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The Doyle/Watson style is much harder to imitate than you might think 

– yes, I know I’ve said that before. Some writers overdo the archaic 

words and phrases, and many more unthinkingly include anachronisms 

and (I hope American readers will forgive me) Americanisms. Those are 

the basic traps, but there are one or two stylistic tricks that are 

characteristic of Conan Doyle’s writing, such as the use of ‘said I’, and 

the like.   

Hugh Ashton has already published nine volumes of new Sherlock 

Holmes adventures. In his latest he takes up the challenge of the 

detective’s cases before he met Dr Watson and moved into 221B. 

Without My Boswell (Inknbeans Press; http://221BeanBakerStreet.info; 

£6.23) gives us Holmes’s own accounts of the Tarleton murders, 

Vamberry the wine merchant, the aluminium crutch, Ricoletti of the 

club foot and his abominable wife, and the most winning woman that 

Holmes ever knew. Mr Ashton is one of the few writers whose work 

really does help to fill that void we feel when we’ve read all sixty 

original stories. 

Without My Boswell features five illustrations by Andy Boerger, whose 

work is better displayed in Hugh Ashton’s other new book, Sherlock 
Ferret and the Multiplying Masterpieces, the second exploit of Sherlock 

Ferret and his friend Watson Mouse, who live underneath Mrs Hudson’s 

bakery. This case takes them into the world of high art. A major 

character is Pablo Pigasso, and there are references to Vincent van Goat, 

Henri Mantisse, Andy Warthog, Barbara Hippoworth and Frida Koala – 

none of which is essential to a young reader’s appreciation of this 

clever, funny and very attractively presented story (Ted E Beans; 

www.inknbeans.com; £3.44). There’s a Sherlock Ferret website at 

http://sherlockferret.info/.  

Nearly a year ago I welcomed a collection of Ross K Foad’s scripts for 

his outstanding web-based comedy drama series No Place Like Holmes, 

whose premise is that Holmes and Watson were frozen in a time-spell 

by the demonic Hugo Baskerville, emerging eventually in the year 2010. 

(If you haven’t already discovered it, you’ll find it at www.nplh.co.uk/.) 

The equally ingenious and entertaining spin-off series is firmly set in the 

late 19th century, and the principal character isn’t Holmes or Watson – 

though they do feature, of course – but Mary Morstan. Mr Foad, who 

writes, directs and plays Sherlock Holmes, knows when he’s on to a 

good thing, and he certainly has one in Lexi Wolfe, who plays Mary. 

Series two of The Mary Morstan Mysteries is under way, and now 

there’s Magnifying the Mary Morstan Mysteries: Series One Companion 
Guide by Ross K Foad with Lexi Wolfe (CreateSpace; £4.88 from 

Amazon.co.uk), a large format volume, like The Story and Scripts 
Behind No Place Like Holmes, contains Mr Foad’s scripts and Ms 

Wolfe’s analysis of each episode. I’ll declare an interest here, Ross Foad 

asked me to contribute a foreword to the book, which I was delighted to 

do. 

Due on 22 May from MX Publishing is a handsome hardback novel by 

Diane Gilbert Madsen. The Conan Doyle Notes: The Secret of Jack the 
Ripper (MX Publishing; www.mxpublishing.co.uk; £17.99) is the third 

DD McGil Literati Mystery, the first two being published by Midnight 

Ink. Some of the characters bear canonical names, but this is set in 

present-day America. A apparently routine fraud case for insurance 

investigator DD McGil interweaves with a more curious matter, a 

murderous assault on a friend of hers and the theft of an old diary that 

hints at a momentous discovery – Arthur Conan Doyle’s own notes on 

the Whitechapel murders and the identity of Jack the Ripper. And DD 

herself is being stalked... Holmesians have long speculated on the fact 

that the Ripper murders aren’t mentioned in the canon, though the 

obvious reason is undoubtedly the correct one: even if Conan Doyle had 

suspected the killer’s identity he’d never have considered mentioning it 

in the context of a fictional entertainment. Ms Madsen’s novel equates 

his silence with that of the dog in the night-time, assuming that Conan 

Doyle did know who the Ripper was  but chose not to say – which, of 

course, implies that good old stand-by, the government cover-up. It 

seems unlikely to me that the Ripper was anyone famous or 

distinguished, but fiction is not fact, and The Conan Doyle Notes is a 

gripping tale, with an intelligent, courageous and very likable 

protagonist in DD McGil.  

