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Sherlock Holmes told the insistently assertive J Neil Gibson, ‘I do not 
think that I am in need of booming.’ Today we’re likely to encounter 
the name and the image of Holmes almost anywhere we turn. 

AudioGO offers a set of all four of the Long Stories, read unabridged 
by the wonderful Derek Jacobi and reviewed enthusiastically in the last 
DM. For the chance of winning, just tell me who illustrated The Valley 
of Fear for The Strand Magazine. Answers to me, please, by 30 
September. And do check the AudioGO website at www.audiogo.co.uk. 

The most important of the many books recently sent me for review is 
certainly the long-awaited ‘Dangerous Work’: Diary of an Arctic 
Adventure by Arthur Conan Doyle, (British Library; 
http://publishing.bl.uk/book/dangerous-work; £25). The ‘adventure’, of 
course, is Conan Doyle’s six-month voyage as ship’s surgeon on the 
Peterhead whaling ship Hope, and the contrast with The Narrative of 
John Smith, also edited by Jon Lellenberg & Daniel Stashower, could 
hardly be greater. ‘Dangerous Work’ is a quite magnificent production, 
with the young medical student’s journal reproduced page by page in 
full colour, the handwriting assured and clear throughout, and the 
drawings indicating that he might, had he dedicated himself to it, have 
made a name for himself as an illustrator, like his uncle and his 
grandfather. Following the facsimile is a transcript of the text, with 
annotations that genuinely enhance our appreciation of Conan Doyle’s 
fascinating first-hand account of a dangerous, courageous and by then 
dying trade. This big beautiful volume concludes with four later works 
that were inspired by the author’s experiences in the frozen ocean: two 
articles, ‘The Glamour of the Arctic’ and ‘Life on a Greenland Whaler’, 
an outstanding ghost story, ‘The Captain of the Pole Star’, and a tale 
that needs no introduction, ‘The Adventure of Black Peter’. I really 
can’t recommend ‘Dangerous Work’ too highly. 

The Hound of the Baskervilles doesn’t easily lend itself to the theatre, 
but dramatists seem unable to resist the challenge. I’ve not had the 
chance to see it, but the script by Simon Corble (MX Publishing, 
www.mxpublishing.co.uk; £7.99/$10.95/€8.99) is pretty close to the top 
of my list of favourites. It was written to be performed out of doors, 
with the audience following the actors from place to place. Mr Corble 
boldly adapts the story rather than simply dramatising, and the result is 
clever, witty, exciting – and refreshingly intelligent. David Stuart 
Davies contributes an appreciative foreword, and the text is enhanced 
by a dozen photographs and a superb atmospheric cover, using photos 
taken during a production at Brimham Rocks in North Yorkshire. 

From McFarland & Co (www.mcfarlandbooks.com), the American 
academic publishers, come two timely volumes of essays. ‘Sherlock’ 
and Transmedia Fandom: Essays on the BBC Series edited by Louisa 
Ellen Stein and Kristina Busse isn’t exactly a snip at $40.00, but 
there’s lots of interest here. The contributors, mostly but not all female, 
compare the characters and milieu of Sherlock with those created by 
Conan Doyle, and examine the relationship between what you might 
call the Holmesian or Sherlockian establishment and the suddenly very 
significant devotees who happily call themselves fans – a term that 
doesn’t spring naturally to the lips of many older admirers of the great 
detective. (It’s firmly established among science fiction enthusiasts, 
though, and there’s a long history of shared interest there.) Other essays 
cover Sherlock’s place in the tradition of television adaptations, 
international interpretation of the series, and a good deal more. 

Sherlock Holmes for the 21st Century: Essays on New Adaptations 
edited by Lynnette Porter, also priced at $40.00, puts Guy Ritchie’s 
phenomenally successful cinema films under the microscope as well, 
but the papers are not limited to screen adaptations of Holmes. One 
considers his influence on the image of the scientific detective (in the 
series Bones, not shown on a major UK channel), and others look at 
recent attempts to write new stories, by Laurie King, Anthony Horowitz 
and others – but not, oddly, Andrew Lane – and, perhaps more 
interesting, new fiction inspired by Holmes but not actually about him, 
such as Steve Hockensmith’s tales of Big Red and Old Red. Essays that 
particularly appeal to me are those dealing with ‘cinematic tourism’ in 
London, and the sometimes curious editing that Sherlock undergoes to 
render it acceptable to American viewers. 

