans of the BBC Sherlock series, on 26-28 May there will be a 
Sherlocked event in Los Angeles.  See www.sherlockedusa.com 
for details on events, guests, and tickets.  On 27-29 October another 
Sherlocked event will be held in Birmingham, UK (not Alabama!).  
Information can be found at www.sherlocked.com 

 

If you yearn for the sound of willow on leather (no, I’m not talking 
about Fifty Shades of Grey!) get yourself along to the annual 
Victorian Cricket Match on 18th June, in which the gentlemen of 
the Sherlock Holmes Society of London will take on the ‘Gold 
Bats’ of the PG Wodehouse Society, playing to 1895 rules.  The 
match will be held at West Wycombe Cricket Club from 11:30am 
to 6:00pm.  Victorian costume is welcome but not compulsory.  
There is no charge for this event, but attendees should bring their 
own picnic lunch as there is no food or drink available on the 
premises. It’s also a good idea to bring your own chairs or blankets 
to sit on while you socialise and/or observe play.  For further details 
and directions go to www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk 

 

The Reichenbach Irregulars, based in Switzerland, are planning 
an event entitled Reichenbach and Beyond – The Final Problem 

Revisited, taking place from 31st August to 3rd September.   
Organised by Marcus Geisser and Michael Meer, participants will 
stay at Das Panorama Hotel at Hasliberg-Reuti/Meiringen, 
overlooking Rosenlaui.  Activities will include a visit to the 
Reichenbach Falls and the Sherlock Holmes Museum at 

Meiringen, excursions to other relevant locations, and presentations 
by a number of distinguished speakers.  For complete information 
and registration details, plus further updates, consult the 
Reichenbach Irregulars’ website at www.221b.ch which provides 
the options of German or English language versions.  Any specific 
queries may be directed to marcusgeisser@gmail.com  

 

There are Sherlock Holmes teddy bears in abundance, but not all 
are intended to be played with, so it’s nice to come across 
something different that’s an appropriate gift for small children.  
Gund, producers of soft toys for over 100 years, have recently 
introduced a range based on Pusheen, a plump, cheerful feline, who 
has a loyal following on the internet (see www.pusheen.com).  
Pusheen Detective has the character dressed in a tiny deerstalker 
and cloak, available as an appealingly squishy and nicely detailed 
soft toy or  a smaller clip-on mascot  for a backpack.  Gund by 
Enesco states that the toys are safe for age one and up. Check your 
local toy store, or consult Amazon to purchase.  Cat lovers can 
inspect the whole range of Pusheen toys on www.gund.com   

Would you like to win your own Pusheen Detective toy or 
mascot?  We have one of each to give away, courtesy of Gund by 
Enesco – but you need to answer the following question:  Cats 

receive numerous mentions in the original stories by Arthur Conan 

Doyle.  Name three of these cases, and provide the phrase in which 

the reference to a cat appears. Entries must reach me via post or 
email no later than 21st March, and please include your name and 
postal address.  Correct entries will go into a deerstalker to draw the 
winners, who will be announced in the next issue.  Good luck! 

 

David Marcum really didn’t know what he was letting himself in 
for when he voluntarily became the editor of The MX Book of New 

Sherlock Holmes Stories.  What was intended to be a one-off 
project, with proceeds going toward the restoration and 
maintenance of ACD’s former home, Undershaw, has snowballed 
into a series of anthologies.  Part V: Christmas Adventures was 
published in late 2016 (£37.99 hbk, £19.99 ppbk), and Part VI will 
be released on 22nd May, to honour ACD’s birthday.  David is 
currently working on Part VII, Eliminate the Impossible, which is 
scheduled for release in Autumn 2017.  So far, these anthologies 
have raised over £15,000 for Undershaw.  



Also from MX is Welcome to Undershaw by Luke Benjamen 

Kuhns.  The book was launched on 9th September 2016 at the 
opening of Stepping Stones School for children with disabilities, 
which now inhabits the newly restored and renovated house and 
grounds of Undershaw.  Packed with interesting facts and 
illustrations, it includes an introduction by David Forbes-Nixon, 
head of the DFN Foundation, who purchased the property for the 
school.  £18.99 hbk.    

 

MX Publishing continues to offer a wide range of new Sherlock 
Holmes pastiche and non-fiction.  To view all that is on offer go to 
www.mxpublishing.co.uk  You can also order their books on 
Amazon. 

 

 About Sixty: Why Every Sherlock Holmes Story Is The Best, 
edited by Christopher Redmond, is an assemblage of essays by a 
team of sixty Sherlockians, each of whom presents an argument that 
their choice of story is the best.  All royalties go to the not-for-profit 
Beacon Society, which is dedicated to introducing young people to 
Sherlock Holmes through schools and libraries.   $14.99 ppbk from 
wildsidepress.com 

 

The Baker Street Irregulars’ International Series of books has now 
added Canada and Sherlock Holmes, edited by Peter Calamai and 
Mark Alberstat.  It includes a selection of the best Holmesian 
writing from Canada, many from The Bootmakers of Toronto.  
$39.95 + shipping. 

