
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON                     30th July 1986 
 
News from Catherine Cooke. SHERLOCK HOLMES: A CENTENARY CELEBRATION by Allen Eyles now has a price − £10.95. 
Graham Nown' s book from Ward Lock will be published under the unoriginal title ELEMENTARY, MY DEAR WATSON at 
£12.95 in October this year. Severn House have recently issued SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE DEVIL' S FOOT, a selection 
of Sir Arthur' s stories edited and introduced by Peter Haining. The price is £6.95. The book follows Mr H' s earlier 
selection, SHERLOCK HOLMES MEETS THE SUSSEX VAMPIRE, and is presumably aimed at introducing the Master to young 
readers, 
 
World International publishing has produced six very slim volumes in hardback, each selling at 75p, and each 
containing a single canonical adventure, unabridged, with a facile introduction and merely adequate illustrations. Titles 
are THE BOSCOMBE VALLEY MYSTERY, THE ADVENTURE OF THE FIVE ORANGE PIPS. THE ADVENTURE OF THE COPPER 
BEECHES, THE RED−HEADED LEAGUE, THE SPECKLED BAND and SILVER BLAZE. 
 
Derek Hinrich reminds me that the July issue of THE CRICKETER contains an interesting article by Clifford Jiggens, 
" Conan Doyle and His Cricketers" , tracing the use of cricketing names in the canon. 
 
BBC TV is planning a documentary to celebrate the centenary of A STUDY IN SCARLET, concentrating mainly on the 
Holmes Phenomenon and the appreciation societies. Thanks to Catherine Cooke and the Solar Pons Society of London for 
this news. 
 
Stephen Farrell has sent a cutting from the LONDON STANDARD, with the information that the BBC, having failed to 
demolish the Langham Hotel, is preparing to sell that venerable pile. Readers will recall that both Captain Morstan 
and the Count Von Kramm patronised the Langham. 
 
Grant Healey of 23 Stanton Road, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 2LR has issued his second catalogue under the name of 
" 221B Books' . A short but interesting selection and reasonably priced. 
 
Other new editions of the canon have appeared, or are about to. Published this month by Collins in their Gift Classics 
series are THE ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES and THE CASEBOOK OF SHERLOCK HOLMES, priced at £3.95 each. Next 
month Purnell will issue THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES at £2.99. This is described as a " De Luxe Edition" . 
 
Of the Stewart Cowley titles mentioned in the last DISTRICT MESSENGER, featuring Holmes Mouse and Watson Mouse, two 
have been published in Britain by Dean' s International at £1.50 each. These are WHO SPILT THE PAINT? and WHO 
STOLE THE PRIZE? They are very slim books indeed and evidently aimed at the very young reader (or listener). 
 
A further spin−off from YOUNG SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE PYRAMID OF FEAR is now in the shops. Rainbow 
Communications Ltd have issued (I quote from the card in front of me): " Action Packed . . . . .  Thrilling Adventures − 
Dynamic Sound Effects − 24 PAGE BOOK − Filled with full−colour illustrations − and a high−quality READ−ALONG 
CASSETTE − A fun filled experience in music and story − Not original cast and music" , actually the package is very 
nicely done, with a severely simplified storyline very well illustrated with coloured stills from the film; the text of 
the booklet is exactly duplicated on the cassette, which lasts about 30 minutes in all. It' s intended for children, of 
course (Rainbow are experienced in this field, having produced similar spin−offs from STAR WARS, RAIDERS OF THE LOST 
ARK, E.T. and numerous others) but adult recorded−sound fans may well be interested. It' s a bargain, anyway, at £1.99. 
As a bonus, I' ll mention that the disclaimer " not original cast"  isn' t strictly accurate. The narrator on the cassette 
isn' t named, but the voice is unmistakably that of Sir Michael Hordern − and Sir Michael, you will recall, acted as 
narrator in the film, as the voice of the adult Watson. The number is BOW 575. 
 
Finally, Michael Cox tells me that W. H. Allen are prepared to offer a discount of one third off the price of Peter 
Haining'  s THE TELEVISION SHERLOCK HOLMES to members of the Society, provided a bulk order is arranged. The 
Council is seriously considering this offer, which will bring the price down to £10, but it isn' t likely to take effect 
before October. Meanwhile, don' t go paying the full £14.95 when the book is published in August! 
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