Joe Riggs is a mentalist, like Derren Brown and the Amazing Kreskin. 
In The Real Sherlock Holmes: The Mysterious Methods and Curious 
History of a True Mental Specialist (MX Publishing; 
£6.99/$9.95/€7.99) he packs a surprising amount of information into 60 
pages. The connection with Sherlock Holmes is actually rather tenuous, 
but Mr Riggs’s exposure of methods used by con artists is valuable, and 
I suspect that if we could follow his own methods for training ourselves 
to observe, to reason and to remember we’d achieve some of the 
qualities that we admire so much in the great detective. 

After submitting her novel Barefoot on Baker Street, Charlotte Anne 
Walters set herself the task of re-reading all the short stories in the 
Canon, one a day, and writing about each of them on the same day for 
her blog at http://barefootonbakerstreet.wordpress.com/. For the book 
publication as 56 Sherlock Holmes Stories in 56 Days (MX Publishing; 
£9.99/$16.95/€12.99) she has added her observations on the four long 
stories. Her remarks are often amusing, occasionally thought-provoking 
(why so little protest about the uncanonical back-story for Mary 
Morstan in Guy Ritchie’s Sherlock Holmes? I suspect it’s because so 
much else in the film is defiantly uncanonical), and always personal and 
entertaining. She seems unaware that the text in the Penguin Complete 
Sherlock Holmes is American, and differs in several instances from 
what was (and ought still to be) the standard British text. And I can 
assure her that marriage between first cousins was and is perfectly 
acceptable in British law – and church law, if it comes to that. Royalties 
from the book go to the Undershaw Preservation Trust. 

In Doctoring the Novel: Medicine and Quackery from Shelley to Doyle 
(Ohio University Press; www.ohioswallow.com; $39.96) Sylvia A 
Pamboukian examines 19th century literature, from Frankenstein to 
the anonymous novel Vernon Galbray, or, The Empiric: The History of 
a Quack Dentist to reveal what she calls “the gray area” between 
legitimate medicine and quackery that exists even today but was 
perhaps more obvious then. The chapter on Conan Doyle is in two 
parts. The second contrasts the evil Dr Grimesby Roylott in ‘The 
Speckled Band’ with the good Dr Watson and almost-doctor Sherlock 
Holmes. The preceding part looks at the novel The Stark Munro Letters, 
which recounts in fictional form the newly qualified Conan Doyle’s 
misadventures with that complex fraud Dr George Turnavine Budd. 
Professor Pamboukian’s book throws light on a strangely neglected 
aspect of Victorian society. 

Candace J Lewis & Roger Donway have edited Saratoga Studies: 
Unraveling Threads from ‘Silver Blaze’ and ‘The Greek Interpreter’ 
(Baker Street Irregulars; www.bakerstreetjournal.com/; $14.95) for the 
Sixtieth Anniversary running at Saratoga Springs of the BSI’s ‘Silver 
Blaze’ race. The stimulating essays in this very nice 76-page volume, 
illustrated in full colour, cover the link between A Study in Scarlet and 
Epsom racecourse, that ‘simple’ calculation about the speed of a train, 
the delay that led to the death of Paul Kratides, the art in the Holmes 



family’s blood, and. the identification of Holmes’s grandmother – the 
last by Roger Donway, who understandably, but to my mind 
mistakenly, believes that Sherlock’s father was raised in the United 
States.  

Don Libey in The Autobiography of Sherlock Holmes ‘by Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Campbell & Lewis, www.libeybooks.com, $15.00) avers that 
the Holmeses had lived for centuries on their estate in Kent. He also 
tells us that Sherlock and Mycroft had another brother, Wittrell, and a 
sister, Juliette (who, improbably, got an ‘Upper First in chemistry at St 
Andrew’s’). We learn that almost everything Dr Watson wrote was in 
some way disguised. Holmes never moved from Montague Street to 
Baker Street. Mrs Hudson was actually Mrs Hunter, the housekeeper 
employed by Holmes’s landlord Mr Arbuthnot. Watson’s only wife was 
Tegan Astley, a cytologist whom he met at Bart’s. The Diogenes Club 
existed before Mycroft was born… Mr Libey gets away with this 
revisionist stuff – most of it – because there is serious thought behind it. 
It’s well written and it’s not just whimsy. The book is apparently only 
the first part of what Holmes intended to write, and it’s short enough to 
leave us wondering what happened next.  

