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 The Baker Street Irregulars’ admirable Manuscript Series takes a major 
step forward with the latest volume, whose title must have been 
irresistible: Irregular Stain: A Facsimile of the Original Manuscript of 
‘The Second Stain’ by Arthur Conan Doyle edited by Andrew Solberg 
and Robert Katz (Baker Street Irregulars, Michael H Kean, 3040 Sloat 
Road, Pebble Beach, CA 93593, USA; www.BakerStreetJournal.com; 
$39.95 plus postage). For the first time the MS is reproduced in colour, 
which gives a better idea of the appearance of the original and makes such 
details as pencil markings clearer. The original was donated by 
Christopher Morley to his alma mater, Haverford College, Pennsylvania, 
where it now resides. As with a couple of the other extant MSS, a few 
pages are in a quite different hand from the author’s own small neat script, 
identified in this case by Dame Jean Conan Doyle as her mother’s, 
evidently writing from Sir Arthur’s dictation. Philip Bergem provides a 
transcript and notes, and Randall Stock traces the history of the story and 
the manuscript. Two unique features of the book are a scan of the galley 
proofs, the only ones surviving for any of the Holmes stories, now owned 
by Constantine Rossakis, and a scan of Paget’s original artwork for one of 
the Strand illustrations, now owned by Glen Miranker. There are essays 
on the political, legal and social aspects of the story, and a brave but 
misguided attempt to convince us that Sherlock Holmes was a student at 
Haverford. The heart of the book is the manuscript facsimile, which 
enables us to see how the stories we love came into being. 

Holmes’s assessment of good old Watson in as they stood upon the terrace 
in 1914 is both affectionate and incomplete. At heart Watson remained 
steadfast, loyal and straightforward, but of course he changed with the 
times. Holmes too, though in some ways mercurial, embodies certain 
eternal qualities, even beyond his canonical existence. As far as I know, 
none of the 25 writers in The One Fixed Point in a Changing Age: A New 
Generation on Sherlock Holmes edited by Kristina  Manente, Maria 
Fleischhack, Sarah Roy & Taylor  Blumenberg (Gasogene Books, 
www.GasogeneBooks.com; $24.95 plus postage) have contributed to the 
traditional ink-on-paper outlets for Holmesian writing, but their essays 
here prove that scholarship among the young generation can be as 
perceptive, as exciting and as entertaining as anything their seniors have 
produced. The viewpoints may shift a little – several of the essays 
concentrate on Sherlock or Elementary rather than the canon – but the 
focus is always on the great detective and his world. I’m particularly 
impressed by Lucy Keifer’s survey of names in the canon and by Anna 
McDonald’s tribute to the importance in Holmes’s life of Victor Trevor. 
I’m even more impressed by the fact that for most of the writers, all but 
one of whom are female, English is a second language.  

The Remarkable Characters of Arthur Conan Doyle edited by Joel B 
Silver (Baker Street Irregulars; $35.00 plus postage) gathers together the 
papers from a conference at the Lilly Library at Indiana University 
Bloomington in 2009. Holmes gets a look-in, of course, championed by 
Leslie Klinger, but the emphasis is mostly on some of Conan Doyle’s 
other noteworthy creations, who are perhaps less appreciated than they 
should be. Besides Roy Pilot on Professor Challenger, Clifford Goldfarb 
on Brigadier Gerard, and Mark Gagen on Sir Nigel Loring – obvious 
examples – we have Susan Rice on the female characters and Steven 
Doyle on the supporting characters. There are other papers too. Joel 
Silver’s account of how David Randall created the Lilly Library’s Conan 
Doyle Collection is fascinating. The Remarkable Characters of Arthur 
Conan Doyle  is a very interesting and occasionally eye-opening book. 

In 2010 Gasogene Books published Murder in the Vatican: The Church 
Mysteries of Sherlock Holmes by Ann Margaret Lewis. The author’s new 
title, from the same publisher, is The Watson Chronicles: A Sherlock 
Holmes Novel in Stories ($22.95 plus postage). After twenty years at 221B 
Holmes intends to retire to the country, and Watson plans to take a 
medical practice again. The somewhat strained relations between the 
doctor and the detective are complicated by the arrival of an attractive 
young woman. Not only does Watson fall for her, but she strikes up a 
relationship with Mycroft Holmes as well. As Peter Blau notes, the stories 
are told with sentiment and imagination. I expect The Watson Chronicles, 
like Murder in the Vatican, to be very well received. 

