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It’s a delight to welcome a really important new work of Holmesian 
scholarship, even though, as an English monoglot, I’m unable to appreciate 
it to the full. Från Holmes till Sherlock, the masterwork of Mattias 
Boström, winner of the BSI’s 2009 Morley-Montgomery Award, is due in 
August from Piratförlaget (www.piratforlaget.se/bocker). The book is in 
Swedish. A Danish edition is expected next year, and I very much hope that 
the book will be translated into English before too long. Meanwhile, the 
Scandinavian influence on the English language allows us to grasp the 
essence of some, at least, of Mr Boström’s text. In an interview posted at 
http://bakerstreetbeat.blogspot.co.uk/, on Dan Andriacco’s blog,  he explains 
the immense amount of research involved, and adds: ‘I present some 
previously unknown facts regarding the years when Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
was alive, but in the later half of the book there are big chunks of unknown 
facts.’ Definitely one to look out for! 

Some cartoonists have looked beyond the Sherlockian clichés, and combined 
artistic skill and a mad sense of humour with a deep knowledge of the canon. 
One of the best was the amazingly prolific Norman Schatell (1925-1980), 
whose work enlivened The Baker Street Journal, Baker Street Miscellanea 
and other publications. Who else could have devised a series of just-about-
practical craft projects that include the Very Kinetic Holmes Marionette, the 
Late Professor Moriarty Oscillating and Magnetic Automobile-Dashboard 
Goodluck Figure, and the Holmes-Roylott Trick Poker? It took thirty-three 
years, but The Lighter Side of Sherlock Holmes: The Sherlockian Artwork of 
Norman Schatell compiled by Glenn Schatell (MX Publishing; 
www.mxpublishing.co.uk; £12.99) was worth the wait. 

Clive Bloom, author of Victoria’s Madmen: Revolution and Alienation 
(Palgrave Macmillan; www.palgrave.com; 2 August; £20.00), has written 
and lectured extensively on British popular fiction and popular movements 
in politics and religion. Arthur Conan Doyle features in this book, as one of 
many extraordinary people whose ideas ran counter to, or sometimes parallel 
to, the accepted conformism of the British imperial establishment. Some 
were genuinely insane, like the painter Richard Dadd; some were truly bad, 
and some may have been deluded, while ‘Grey Owl’, for instance, pretended 
to be what he was not for a sound and worthwhile purpose; some, like 
William Morris, knew that their visions were just that, but knew too that 
they were worth striving for. Drugs, ghosts, sham-messiahs, megalomania, 
piety, the fight against injustice – it’s all here, though the linking thread is 
not always apparent. My one real gripe is that, although there’s a 
bibliography, no sources are given for the many quotations. [*Get 20% 
discount on Victoria’s Madmen today by visiting www.palgrave.com and 
entering promotional code WORLDPALGRAVE20.*] 

The number of new Sherlock Holmes stories seems endless. Does anyone 
have time to read them all? The latest update of The database of Sherlockian 
pastiches, parodies and related fiction kept by Philip K Jones contains 
10,205 entries! - www.sherlock-holmes.es/database.php.  

N M Scott is the author of two previous volumes of short stories. Due next 
week, but already available from Amazon.co.uk, is Sherlock Holmes: The 
Russian Connection and other new adventures (Book Guild Publishing; 
www.bookguild.co.uk/; £16.99), ten exploits that take Holmes and Watson 
to rural Sussex, Kew Gardens, the Yorkshire Dales, Bethnal Green, and 
Moscow. The cases involve espionage, blackmail, abduction and murder – 
and there’s more than one Russian connection. The plotting is clever, the 
period setting faithful, and the style agreeable. Mr Scott writes well, and is 
well served by his publishers. The book is ideal for those who regret that 
there are only sixty canonical cases. 

Even more prolific is Hugh Ashton. The Deed Box of John H Watson MD 
(Inknbeans Press; http://www.inknbeans.com/hugh-ashton.html; £15.99), is 
a 360-page hardback, in which the text is laid out in double columns, 
attractively evoking the appearance of The Strand Magazine. The 
punctuation and even some of the spelling follow the usage of The Strand. 
Eight of the eleven stories purport to tell the truth about those veiled hints 
that Watson dropped: here, for instance, are ‘Colonel Warburton’s 
Madness’, ‘The Mystery of the Paradol Chamber’, ‘The Strange Case of 
James Phillimore’ and ‘The Case of the Trepoff Murder’, all ingeniously 
devised and very well written. The longest narrative, The Darlington 
Substitution, is published separately, as a 220-page paperback (Inknbeans; 
£6.40). It’s a complex business, beginning with the theft of a family relic, 
supposedly essential to the continuation of the Darlington line, and 
eventually encompassing kidnap, corruption and murder. There are echoes 
of ‘A Scandal in Bohemia’, of course, and of The Hound of the Baskervilles 
and ‘The Red-Headed League’. John Clay plays an important part, but is 
rightly kept off-stage. In any case, the female instigator of all the strife is 
more than a match for him. Fortunately Sherlock Holmes is more than a 
match for her. 