Pilgrims to Switzerland may already have come across Sherlock Holmes 
and The Giessbach Fall by Helmi Sigg (Verlag Agentur Sigg; 
http://agentur.helmisigg.ch/node/23; SFR22.00 + postage – PayPal 
accepted). The novella, presented in both English and German, brings 
back happy memories of the Society’s visit to the Grandhotel Giessbach 
in 1987. I can’t do better than to quote Jonathan McCafferty: 
‘Congratulations are due to Helmi Sigg for a thoroughly entertaining 
Sherlock Holmes pastiche. In Sherlock Holmes and the Giessbach Fall 
Helmi Sigg has achieved the difficult task of recreating the language 
and style of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Even more, he has given the 
Holmesian world a great story in a wonderful setting of the grandest 
hotel in Switzerland at the height of its Victorian magnificence. There is 
much for both the general reader and the Sherlock Holmes enthusiast to 
enjoy in this rich and complex yarn.’  

Very few writers have tried to imagine what sort of things Holmes got 
up to, and what sort of people he met during his years living as the 
disaffected Irish-American, Altamont. He began his ‘pilgrimage’ in 
Chicago, so it’s natural that he would run into Diamond Jim Colosimo’s 
criminal organisation and encounter one of its youngest members, Al 
Capone. Natural too that he would visit the Café de Champion on West 
31st Street, to meet its famous owner, Jack Johnson, the first black 
world heavyweight champion. The great boxer is actually the central 
character in a powerful novel, Anomalous: The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes featuring Jack Johnson and Alphonse Capone by Samuel 
Williams Jr  (MX Publishing, £9.99/$16.95/€12.99). Johnson’s 
turbulent fortunes bring him to London, where two very different 
people, both black, have important rôles to play in a struggle to save 
both Johnson’s life and the security of the realm. You’ll recognise their 
names, I’m sure: Lucy Hebron and Steve Dixie… 

 Also new from MX is a clever tale, though told with many 
Americanisms, Sherlock Holmes and the Element of Surprise: The 
Wormwood Scrubs Enigma by J Andrew Taylor  (£6.99/$9.95/€7.99). 

Next time I’ll review The Adventures of Miss Boston: The First Female 
Detective by Antonin Reschal, translated and introduced by Nina 
Cooper (Black Coat Press; www.blackcoatpress.com; $22.95/£14.99). 

On 20 September, the sale at Freemans Auctioneers of Philadelphia will 
include a collection of Sherlock Holmes books, a letter from Joseph 
Bell, and the manuscript of ‘Mr Sherlock Holmes to His Friends’, 
published as the foreword to The Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes 
(estimate $5,000-$8,000). The catalogue is on-line at 
www.freemansauction.com/asp/searchresults.asp?pg=1&ps=25, and the 
Holmes lots start at Lot 214. 

It’s good to report that Gerald Laing’s magnificent statue of the 
detective, in storage since 2009, has been reinstated in Picardy Place, 
Edinburgh near Conan Doyle’s birthplace. 

The author lived in South Norwood from 1891 to 1894. The South 
Norwood Tourist Board is now offering Conan Doyle Walks – details 
are at www.southnorwoodtouristboard.wordpress.com.  

Ian Payne notes that Shakespeare’s Birthplace Trust (The Shakespeare 
Centre, Henley Street, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 6QW; 
www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html) holds a collection of 
correspondence between Arthur Conan Doyle and Bram Stoker. 

At the recent TV Choice Awards, Sherlock won Best Drama Series, 
and Benedict Cumberbatch was voted Best Actor.  