The Further Encounters of Sherlock Holmes edited by George Mann 
(Titan Books; www.titanbooks.com; £7.99) gathers twelve bizarre stories 
of the futuristic, the supernatural, the paranormal and the surreal by 
authors experienced in fantasy and science-fiction – and all Holmes fans. 
The most notable names here are probably Andrew Lane and Guy 
Adams, but there are ingenious and engrossing tales by writers new to 
me, such as James Goss, Nick Campbell and Scott Handcock. I fancy 
that if you enjoyed the The Encounters of Sherlock Holmes you’ll enjoy 
The Further Encounters. 

New this month from Titan, all priced at £7.99, are: The Revenant of 
Thraxton Hall by Vaughn Entwistle, in which Arthur Conan Doytle and 
Oscar Wilde investigate a murder that has not yet happened; The Infernal 
Device: A Professor Moriarty novel by Michael Kurland , the first of Mr 
Kurland’s novels in which Moriarty is effectively the hero; and Who 
Thinks Evil: A Professor Moriarty novel, a new addition to Michael 
Kurland’s series. 

Thomas Bruce Wheeler has been developing his London guidebooks 
series beyond The London of Sherlock Holmes (MX Publishing; 
www.mxpublishing.co.uk; £13.99) with five new Kindle books, including 
Sherlock Holmes’s Private Address Book, that use Internet hyperlinks to 
provide information beyond the printed page. Each book includes four 
interactive London maps, one on Sherlock Holmes sites, one on central 
London pubs, one on London’s theatre venues, and one on Famous 
Londoners and their Blue Plaques. You can preview them by going to the 
Amazon web page, searching for: ‘Thomas Bruce Wheeler’, selecting a 
book, and using the ‘Look Inside’ feature.  

The latest issue of The Sherlockian E-Times, newsletter-catalogue of 
Classic Specialties of Cincinnati, can be found at http://www.sherlock-
holmes.com/e_times14-2.html. They offer a great range of Sherlockiana. 

The Arthur Conan Doyle Collection, housed in the new Marilyn & 
Charles Baillie Special Collections Centre at Toronto Public Library, is 
now open for public access again after extensive renovations. The 2014 
Cameron Hollyer Memorial Lecture, presented by the Library and the 
Friends of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection will be Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle: Storytelling and the Passion of the Narrator by Lyndsay Faye, at 
2.00pm on 3 May in the Elizabeth Beeton Auditorium, Toronto Reference 
Library, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto, ON M4W 2G8, Canada. Details are 
at www.acdfriends.org.  

This from my friend Vince Webb, who has appeared in several of the Old 
Court Radio Theatre Company productions (hear or download them at 
www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/world/radio.php): At the McGrigor Hall,  
Frinton-on-Sea at 8.00pm on 9 May, Saxons will perform a live ‘radio’ 
play called Sherlock Holmes and the Repulsive Affair of The Red Leech by 
Bob Bishop. It’s a comedy, first performed in Edinburgh at the Festival 
Club in 1992, when The Scotsman said ‘Sir Arthur Conan Doyle would 
have approved’. Box office: 01255 675959 or 07799 105071.  

Vincent Delay alerts me to two articles (in French) accessible online. ‘Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle et les esprits photographiés’ by Antoine Faivre is in 
Ethnologie française, Vol. 33, 2003/4 - Voix, visions, apparitions at 
http://www.cairn.info/revue-ethnologie-francaise-2003-4.htm. ‘Sherlock 



(BBC 2010): un nouveau limier pour le xxie siècle?’ by Jean-Pierre 
Naugrette is in Études anglaises, Vol. 64, 2011/4 - L’héritage du 
policier: continuités et ruptures dans la fiction contemporaine Anglo-
phone at http://www.cairn.info/revue-etudes-anglaises-2011-4.htm. That 
one costs €5.00 to download. 

A reminder of the one-day symposium New Directions in Sherlock, to be 
held at the Wilkins Gustave Tuck Lecture Theatre at University College 
London on 11 April. Organiser Tom Ue notes: ‘This conference is free 
and open to the public. Please register here: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/new-
directions-in-sherlock-tickets-6900426361?aff=eorg.’ 