   Also from the BSI is Dancing to Death (BSI Manuscript Series 

– The Dancing Men) edited and introduced by Ray Betzner and 
David F. Morrill.  It includes a reproduction of the original 
manuscript, an annotated typescript with commentary, the history of 
the manuscript, and other articles.  $39.95 + shipping.  
www.bakerstreetjournal.com 

 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of London and Fondation Martin 

Bodmer collaborated for the publication of The Adventure of the 

Abbey Grange: A Facsimile of the Original Sherlock Holmes 

Manuscript, £29.00.  With an introduction by Catherine Cooke and 
a preface by Vincent Delay, this is a handsome volume, indeed.  
Outstanding efforts were taken to reproduce the manuscript in its 
original size and with such clarity that even ACD’s lightly pencilled 
notations are visible. www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk 

 

The Baker Street Journal’s 2016 Christmas Annual, The Day after 

Christmas: First Encounters with Gillette’s Silent Sherlock 

Holmes is edited by Russell Merritt, who was instrumental in 
making the long-lost silent film available for us to view 100 years 
after it was made.  A number of distinguished contributors provided 
essays relevant to their own areas of interest and expertise, along 
with many rare photographs and illustrations.  The Annual is 
available only to subscribers to The Baker Street Journal and is 
included in the cost of the subscription: £41.95 for US, $55.00 for 
foreign subscribers.  The Baker Street Journal, P.O. Box 583, 
Zionsville, IN 46077-1934.  Credit card option online through 
PayPal at www.bakerstreetjournal.com 

 

Our own Tony Lee has written four graphic novels, illustrated by 
Dan Boultwood, in which they have chronicled the exploits of the 
Baker Street Irregulars.  These adventures were adapted into a stage 
play in 2014 by Eric Coble, entitled Sherlock Holmes: The Baker 

Street Irregulars.  From 14-18 February the Garden Suburb Theatre 
staged the first British production of the play at the Lund Theatre, 
University College School, Hampstead.  Led by Wiggins, each of 
the Irregulars (Tiny, Ash, Pockets, Chen and Eliza) has a unique 
talent that is put to good use in solving crimes during Holmes’s 
absence.  There is plenty of action and humour, and the steam-punk 
costumes add an appealing edginess to the characters.  Keep an eye 
out for a production in your area – it’s a good introduction to theatre 
for young people. 

 

 

Periodicals received: 

 

The Baker Street Journal, Winter 2016, (Steven Rothman, 220, 
West Rittenhouse Square, #15-D, Philadelphia, PA 19103, USA; 
bsjeditor@gmail.com; subscriptions, PO Box 583, Zionsville, IN 
46077, USA).  

The Bilge Pump - The Irregular Publication of the Crew of the 

Barque Lone Star Jan & Feb 2017 (Steve Mason; 
mason.steve@epa.gov).  

The Camden House Journal, December 2016 and January 2017 
(The Occupants of the Empty House, Debbie Tinsley, PO Box 21, 
Zeigler, IL 62999, USA). 

Canadian Holmes Winter 2016/2017 (The Bootmakers of 

Toronto, Mark and JoAnn Alberstat, 46 Kington Crescent, 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, B3A 2M2, Canada; 
markalberstat@ns.sympatico.ca). 

For the Sake of the Trust: The Baker Street Irregulars Trust 

Newsletter, Autumn 2016,  (Steven T Doyle, 9 Calumet Court, 
Zionsville, IN 46077, USA; editor@bsitrust.org). 

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections, December 2016 
(Suite 111, Elmer L Andersen Library, University of Minnesota, 
222 21st Avenue S, Minneapolis, MN 55455, USA).  

The Illustrious Clients News, January 2017 (The Illustrious 

Clients, Steven T Doyle, 9 Calumet Court, Zionsville, IN 46077, 
USA; IllustClients@gmail.com). 

 Ineffable Twaddle, January and February 2017 (The Sound of the 

Baskervilles, Terri Haugen, 3606 Harborcrest Court NW, Gig 
Harbor, WA 9832-8981, USA; terri@soundofthebaskervilles.com).  

Mayday Mayday, January 2017 (The Crew of the SS May Day, 
Oscar Ross, 19 Ardcarn Way, Belfast BT5 7RP; 
oscarross@hotmail.com).   

The Passengers’ Log, October 2016 (The Sydney Passengers, 
Erin O’Neill; passengerslog@yahoo.co.au).  

 Proceedings of the Pondicherry Lodge, Dec 2016 (The Sherlock 
Holmes Society of India; shsieditors@gmail.com). 

The Serpentine Muse, Fall 2016, Winter 2016 (The Adventuresses 

of Sherlock Holmes, Evelyn Herzog, 301 Warren Ave, #203, 
Baltimore, MD 21203, USA).  

Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, December 2016 and 
January 2017 (Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 
20817-4401, USA; blau7103@comcast.net).   

Sherlockiana,  Dec 2016  (Sherlock Holmes Klubben I Denmark, 
Svend Ranild; sr@ranild.dk).  

 The Torr, Autumn 2016 (The Poor Folk Upon the Moor, Stephan 
Arthur, Camelot, Hombergstrasse 9, CH-4433 Ramlinsberg, 
Switzerland. editor.poorfolk@gmail.com). 

 
 

Jean Upton 


