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The Society is still looking for players of any ability to join 

its cricket team for the game against Eton College on the 

30th April at 2pm. Anyone interested should contact the team 

captain Peter Horrocks as soon as possible via 

peter@minuetter.com. 

 

In partnership with Switzerland’s Fondation Martin Bodmer, 

we are proud to announce the publication of a facsimile of Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle’s manuscript of ‘The Adventure of the 

Abbey Grange.’ The book is due for publication at the end 

of May. Members who wish to order a copy will receive 

details with our next mailing, along with information about 

the upcoming May weekend events. The book will also be 

added to the merchandise section of our website the day after 

it is published. Fondation Martin Bodmer will be holding a 

special reception to celebrate the launch of the publication in 

Geneva on 27 May 2016. 

 

Manuscript enthusiasts will no doubt have been aware of the 

auction at Bonham’s in New York last week. This was the 

largest auction of Doylean manuscripts since the dispersal of 

the Conan Doyle archives in 2004 and included manuscripts 

of ‘The Adventure of the Greek Interpreter’ and ‘The 

Problem of Thor Bridge, a leaf from The Hound of the 

Baskervilles, and manuscripts of Rodney Stone and ‘The 

Prisoner’s Defence.’ These items were predominantly 

acquired by a private collector in California in the 1980s.  

Despite the high profile of this auction, only ‘The Problem of 

Thor Bridge’ was sold, with the other items failing to attract 

the reserve price. For a thorough breakdown of the auction, 

see Randall Stock’s ‘The Best of Sherlock Holmes’ website: 

http://goo.gl/cNOY6A. 

 

We have been informed by the tourist board for the Jungfrau 

region in Switzerland that they will be holding a 

‘Jubiläumsfest Sherlock Holmes’ next month. As we are 

well aware from ‘The Final Problem,’ on 4 May 1891 the 

battle between Holmes and Moriarty took place at the 

Reichenbach waterfall. 125 years later, on the weekend of 27- 

29 May 2016, a celebration will take place in Meiringen. In 

addition to the commemoration of fatal encounter, the 

Jubiläumsfest will celebrate the 25th jubilee of the Sherlock 

Holmes Museum in Meiringen. For details, see this website: 

http://goo.gl/5yUuzH. We have also been asked to inform you 

that if you plan a trip to Meiringen and the Reichenbach falls 

this spring, please note that this year the Reichenbach 

funicular will start its summer season on 14 May and 

therefore will not be open for 4 May. 

 

PhD candidate Kate Brombley would like to invite 10 

Sherlockians to a special viewing of the Sherlock Holmes 

'Fandom' display at Portsmouth Museum on the 20th April 

at 3.45 for 4pm. This new display, within the existing 'Study 

in Sherlock' exhibition, forms part of her project work. The 

first 10 to message her on Facebook or email her at 

katharine.brombley@port.ac.uk will get a space at the 

viewing. The display features a set of 1903 Holmes postcards 

that are incredibly rare, some photos of Alan Rickman as 

Sherlock Holmes in a 1970s stage production, and some 

artwork from current artists in the UK and abroad. The 

display does not yet have an end date, and Kate hopes that it 

will be on view for at least a year. 

 

The London Library is marking its 175th anniversary from 

5th to 8th May with a 4 day literary celebration called Words 

In The Square: Celebrating 175 Years Of Inspiration at The 

London Library. Among the events that may be of interest to 

Holmesians is a discussion titled The Golden Age of Murder 

on Saturday 7 May, when authors Martin Edwards, Kate 

Summerscale, Simon Brett and James Runcie will discuss the 

enduring appeal of crime writing. For details of all the 

events and to purchase tickets, see the London Library 

website: http://goo.gl/qWlsG7. 

 

The second-oldest extant Holmesian UK scion society, The 

Poor Folk Upon the Moors, has just celebrated its Silver 

Jubilee with a special edition of its bi-annual journal, The 

Torr, which itself, aside our own publications, is the longest-

running regular Holmesian publication in the UK. The edition 

focusses on the three West Country Adventures as well as 

some aspects of ACD's connection with that part of the world. 

The 80-page bound book is in full colour and costs, incl p&p 

within the UK, £6. To order, please contact the Editor at 

stephan.arthur@gmx.ch. 

 

The first episode of television series Houdini and Doyle was 

shown on ITV and ITV Encore 13 March 2016, with 

subsequent episodes aired exclusively on ITV Encore 

(available to Sky subscribers). The series will be available for 

purchase on DVD in the UK from 23 May 2016. It stars 

Stephen Mangan as Doyle and Michael Weston as Houdini. 

The series will air in the US on Fox from 2 May 2016. 

 

The BBC reported the discovery of the 30ft (9m) model of 

the Loch Ness Monster built in 1969 for The Private Life of 

Sherlock Holmes almost 50 years after it sank in the loch: 

http://goo.gl/XLZqV6. 
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Filming of the fourth series of the BBC’s Sherlock has 

begun, as announced in this tantalising clip from Mark Gatiss: 

https://goo.gl/PGsBS6. 

 

Fans of Sherlock’s Moriarty will be interested to know that 

Andrew Scott will be performing the title role in Hamlet at 

the Almeida Theatre in London next year, with Juliet 

Stevenson in the role of Gertrude. Tickets will be on sale in 

September 2016, with the show itself opening in February 

2017. Further casting and performance dates will be 

announced later in the year. For the Almeida’s new season 

announcements, see their website: http://goo.gl/glPnFD. 