At 8.45pm on 6 October at The Times Cheltenham Festival, Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Louise Brealey will discuss Sherlock – A Thoroughly 
Modern Victorian. Tickets are available from the Festival website at 
www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/find-events/literature/l053-benedict-
cumberbatch-sherlock-a-thoroughly-modern-victorian.  

And the ‘teaser words’ for Series Three of Sherlock are ‘Rat’, 
‘Wedding’ and ‘Bow’. 

What may be the first UK production of Kate Forgette’s play Sherlock 
Holmes and the Case of the Jersey Lily will be staged by Rochford 
District Players at the Palace Theatre, Westcliff-on-Sea from 3 to 6 
October (01702 351135 or book at https://southendtheatres.org.uk).  

Sherlock Wenlock has been bought for £6,500 by an anonymous 
businessman in Malvern, Worcestershire. The money raised by selling 
the eighty-four statues of the Olympic and Paralympic mascots goes to 
the Mayor’s Fund for London, to help disadvantaged children. 

Anne Baker of 9 Tudor Close, Penkhull, Stoke on Trent, Staffs ST4 
5ER (01782 847284) has a run of back issues of The Sherlock Holmes 
Journal for sale, from 1964 to date, all in very good condition. She asks 
£3.00 - £5.00 for each, plus postage, depending on the age. Some have 
already been sold, but this could be your chance to fill the gaps in your 
collection, at a bargain price. The money goes to the Donkey Sanctuary. 

The Arthur Conan Doyle/Sherlock Holmes Symposium at the Newberry 
Library  in Chicago on 29 September will feature Messrs Lellenberg 
and Stashower talking about ‘Dangerous Work’, Carter Lupton on 
Professor Challenger, and Todd Rosenthal on ‘Recreating Sherlock 
Holmes’s Baker Street’. Admission is free and no reservations are 
required. Details are at www.newberry.org/09292012-arthur-conan-
doyle-sherlock-holmes-symposium.  

W R (Bill) Wagner , who died on 8 August, was the amiable and ever-
supportive husband of the crime historian E J Wagner, author of The 
Science of Sherlock Holmes. Bill Wagner was a Sherlockian, a 
musician, and a nice guy. Our thoughts are with E J.  

The actor William Windom  died on 16 August, aged eighty-eight. In 
2003 he played Dr Watson to David Warner’s Holmes in the California 
Artists Radio Theatre production of Gillette’s Sherlock Holmes. 

Periodicals received. Baker Street Times, September 2012 (British 
Mensa’s Sherlock Holmes Special Interest Group, Neil Matthews, 
SIGSec & Editor, sigsofficer@btopenworld.com). The Camden House 
Journal, August 2012 and September 2012 (The Occupants of the 
Empty House, Debbie Tinsley, PO Box 21, Zeigler, IL 62999, USA). 
The Gaslight Gazette, August 2012 and September 2012 (The 
Survivors of the Gloria Scott, David J Milner, 6 Crowndale Drive, 
Taylors, South Carolina 29687, USA). Ineffable Twaddle, August 2012 
and September 2012 (The Sound of the Baskervilles, Terri Haugen, 
3606 Harborcrest Court NW, Gig Harbor, WA 9832-8981, USA). The 
Irregular Newsletter, August 2012 (The Conan Doyle 
[Crowborough] Establishment, Brian Pugh, 20 Clare Road, Lewes, 
SussexBN7 1PN). The Moor: Magasin för Sherlockianer, August 
2012 (The Baskerville Hall Club of Sweden, Anders Wiggström, 
Byggmästarvägen 29, 168 32 Bromma, Sweden). The Passengers’ Log, 
Autumn & Winter 2012 (The Sydney Passengers, Erin O’Neill, 24 
Karuah Street, Strathfield, NSW 2135, Australia). Report from the 
Unscrupulous Rascals, August 2012 plus supplement Sherlock 
Holmes and Tattoos (The Sherlock Holmes Society of South 
Australia , Mark Chellew, 50 Richmond Ave, Colonel Light Gardens, 
SA 5041, Australia). The Serpentine Muse, Fall 2012 (The 
Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes, Evelyn Herzog, 301 Warren Ave, 
#203, Baltimore, MD 21203, USA).  

And Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, July 2012 and August 
2012 (Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, 
USA; blau7103@comcast.net). 
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