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HOLMES AWAY FROM HOME is the souvenir programme from the centenary 
exhibition held last year at the State Library of Victoria. Jenni Boon ' s 
foreword neatly leads into a consideration of the eternal appeal of Holmes, 
particularly from the Australian viewpoint; then there ' s a short, pleasant 
introduction by Tom Stix (Wiggins of the BSl) that tells the Sherlockian 
nothing he didn ' t know already. The meat of the matter is in the 6 essays, 
particularly Alec H. Chisholm ' s " Conan Doyle in Australia" , a part of ACD ' s 
life that ' s been too little covered over here (Mr Chisholm has whetted my 
appetite for a fuller account), and Derham Groves '  coverage of the early 
theatrical career of Holmes in the antipodes " On Stage in Australia" , which 
reprints fascinating contemporary reviews of SHERLOCK HOLMES and THE 
SPECKLED BAND. Richard Hughes Jr reminisces about his father ' s Sherlock-
ian connections, and there ' s a brief piece by Hughes Sr whose humour falls 
flat for me because of the tired old " let ' s all praise Holmes and denigrate 
Conan Doyle"  stance. John Bennett Shaw has updated his " Basic 100: A 
Sherlock Holmes Library"  (I regret to say that John lists as essential books 
that I haven ' t even seen), and finally Derham Groves rounds the whole, 
thing off neatly in " Conan Among the Barbarians" , a bibliography of Conan 
Doyle ' s Australian visit in 1920/21. In its 60 pages, HOLMES AWAY FROM 
HOME opens up for us an important and otherwise neglected side of the 
careers of SH and ACD. Copies are available from Rupert Books (59 Stone-
field, Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 8TE) at ££££8.50 plus postage. 

Brian Clemens '  play HOLMES & THE RIPPER, based on the Stephen Knight 
theory, is currently on tour. Remaining dates: 20 June, Ashcroft Theatre, 
Croydon; 27 June, New Theatre, Cardiff; 4 July, Key Theatre, Peterborough; 
11 July, Theatre Royal, Norwich; 18 July, Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, Guildford; 
25 July, Royal Theatre, Brighton; 1 August, Churchill Theatre, Bromley; 8 
August, Opera House, Buxton; 15 August, Theatre Royal, Bath. Graham Fisher 
saw the play in Birmingham and calls it " an immensely enjoyable produc-
tion" ; he speaks highly of Francis Matthews & Frank Windsor as Holmes & 
Watson. 

THE PIKESTAFF, newsletter of The Voices of the Whispering Knights (a scion 
of The Praed Street Irregulars) is into its 3rd issue. Production & content 
continue to improve. For information about this interesting society, contact 
Frances Van Antwerp, 73 East Park Street, Westerville, Ohio 4308l, USA. A 
newsletter that ' s started at the top & means to stay there is THE RITUAL, 
from The Northern Musgraves; I ' ve seen less impressive journals. Member-
ship of the NMs is free for the rest of 1988; from 1989 full membership 
will be ££££2.50 p.a., while associate (non-attending) membership will be 
££££1.50. Details from Kathryn White, 149 Myrtle Terrace, Cross Roads, Keigh-
ley, West Yorks BD22 9AJ. Next meeting will be on Saturday 16 July in 
Huddersfield. Details from Kathryn. 

Desmond Tyler has sent me a leaflet for Boots '  new EPOS computerised cash-
desk system; it features a hound in Holmesian costume. Didn ' t anyone catch 
the BBC radio play CONAN DOYLE & THE EDALJI CASE last December? If anyone 
did, please lend or sell me a cassette recording! I ' d also be grateful for a 
recording of last month ' s Radio 4 adaptation of THE HOUND OF THE BASKER-
VILLES (though Grant Eustace tells me there are plans to issue this on 
cassette later in the year). Look out for THE HOUND OF THE H1GG1NBOTTOMS, 
a fantastic literary comedy, on Radio 4 at 3 pm on Wednesday 22 June. 
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Gamers Alliance (PO Box 197, East Meadow, NY 11554, USA) is an internat-
ional network of people " whose passion is in quality games" . The President, 
H.M. Levy, is an active Sherlockian, so there ' s a. strong bias that way, and 
the spring issue of GAMERS ALLIANCE REPORT features 3 new Holmes games. 
Copies are available for $6 postpaid. 

New books: THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED SHERLOCK HOLMES by Conan Doyle 
(Wordsworth Editions, ££££6.99); A SHERLOCK HOLMES COMEDY TRILOGY by Dick 
Charlton (Hanbury Plays, ££££2.50); THE MYSTERY READER ' S WALKING GUIDE TO 
LONDON by A.S. Dale & B.S. Hendershott (Sphere, ££££4.95), and three new paper-
backs from Grafton with cover photos from the Granada TV series: THE 
HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES (££££2.50), THE VALLEY OF FEAR (££££2.50) and THE 
RETURN OF SHERLOCK HOLMES (££££2.95). 

Pam Bruxner offers a warning: the new video releases taken from the Gran-
ada series (see DM 73) have been severely cut about. Caveat emptor. 

David Stuart Davies has drawn my attention to a disturbing report from the 
Daily Telegraph for the 6 May. Michael Hardwick, whose pastiches PRISONER 
OF THE DEVIL and THE REVENGE OF THE HOUND have been hailed as perhaps 
the best ever, has been forbidden by Dame Jean Conan Doyle to publish any 
more pastiches in America, where copyright is still in force. One can app-
reciate Dame Jean ' s wish that people should read the originals rather than 
imitations, but it seems sad when one considers the lengths to which 
Michael has gone to respect the originals. Meanwhile, no doubt, incompetent 
hacks will continue to turn out rubbish like SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE 
TREASURE TRAIN and THE ADVENTURES OF CRE1GHTON HOLMES that serve merely 
to tarnish the image of Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Eric Witney (31 Pentland Avenue, Chelmsford, Essex) makes & repairs clocks. 
He ' s made a couple of attractive wall clocks for me and is prepared to take 
a small number or orders. A gold-outlined, silhouette of Holmes surmounts 
the white-metal dial on a stained plywood background. The movement is 
quartz and gratifyingly accurate. Price is around ££££10. 

J.M.Gibsonrs facsimile of BEETON ' S CHRISTMAS ANNUAL 1887 is now available 
from Rupert Books (address above). It was worth the wait! The thing is (as 
far as 1 can tell - 1 don ' t have an original to compare it with) as near 
perfection as we ' re ever likely to get. All the subtle colours of the cover 
& the adverts have been faithfully reproduced. Even the tone & texture of 
the paper is right. There are only 550 copies, so it ' s not cheap, but in 
years to come you ' ll kick yourselves if you don ' t get one. 

Edward Bawden ' s original linocuts to illustrate the Folio Society edition of 
THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES are currently on show at the Chelmsford & 
Essex Museum, Oaklands Park, Chelmsford, as part of an exhibition devoted 
to the Essex artists John Nash and Edward Bawden. 

Due this month from Simon & Schuster (in America only, at $16.95) is SHER-
LOCK HOLMES & THE CASE OF SAB1NA HALL by L.B. Greenwood, author of SHER-
LOCK HOLMES & THE CASE OF THE RALEIGH LEGACY, (information from Peter 
Blau.) 

I shall be giving an illustrated talk on SHERLOCK HOLMES ON THE SCREEN at 
Churchill Gardens Library in Westminster at 6 pm on Tuesday the 12th July. 
Your support will be appreciated! 

And that ' s the lot for this issue. 