 

A new Sherlock manga series is due to be published by Titan 

Comics. Sherlock: A Study In Pink is, as you have probably 

guessed, an adaptation of the first episode from series one. 

The Japanese Manga will be available in the UK and USA 

from 8 June 2016. 

 

St George’s University in Tooting now has its own group of 

Baker Street Irregulars: a student society focussed on forensic 

medicine and pathology. They have an interesting programme 

of talks (also open to the public), and their last event for this 

academic year - ‘All in the Balance: an Analysis of Justice' 

- will take place on 26 April 2016 on campus. See their 

website for more details if you are interested in attending:  

https://goo.gl/jjmCt1.  

 

The Sherlock Holmes Pub near Charing Cross reopened in 

February following a period of refurbishment. A VIP launch 

was held on the evening of 2 February 2016, including a 

murder mystery that was solved by a team comprising several 

of our members. You can find photos from the evening on our 

website: https://goo.gl/mdZrOy.   

 

A comedic family production of The Hound of the 

Baskervilles will run at York Theatre Royal this summer, 

from 29 July to 27 August. According to their website, ‘a cast 

of lightning-fast actors will turn horror into howling comedy 

full of quick fire wit, tongue-in-cheek humour and physical 

slapstick in this barking mad theatrical extravaganza.’ They 

will also be running Hound-themed drama workshops for 

children aged 8+. For more details, see their website: 

https://goo.gl/4IYSbH. 

  

More news from the North: the Harrogate Advertiser reports 

that Doyle was a member of an enigmatic club known simply 

as ‘The Club’ at 36 Victoria Avenue. A cursory look at the 

photograph in this article may lead you to wonder, however, 

whether it was not, in fact, Doyle, but an imposter! See the 

article here: http://goo.gl/3905O7. 

 

House to Home reports that a Grade II listed house in Dorset 

that may have inspired the look of Stoke Moran in ‘The 

Adventure of the Speckled Band’ is for sale. The house is 

Church Hatch in Christchurch, and Doyle reportedly stayed 

here not long before writing about the nefarious doings of Dr. 

Grimesby Roylott. See the article here: http://goo.gl/yt78AT. 

 

The Crime Museum Uncovered exhibition at the Museum 

of London has now closed, but curators have indicated that 

there is a strong movement to find a public space for more 

open access to Scotland Yard’s collection. While we wait to 

find out more, you can still purchase the exhibition book for 

£12.99 from the museum shop: http://goo.gl/edDH2E. 

MX Publishing are due to launch a fourth volume of their 

already-sizeable MX Book of New Sherlock Holmes Stories. 

The new collection will contain 22 stories and a poem, and 

will be released on 22 May 2016 (Doyle’s birthday). As with 

previous volumes, royalties will be donated to Stepping 

Stones School and the restoration of Undershaw. See here for 

more details: https://goo.gl/eOJJlp. 

 

Soundstage is a new and regular London-based arts event. On 

11 July 2016, the line-up includes Keith Madden, who 

worked as costume designer on Mr Holmes. The events will 

take place at The Others, 6 Manor Road, Stoke Newington. 

See their website for details and tickets: 

http://goo.gl/Ecy5XL. 

 

Frogwares new game Sherlock Holmes: The Devil’s 

Daughter will be released on Playstation 4, Xbox One and 

PC on 10 June 2016 in Europe and North America. An 

exciting trailer can be viewed here: https://goo.gl/NHJuLb. 

 

In the introduction to his new book Adventures in The 

Strand, Mike Ashley writes: ‘once a series of short Sherlock 

Holmes stories began in The Strand in 1891, the Earth 

moved.’ Testify, brother! Having hooked me with his 

enthusiasm early on, I enjoyed this work immensely. It is a 

very engaging narrative about Doyle’s relationship with the 

magazine and its editors, and their lasting influence on 

popular fiction. It is also fittingly illustrated with 

reproductions of photographs and illustrations from the 

magazine. If you have read a wide number of Doyle 

biographies, the contents may not be entirely knew to you, but 

the argument and structure of this book will make it a worthy 

addition to your collection. Available now in hardback, 

published by The British Library, RRP £25. 

 

Peter Blau reports that the actor Conrad Phillips died on 13 

January 2016.  He began his acting career on screen in 1948, 

and played Sir Eustace Brackenstall in Granada's ‘The Abbey 

Grange’ in 1986. 

 

Italian author, critic, and semiotician, Umberto Eco died on 

19 Feb 2016.  He will be remembered fondly for The Name of 

the Rose (1980), a historical murder mystery which featured 

William of Baskerville, a Franciscan monk with Sherlockian 

characteristics.  The 1986 movie adaptation starred Sean 

Connery and Christian Slater. Eco was also joint editor (with 

Thomas A. Sebeok) of The Sign of Three: Dupin, Holmes 

and Pierce (Advances in Semiotics) (1988). 

 

It was with heavy hearts that we learned of the death of our 

honorary member, Douglas Wilmer, on 31 March 2016 

following a short illness. Nick Utechin has written an obituary 

for our website, which you can read here: 

http://goo.gl/M2Sjyo. Douglas has a very special place in the 

hearts of the generation of members who watched him as 

Sherlock Holmes on the BBC when they were children in the 

60s. His performance sealed his place in their imaginations as 

the personification of Holmes, and as such he is responsible 

for inspiring a host of people who have powered the 

Sherlockian community for decades. After viewing the BFI’s 

DVD boxset of his Holmes last year, I was moved to write to 

him to thank him for the special friendships his work has 

generated. He will be greatly missed. 
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