Having exhausted the deed box, Hugh Ashton has more recently found 
another source, resulting so far in two more paperbacks: Notes from the 
Dispatch-Box of John H Watson MD (Inknbeans; £6.18) and Further Notes 
from the Dispatch-Box of John H Watson MD (Inknbeans; £6.39). The first 
gives us ‘The Affair of the Vatican Cameos’, ‘The Reigate Poisoning Case’ 
(‘The Reigate Poisoning Case Concluded’, published separately as a Kindle, 
very cleverly turns the story on its head) and, unexpectedly, ‘The History of 
John Augustus Edward Clay as Told by Himself’. In the second volume are 
‘The Abernetty Horror’, ‘The Case of the Finsbury House’, ‘The Curious 
Affair of the Archdeacon’ and ‘An Account of the Victor Lynch Forgery’ – 
that last told by Inspector Charles [*sic*]  Lestrade. Mr Ashton’s stories are 
admirably close to the real thing. 

From MX Publishing come three very different novels. The Making of a 
Man by John Worth (£9.99) gives a radically new account of how Sherlock 
Holmes came to be. Young Shiloh Coombes (originally Gomez), fallen on 
bad times after leaving his family in disgrace, is rescued by Isidor 
Feigenbaum, master of a gang of young thieves. The influence of Oliver 
Twist is plain, but Coombes’s experience is not like Oliver’s. It’s a bold 
notion – perhaps a little too bold 

In A Study in Regret (£6.99) Claire Daines reimagines another part of the 
detective’s life. In this version, not only did Professor Moriarty die at 
Reichenbach but Dr Watson was shot dead by Colonel Moran – and 
Sherlock Holmes must live with the loss and the danger, supported by 
Inspector Lestrade and Mary Watson. It’s an exciting and emotional story, 
though the informality between the three seems wrong. The adventure will 
continue in a forthcoming volume called The Final Solution. 

 The new novel by Dan Andriacco, however, is entirely to my taste. The 
Disappearance of Mr James Phillimore (£9.99) brings Sebastian McCabe, 
Jeff Cody and Lynda Teal from Erin, Ohio to London. McCabe has been 
challenged to a debate, Holmes vs Dupin; Jeff and Lynda are on their 
honeymoon, but they’re inevitably drawn in when a distinguished 
Holmesian collector disappears. His name is James Phillimore, and he 
vanishes in just the way that his fictional namesake did, stepping back into 
his house to retrieve his umbrella. Perhaps for the first time, Sebastian 
McCabe finds himself up against a real deadly enemy, one who sees himself 
as a real-life Moriarty. The book actually gives us two separate mysteries on 
the same theme. Within the present-day narrative is a fine Sherlock Holmes 
pastiche, ‘The Magic Umbrella’, which may just be relevant to the 
disappearance of the real James Phillimore. And there’s a bonus: Jeff and 
Lynda spent the earlier part of their honeymoon in Rome, where Lynda 
solved the curious case of the Vatican Cameos. Dr Andriacco’s writing, as 
always, is witty and assured. Jeff, Lynda and Sebastian are people you’d 
truly like to meet. 



Also from MX are new editions of Mystery at St Andrews by W P Lawler 
(£9.99) – I said of the first edition that the author’s love of both the Holmes 
Canon and of golf ensures authenticity and appeal – and The Papers of 
Sherlock Holmes by David Marcum  (two volumes, £9.99 each) – nine 
intriguing mysteries, very much in the classic tradition. 

Conan Doyle said, ‘Poe’s masterful detective, M Dupin, had from boyhood 
been one of my heroes.’ Yet very few writers have created new adventures 
for the Chevalier C Auguste Dupin. In their introduction to Beyond Rue 
Morgue: Further Tales of Edgar Allan Poe’s 1st Detective (Titan Books; 
www.titanbooks.com; £7.99), the editors Paul Kane and Charles Prepolec 
say of Michael Harrison’s 1968 collection The Exploits of the Chevalier 
Dupin that the stories ‘capture the methodology of Dupin, but lack many of 
Poe’s more outré elements; Poe having been known for his horror and 
fantasy tales, as well.’ The contributors to this new volume, who include 
Clive Barker, Simon Clark, Lisa Tuttle and Stephen Volk, set about 
rectifying that omission. One story reveals Dupin as a monster. Another has 
him battling extra-dimensional invaders. Two, in completely different ways, 
concern his descendants. Yet another tells us that Poe himself did not die in 
1849, but went to Paris and assumed the identity of his fictional creation. My 
feeling is that Michael Harrison was right to exclude the ‘more outré 
elements’ from his pastiches, just as Poe did from his original three tales, but 
the stories in Beyond Rue Morgue are imaginative and well written. I’m sure 
they have a ready audience. 