The book will be launched in Chicago on Sir Arthur’s birthday, 22 May, 

and there’ll be a live link to the Park Plaza Sherlock Holmes Hotel in 

Baker Street at 8.15pm British Summer Time, during an evening of 

entertainment and edification that will also include a performance of 

The Singular Exploits of Sherlock Holmes by Jonathan Goodwin of 

‘Don’t Go Into The Cellar’, an update on progress at Undershaw since 

its purchase by the DFN Charitable Foundation, the launch of another 

new book, Two, to One, Be: Sherlock Holmes and a House of Light 
Shadows and Views, and a raffle whose proceeds will go to the 

Undershaw Preservation Trust, since work on the house continues, on 

projects, such as the restoration of Conan Doyle’s study. The top prize is 

an amazing reconstruction of 221B – in Lego. For details, and to book 

your ticket, please go to www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/arthurconan-doyles-

155th-birthday-party-a-sherlock-holmes-celebration-tickets-

11166486261.  

You’ll no doubt know already that Ian McKellen is playing the elderly 

Sherlock Holmes in a film based on A Slight Trick of the Mind by Mitch 

Cullin, one of two well-received 2005 novels about Holmes in old age. 

However, unlike The Final Solution by Michael Chabon, A Slight Trick 
of the Mind hasn’t until this month been available in Britain. It will be 

published on 29 May by Canongate Books (www.canongate.tv; £14.99), 

and the author will be in the UK to launch it. He’ll be at Waterstone’s 

Covent Garden at 6.30pm on 28 May (tickets £3.00 from 020 7836 6757 

or Waterstones.com/tickets) and at the Hay Festival at 1.00pm on 31 

May (sold out!). 

Patricia Guy reports that her books Bacchus at Baker Street: Sherlock 
Holmes and Victorian Drinking Lore  and Ladies, Ladies: The Women 
in the Life of Sherlock Holmes (co-edited with Katherine Karlson) now 

available on Kindle from Amazon, at £1.84 each. Both are enlightening, 

insightful and witty. 

Published last month and somehow missed by me is M J Trow’s first 

new Inspector Lestrade novel for seventeen years Lestrade and the 
Giant Rat of Sumatra (Thistle Publishing; www.thistlepublishing.co.uk; 

£9.99). In these tales Sherlock Holmes is a pathetic fraud and the real 

detective work is done by the much put-upon Sholto Lestrade (yes, 

Sholto – no idea why). The plots are dazzlingly clever, the author’s 

knowledge of the Victorian period and true crime is second to none, and 

the writing combines wit and slapstick comedy. 

If you’re visiting the USA, or even if you live there, you may find it 

worthwhile investing in Finding Sherlock Holmes in America by Rick 
Etchells, the sort of book that Kindle was made for (Amazon; £2.42). 

The latest Sherlockian E-Times, the always enjoyable newsletter-blog-

sort-of-thing from Carolyn & Joel Senter of Classic Specialties, is at 

http://sherlock-holmes.com/e_times14-4.html.  

Peter Blau reports on the continuing legal battle: ‘The saga continues: 

Les Klinger filed his brief in opposition to the Conan Doyle Estate’s 



appeal against the ruling that Les (and everyone else) can use the 

Sherlock Holmes characters and story elements in the 50 stories that are 

now in the public domain without getting permission from the Estate, 

and the Estate has responded; all of the filings are available at Les’ web-

site www.free-sherlock.com; click on “Court Filings” and then scroll 

down to the last entries. There will be oral arguments in the case in 

Chicago on May 22.’  

