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Laboromnia, who designed & made the Sherlock Holmes commemorative plate, have now 
produced a bronze head of Holmes, sculpted by Desmond Macnamara. No details of 
size are available, but a photo shows a pensive Holmes, with compressed lips & fur-
rowed, balding brow, smoking a straight pipe. On a Brazilian mahogany base it costs 
£41.50; on a Cumberland greenstone base £44.50. The plate, showing the Frank Wiles 
portrait in sepia surrounded by the standard abbreviations for the 60 cases, the 
whole 270 mm in diameter, costs £19.75 (UK only) or $38US. All prices include postage. 
Laboromnia Ltd, 15 Wallingford Avenue, London W10 6QA. 
 
There was a good article about the Centenary and the Society's dinner in the SUN-
DAY TIMES for 4th January The DAILY MAIL had a shorter piece about the BSI dinner 
on 15th January and one about the Centenary and Sue Brown's work at the Abbey 
National as "Holmes’ Secretary" on the 19th January, I’m told there have been art-
icles about the dinner in the INTERNATIONAL HERALD-TRIBUNE, the DAILY TELE-GRAPH 
and THE INDEPENDENT, but haven't been able to trace them. If anyone has them, I'd 
be grateful for copies. (Thanks to Stephen Farrell, I have spares of the DAILY MAIL 
articles, available to the first claimant.) 
 
The December 1986 issue of THE SMITHSONIAN has a very good & exceptionally well-
illustrated article about the BSI and the Centenary, by Fred Strebeigh. 
 
Further news from David Stuart Davies on the Leslie Bricusse musical (no source 
given for the cutting). Hopes of a premiere at Chichester in April have been dashed 
by Robert Powell's TV commitments; Willie Rushton is still set to play Watson, but 
Powell won't now play Holmes. 
 
After last year's highly successful VICTORIAN FANTASY, the Essex Education Dept. 
and the Colne Valley Railway are planning an EDWARDIAN EXTRAVAGANZA at the 
Railway the 29th/30th September & lst/2nd October, at which top junior pupils are 
invited to meet Edward VII and other notables of the period, to travel by steam & 
to participate in suitable activities (Punch & Judy, Music Hall, photography, 
butter-making, taxidermy, etc.). I'll be there throughout, in the character of Dr 
Watson; other characters are still needed, including Sherlock Holmes, Winston 
Churchill, Lloyd George, Lillie Langtry, Queen Alexandra. Last year's participants 
found it immensely stimulating and enjoyable. If you'd like to be in on it this 
year (for one or more days), write to W.F. Chapman, County Advisory Teacher for 
Humanities & Environmental Education, Meadgate Curriculum Development Centre, 
Mascalls Way, Meadgate Avenue, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. 
 
Is there any truth in the rumour of a projected novel called THE HOUND OF THE 
D'URBERVILLES by "Sir Arthur Conan Hardy"? 
 
Kyle Richardson, who's in contact with Basil Copper, tells me that Academy Pub- 
lishers of Chicago plan to issue further volumes of Copper's Solar Pons stories, 
continuing the series originated by the late August Derleth. More information 
would be welcome. 
 
From John E. Stephenson, more details about the attractive Holmesian sculptures 
available from the Sherlock Holmes Hotel in Baker Street. For £35 each, you can 
have a Holmes figurine, a Watson figurine (both 9” high) or a 6" high bust of Holmes, 
all made of bronzed ceramic resin and each limited to 1500 copies. (Write, if you 
can't get there, to the hotel at Baker Street, London W1M 1LB.) From me: the Kenneth 
More Theatre in Ilford (01-553 4466) will host the Vortex Theatre Company's prod 
uction of THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES by Roger Sansom on the l8th-21st Feb-
ruary. Performances at 8 pm. Tickets £3.25 (£1.75 for children, students & pensioners 
on Wednesday & Thursday).  
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