I’m not big on graphic novels, but I’m bowled over by the Grandville series, 
written and illustrated by our member Bryan Talbot . The title is a tribute to 
the 19th century French caricaturist, J J Grandville, whose depictions of 
people as hominid animals (and other things) helped inspire surrealism. In 
Mr Talbot’s novels England has only recently gained independence from 
France, having been conquered by Napoleon two hundred years ago along 
with the rest of Europe. In this Steampunk world, all the people are animals, 
French is the universal language, and the name Grandville is sometimes 
applied to the Imperial City of Paris. The artwork is superb, and the style 
allows for subtle little jokes, dropping in characters from Tintin and Rupert 
Bear. The hero of Grandville, Grandville Mon Amour and Grandville Bête 
Noire (Jonathan Cape; www.capegraphicnovels.co.uk; £16.99 each) is DI 
Archie LeBrock of Scotland Yard, a badger, whose sidekick is an elegant 
rat. LeBrock’s character combines elements of Sherlock Holmes, Sam Spade 
and even Mike Hammer, and he needs all his intelligence and his courage to 
uncover political conspiracies that bring to mind the phrase ‘madmen 
wielding sceptres’. The tense England/France political situation parallels that 
of Ireland/UK not so long ago.   

Our own Calvert Markham has written the foreword to Sherlock Holmes in 
Japan by Vasudev Murthy, writing as Akira Yamashita (HarperCollins 
India; www.harpercollins.co.in/; Rs350). ‘Dr John H. Watson receives a 
strange letter from his supposedly dead friend, and sets out for Tokyo. On 
the ship, his quiet, distinguished cabin-mate is murdered…. Meanwhile, in 
the opium dens of Shanghai and in the back alleys of Tokyo, sinister men 
hatch evil plots. And Professor Moriarty stalks the world, drawing up a map 
for worldwide dominion. Only one man can outwit the diabolical professor. 
And that man has survived Reichenbach Falls.’ The novel is available from 
www.buybooksindia.com/getProductDetail.action?id=13618776 and other 
sources. 

Vernon Mealor, author of a very good series of stories with Colonel Moran 
as the protagonist, offers The Crocker Factor: Some Observations on 
Sherlock Holmes, three cases in which PC Crocker, a junior member of 
Lestrade’s team, has a unique opportunity to observe Holmes’s methods. It’s 
available from Amazon as a Kindle at £1.02. 

At www.sherlock-holmes.com/e_times13-7.html you’ll find the latest 
Sherlockian E-Times, the catalogue-newsletter of Classic Specialties (PO 
Box 19058, Cincinnati, OH 45219, USA) – always worth a look. 

The mordant farce Broken Holmes by Robin Johnson was well reviewed on 
at the Edinburgh Fringe in 2009, and was staged last month during the 
Sherlock Holmes: Past & Present conference in London. The original cast 
(James Bober, Canavan Connolly & Patrick Spragg, with Anna Nicholson 
replacing Rebecca D’Souza) will be back at the Fringe this year from 19-
24th August at 4:55 pm in Venue 39, TheSpace on The Mile. 

On 6 September Roger Llewellyn will perform Sherlock Holmes – The 
Death and Life at The Exchange, Sturminster Newton, Dorset (01258 
475137; www.stur-exchange.co.uk). On 12-13 September he’ll be at 
TheatreSevern, Shrewsbury (01743 281281; www.theatresevern.co.uk/).  

A crime fiction event is planned for 5 September at St Pancras Library, 
across the road from St Pancras Station. The speakers will be Mike 
Topping, cover artist for the Penguin editions of Sherlock Holmes, and 

Laura Thompson of the Folio Society, biographer of Agatha Christie. This 
free event will also provide a rare opportunity to consult beautifully bound 
and illustrated Folio crime fiction works (including some of the more lavish 
limited editions not currently featured on the website). More details later. 

On 29 October at Clwyd Theatr Cymru  in Mold (www.clwyd-theatr-
cymru.co.uk/#1), Tony Earnshaw, , author of An Actor and a Rare One - 
Peter Cushing as Sherlock Holmes, will give an illustrated talk called Peter 
Cushing and the Strange Case of the Concertina Factor. The evening will 
include a double-bill screening of Hammer Films’ The Hound of the 
Baskervilles and The Mummy. 