If you fancy buying a house with Conan Doyle connections and have over 
£500,000 to spare, pop along to Goldings Auctions at Wherstead in 
Suffolk (www.goldingsauctions.co.uk/prop/next_auction.html) tomorrow. 
One of the properties for sale is The Cedars Spiritualist Church, 46 
Anglesea Road, Ipswich IP1 3PW. It’s a large Victorian house, close to 
the town centre, and ACD is recorded as attending several meetings there. 

News of Baker Street Role Playing Game from Rob Stone of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana: ‘I have had the pleasure of playing early versions of the game in 
my retail game store and have enjoyed it greatly.  Here’s a link to the 
Kickstarter campaign for the Baker Street Role Playing Game: 
www.kickstarter.com/projects/fearlightgames/baker-street-roleplaying-in-
the-world-of-sherlock .’  

At www.threadless.com/sherlockholmes/ you can see the 282 submissions 
in a contest for a T-shirt design inspired by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
Sherlock Holmes. There are some very impressive designs among them. 

Both Bruce Dettman and John Addy have alerted me to the fact that Sting 
of Death, a 1955 TV dramatisation of A Taste for Honey by Gerald 
Heard, is on YouTube at www.youtube.com/watch?v=QChOFJHdQps. 
Boris Karloff  heads a grand British cast as an elderly beekeeper who calls 
himself Mr Mycroft and who investigates when killer bees attack in a 
quiet English village. The rival beekeeper is played by Martyn Green, the 
great Savoyard, who two years earlier had been Dr Watson to Basil 
Rathbone’s Holmes in a live TV adaptation of Adrian Conan Doyle’s 
story The Black Baronet. 

Portsmouth City Museum, home of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection / 
Lancelyn Green Bequest, is seeking volunteers to assist with workshops, 
curatorial work, project evaluation, social media/apps and marketing and 
materials management specifically for a new project associated with the 
collection. It’s called Sharing Sherlock – The story of a Pompey lad, 
and the museum needs 20 volunteers who will undergo training to support 
on various elements including the delivery of the schools workshops and 
the development of the online exhibition. If you’re interested in what 
could be the opportunity of a lifetime, please email Laura Weston, 
Learning and Education Officer at Laura.Weston@portsmouthcc.gov.uk.  

There’s been a certain amount in the media about a proposed £25,000,000 
‘Sherlock Holmes Theme Park’ at Portsmouth – see, eg 
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2561719/Sherlock-theme-park-
Detective-set-25m-attraction-plot-enactments-holograms-bringing-
characters-life.html. Nothing concrete yet, and the words ‘theme park’ 
appear to have originated with the press. 

From Peter Blau: ‘Andrew Malec has noted Denis Gohin’s splendid 
archive of illustrations by Frederic Dorr Steele, Sherlockian and non-
Sherlockian, and in full color, on-line at www.tinyurl.com/lnuolf6,  and 
that there is additional Steele artwork in the Cabinet of American 
Illustration at the Library of Congress web-site at 
www.tinyurl.com/laua5r5 and at Paul Giambarba’s web-site devoted to 
‘100 Years of Illustration and Design’ www.tinyurl.com/l3nsghx.  

The Pantaloons will be at Harlow Playhouse on 12 & 14 March with 
Sherlock Holmes by Mark Hayward  (www.playhouseharlow.com/; 
01279 431 945). It’s the start of a six-week tour whose details you’ll find 
at www.thepantaloons.co.uk/shows/sh2014.asp. They finish at Braintree 
Arts Theatre on 27 April (www.braintreeartstheatre.com/; 01376 556 
354). 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Victoria (Australia) decided last month 
to disband and reform as ‘a looser, informal group of friends’ under the 
name of The Elementary Victorians. Steve Duke, who was President for 
23 of the Society’s 26 years, has agreed to be ‘acting chairman’ of The 
Elementary Victorians. 

Peter Blau reports: ‘Baker Street Vienna is a Sherlock Holmes 
convention planned for June 14-15 in (of course) Vienna 
www.bakerstreetvienna.at ; the convention will be bilingual (German and 
English), and registration is open now.’ 

Our Society’s online photo gallery has been completely revamped and 
greatly extended – at least, as far as the sets on Flickr are concerned. 
Although the Webmaster, Jonny Hough, is updating the website, the links 
at www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/galleries/gallery.php are still not reliable. 
The most straightforward way is www.flickr.com/photos/shsl/sets/. If you 
can help fill in the gaps – and there are lots of them! – please contact me 
in the first instance, not Jonny. Thank you. 