Also from Peter: ‘Some treasures from the late Norman Nolan’s 

collection will be offered at auction at Christie’s in New York on June 

19: the manuscript of “The Adventure of Black Peter”, the original 

artwork for Sidney Paget’s illustration showing Holmes and Watson in 

the railway carriage (in “Silver Blaze”), and a pair of Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle’s surgical scissors. Christie’s web-site is at www.christies.com; if 

you’d like to be on their mailing list for an announcement of the auction, 

you should ask Diane Nolan at n2913@aol.com. And Randall Stock’s 

“Best of Sherlock” report on the items will be found at 

www.tinyurl.com/mgwh55r.’  

On 15 June at Bradgate Park, Leicestershire  Chapterhouse Theatre 

will present an open-air production of The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes by Laura Turner. ‘Deep in the beautiful Northumbrian 
countryside a terrifying mystery and a legendary nemesis await the 
arrival of the world’s greatest detective. When the wife of Doctor 
Watson suddenly disappears, a desperate quest to find her begins. 
Sherlock Holmes comes face to face with his greatest fear at the hands 
of his mortal enemy in this stunning new tale of romance and suspense.’ 
Book tickets at www.seetickets.com/event/sherlock-holmes/bradgate-

park-leicester/760907.  

The play will be at Mapledurham, Reading on 9 July (0118 972 3350),  

Field Place, Worthing on 10 July (01903 244034), at Wollaton Hall, 

Nottingham on 11 and 12 July (0115 8763100), and at Corfe Castle, 

Dorset on 18 July (0844 249 1895).  

From 17 September Sherlock Holmes And The Canary Girls, a new 

Sherlock Holmes mystery thriller by Keith Digby and John Clark, will 

be staged at the Kenton Theatre in Henley-on-Thames (01491 575698; 

boxoffice@kentontheatre.co.uk). ‘It’s the third year of World War One. 
The Canary Girls, as Britain’s women munitions workers are known, 
are as vital to the nation’s survival as the forces at the Front. Three are 
found dead, their bodies mutilated in a similar way to Jack the Ripper’s 
victims nearly thirty years ago. To prevent the collapse of the 
armaments industry’s morale, the British government turns to Sherlock 
Holmes and Dr Watson to investigate the grisly murders in complete 
secrecy.’ 

The International Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes is at COSI in 

Columbus, Ohio until September, when it moves on to St Louis, 

Missouri. Sherlock Holmes: The Man Who Never Lived and Will Never 
Die opens at the Museum of London on 17 October and will run until 

12 April 2015. There’ll be little overlap because the two differ in 

content and emphasis. As you might expect, the London exhibition 

concentrates on Holmes’s relationship with the city that was for so 

many years his home. Tickets are already on sale at 

www.museumoflondon.org.uk. ‘Going beyond film and fiction, visitors 
to the museum will be transported to the real Victorian London – the 
backdrop for many of Conan Doyle’s stories. Through early film, 
photography, paintings and original artefacts, the exhibition will 
recreate the atmosphere of Sherlock’s London, with visitors able to 
envisage the places that the detective visited and imagine they are 
standing on the pavement of the Strand watching the horse drawn traffic 
pass by.’ 

Currently at the Golden Thread Gallery (84-94 Great Patrick St, Belfast 

BT1 2LU; http://goldenthreadgallery.co.uk/) is But what end? by Alan 
Phelan. The philosophical musing that concludes ‘The Cardboard Box’ 

‘opens Alan Phelan’s exhibition of new, recent and re-configured work, 

centred around an adaptation of this Sherlock Holmes story in a new 

film titled “Edwart & Arlette”. With characters, dialogue and settings all 

reworked, this stylish whodunit hands over the detective work to the 

audience, since Sherlock himself has been removed from the narrative.’ 

Admission is free but parental guidance is advised. 

From 27 to 31 May the exhibition at the Mall Galleries in London 

(www.mallgalleries.org.uk) will be Coded-Decoded by the international 

textile group Prism. At least two of the pieces on display are 

Holmesian: they are works by Judith Rowley, inspired by ‘The 

Dancing Men’. Ms Rowley says, ‘There will be pieces inspired by the 

code in the shop at reasonable prices.’ 