Ken Ross has uploaded to YouTube his video recordings of the Society’s 
weekend visit to Portsmouth in 2008. Go to www.youtube.com and type ken 
ross sherlock holmes in the search bar to bring up his page. 

Aziz Bin Adam notes that Timeshift - Everybody was Kung Fu Fighting: The 
Rise of Martial Arts in Britain, the BBC TV programme featuring Bartitsu 
can be seen at www.youtube.com/watch?v=St0-JDpJAIQ.  

If you thought things couldn’t get weirder, try Shakespeare & Watson: 
Detectives of Mystery at www.shakespeareandwatson.com/wordpress/...  

Barry Young (the Scotland Yard Jack-in-Office) reports that there’ll be a 
special meeting of The Sherlock Holmes Society of Scotland at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday 31 July in the Library of Glasgow Art Club, 185 Bath Street. 
Daniel Stashower, biographer of Conan Doyle and co-editor of Arthur 
Conan Doyle: A Life in Letters, The Narrative of John Smith and Dangerous 
Work: Diary of An Arctic Adventure, will talk about his work. A major 
character in his latest history, The Hour of Peril: The Secret Plot to Murder 
Lincoln Before the Civil War, is Gorbals-born Allan Pinkerton, founder of 
the famous detective agency. The evening is free. Contact Barry for more 
details at sherlockscotland@btinternet.com.  

Peter Blau notes that there’s another active Dutch society, besides The 
Sherlock Holmes Society of the Hague. Jan-Just Middel is the contact for 
the Baarn Baskervilles (Nieuw Baarnstraat #4-C, 3743 BR Baarn, 
Netherlands). 

Tim Symonds is looking to have a rose named after Sherlock Holmes. 
Suggestions for the preferred colour, scent and so on will be welcome. 
Contact me in the first instance, please, and I’ll pass messages on. 

It shouldn’t have been a surprise to learn that our good friend Reggie 
Musgrave died on 24 June, as we knew he’d been ill for some time. The 
news came as a shock, none the less. Reggie was formerly Roger Matthews. 
Under both names he contributed a great deal to the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London and the Poor Folk Upon the Moors, whose journal The 
Torr he edited from 2003 to 2011. Reggie was a good friend and excellent 
company, especially over a pint or two of bitter. He will be greatly missed. 

Periodicals received. The Alfalfa Gazette, July 2013 (Friends of the 
Soldier Named Murray, Jody Baker, josiahbaker@bkhcw.com).  The 
Arthur Conan Doyle Newsletter and Birthday File XX, 22 May 2013 (The 
Conan Doyle [Crowborough] Establishment, Brian W Pugh; www.the-
conan-doyle-crowborough-establishment.com/). The Baker Street Journal, 
Summer 2013 (Steven Rothman, www.bakerstreetjournal.com; 
subscriptions, PO Box 583, Zionsville, IN 46077, USA). The Bilge Pump, 
July 2013 (The Crew of the Barque Lone Star, Steve Mason, 
http://barquelonestar.com). The Camden House Journal, March 2013, April 
2013 and May 2013 (The Occupants of the Empty House, Debbie Tinsley, 
PO Box 21, Zeigler, IL 62999, USA). Canadian Holmes, Summer 2013 
(The Bootmakers of Toronto, Mark & JoAnn Alberstat, 46 Kingston 
Crescent, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, B3A 2M2, Canada). Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections, June 2013 (Suite 111, Elmer L Andersen 
Library, University of Minnesota, 222 21st Avenue S, Minneapolis, MN 
55455, USA). Gaslight Gazette, July 2013 (The Survivors of the Gloria 
Scott, David J Milner, 6 Crowndale Drive, Taylors, South Carolina 29687, 
USA). Ineffable Twaddle, July 2013 (The Sound of the Baskervilles, Terri 
Haugen, www.soundofthebaskervilles.com).   The Petrel Flyer, June 2013 
(The Stormy Petrels of British Columbia, Len Haffenden, 1026 West 
Keith Road, North Vancouver, B.C., Canada V7P 3C6). The Scion, Summer 
2013 (The Musgraves, Anne Jordan, Hallas Lodge, Greenside Lane, 
Cullingworth, Bradford BD13 5AP). The Serpentine Muse, Summer 2013 
(The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes, Evelyn Herzog, 301 Warren 
Ave, #203, Baltimore, MD 21203, USA).  The Sherlock Holmes Journal, 
Summer 2013 (The Sherlock Holmes Society of London, c/o Yours Truly). 

And Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, June 2013 (Peter E Blau, 7103 
Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, USA; blau7103@comcast.net). 

Roger Johnson 