At the Society’s AGM on 17 May we plan to stage a special Holmesian 
version of the wonderful BBC TV quiz game Only Connect, provisionally 
called Only Deduct. We can’t promise a presenter with the wit, 
intelligence and beauty of Victoria Coren Mitchell, but we can promise 
that the game will be challenging and fun. If you aren’t familiar with Only 
Connect, you can see clips on the programme’s website, including one 
with a brief appearance by two members of the Society. If you can think 
laterally and spot Holmesian connections, please volunteer to take part in 
Only Deduct. Applications to me, please! 

It was reported only a few days ago that Ross Husband died in Gran 
Canaria on 2 January. His novel Sherlock Holmes & the Master Engraver, 
published last July with the Conan Doyle Estate’s seal of approval, was 
intended to be the first in a series of six. I understand that the second book 
is just about complete, but the rest will never be published. 

Lisa Daniely, who died on 12 February aged eighty-four, was born in 
Buckinghamshire but educated in Paris, where she trained at the Theatre 
Sarah Bernhardt. The Stage records: ‘Daniely’s one-woman show told the 
story of Theroigne de Mericourt, an avid supporter of the French 
Revolution, who spent the last 20 years of her life in a mental hospital. 
Daniely was working on turning the script into a novel when she died.’ In 
1984 she played Nancy Barclay in the Granada TV production of The 
Crooked Man. 

Joseph W Moran died on 18 February aged eighty-six. In the 1970s he 
joined the Sherlock Holmes Society of London, and though he was rarely 
able to attend meetings, he was a prominent figure in the Society’s Swiss 
Pilgrimage of 1991. Mostly, though, one would encounter Joe in his home 
country – at the BSI weekend in New York, for instance. Jean and I last 
met him at the conference in Minneapolis last August. Joe’s Sherlockian 
writings have appeared in journals on both sides of the Atlantic. In 1991 
he received his BSI investiture, as ‘Sir Augustus Moran, CB’. He was a 
good friend. That craggy bearded face will be much missed. 

Periodicals received. Baker Street Essays, issue 5, February 2014 (Bob 
Byrne; www.solarpons.com) [*a most welcome return!*]. The Cri Bar 
Crier, February 2014 (The Criterion Bar Association, Susan Z 
Diamond, 16W603 3rd Ave, Bensenville, IL 60106-2327, USA).  
Gaslight Gazette, January-February 1904 [*sic*]  (The Survivors of the 
Gloria Scott, David J Milner, 6 Crowndale Drive, Taylors, South 
Carolina 29687, USA). Ironmongers Daily News, 24 February 1914 
[*sic*]  (La Société Sherlock Holmes de France, Thierry Saint-Joanis, 
www.sshf.com/inscription-sshf.php). Memoires et Documents 2013: Le 
Gai Savoir Holmésien de Ronald Knox by Benoit Guilielmo (Société 
d’Études Holmésiennes de la Suisse Romande, Vincent Delay, Ch. De 
la Chaumière 1, 1010 Lausanne, Switzerland).  

The Moor: Magasin för Sherlockianer, Dec. 2013 (The Baskerville Hall 
Club of Sweden, Anders Wiggström, Byggmästarvägen 29, 168 32 
Bromma, Sweden). Proceedings of the Sherlock Holmes Society of The 
Hague, February 2014 (The Society, Jacques Zonneveld, Vlierboomstraat 
464, 2564 JL Den Haag, Holland). Report from the Unscrupulous 
Rascals, November 2013 and February 2014 (The Sherlock Holmes 
Society of South Australia, Mark Chellew, 50 Richmond Ave, Colonel 
Light Gardens, SA 5041, Australia). The Saturday Review of Literature, 
no. 2, 18 January 2014 (521 College Avenue, Niagara Falls, NY 14305, 
USA). Studies of the Nippon Sherlock Holmes Club, December 2013 
(The Japan Sherlock Holmes Club, Saburoh Hiraga, 3-6-24 Ueno-
higashi, Toyonaka-shi, Osaka 560-0013 Japan; jzb0400@nifty.com.jp).     

And Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, January 2014 and February 
2014 (Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, 
USA; blau7103@comcast.net).  . 
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