Duncan McIvor of McIvor Originals Ltd reports that his company has 

‘licensed London’s iconic street sign design from the City of 

Westminster to produce a new range of life-size, authentic metal wall art 

of London’s famous streetnames such as Baker Street and Sherlock 
Mews.  Made from high quality steel by us in the UK, they look just like 

traditional enamel signs with a beautiful high gloss paint finish. We also 

have a personalisation option available, enabling your members to 

create their own unique London street signs, that we can ship direct to 

the customer.’ Personally I’d like to see a replica or an imaginative 

reconstruction of a late Victorian sign for Baker Street, but Sherlock 

fans with money to spare and an eye for quality will be interested in 

full-scale copies of the present-day signs. McIvor’s retail site is at 

www.streetnamedesire.co.uk. 

British Pathé, whose full-colour coverage of our first pilgrimage to 

Switzerland in 1968 is included on the Society’s DVD boxed set The 
Sherlock Holmes Society of London, 1959–1974, has made its entire 

archive – 85,000 films, long and short – freely accessible on YouTube. 

Besides the film of the Swiss trip and two lengthy sequences of 

outtakes, there are short pieces about the 1951 Sherlock Holmes 

Exhibition at Abbey House and the recently opened Sherlock Holmes 

pub in 1958. The Pathé material is at 

www.youtube.com/user/britishpathe, but if you go to  

www.youtube.com and search for ‘Sherlock Holmes Society of London’ 

you’ll get the 1968 Swiss pilgrimage plus some of the Society’s other 

activities, much of it recorded and uploaded by our indefatigable 

member Ken Ross. Ken’s most recent posting is the 2001 Golden 

Jubilee Cruise of the Baltic, in five parts so far with more to come. All 

his videos are at http://www.youtube.com/user/kennethross100. (The 

Society’s DVD is available from the Merchandising Officer: see 

www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/shop_item.php?item_id=31.)  

Bob Hoskins was born in Suffolk and found fame playing Cockneys 

and gangsters, though he certainly wasn’t limited to those types. In The 
Cotton Club (1984) he portrayed Owney Madden, who plays an 

important part in Jon Lellenberg’s novel Baker Street Irregular, and he 

was an acceptable Professor Challenger in the rather unsatisfactory 2001 

TV movie The Lost World. Two years ago Bob Hoskins retired from 

acting after being diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. He died of 

pneumonia on 29 April, aged seventy-one. 

In 1974 at the Open Space in London Charles Marowitz directed a 

savage comedy called Sherlock’s Last Case, attributed to an unknown 

writer named Matthew Lang. The play was certainly different from the 

‘collage’ versions of Shakespeare that Marowitz was known for, and it 

wasn’t until 1987 that a revised version of Sherlock’s Last Case was 

produced on Broadway, this time under the author’s real name – Charles 

Marowitz. He died on 2 May, aged eighty. 

Periodicals received. The Baker Street Journal, Spring 2014 (Steven 

Rothman, www.bakerstreetjournal.com; subscriptions, PO Box 583, 

Zionsville, IN 46077, USA). Baker Street Times, December 2013 and 

April 2014 (British Mensa’s Sherlock Holmes Special Interest 
Group, Neil Matthews, 17 Peters Close, Prestwood, Great Missenden 

HP16 9ET).  The Bilge Pump, April 2014 (The Crew of the Barque 
Lone Star, Steve Mason, http://barquelonestar.com). Canadian 

Holmes, Spring 2014 (The Bootmakers of Toronto, Mark & JoAnn 

Alberstat, 46 Kingston Crescent, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, B3A 2M2, 

Canada). Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections, March 2014 

(Suite 111, Elmer L Andersen Library, University of Minnesota, 222 

21st Avenue S, Minneapolis, MN 55455, USA). Gaslight Gazette, May 

1904 [*sic*] (The Survivors of the Gloria Scott, David J Milner, 6 

Crowndale Drive, Taylors, South Carolina 29687, USA). Mayday 

Mayday, May 2014 (The Crew of the SS May Day, Oscar Ross, 19 

Ardcarn Way, Belfast BT5 7RP). Proceedings of the Sherlock Holmes 

Society of The Hague, April 2014 (The Society, Jacques Zonneveld, 

Vlierboomstraat 464, 2564 JL Den Haag, Holland).  

And Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, April 2014 (Peter E Blau, 

7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, USA; 

blau7103@comcast.net).   
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