
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON        17th February 1986 
 

It never reigns but it paws, as the Lady-in-Waiting said of the libertine King. 

 

From Catherine Cooke, the news that Terence Mustoo & Doug Flack’s enjoyable musical comedy 

SHERLOCK HOLMES IN "THE DEERSTALKER" is to be produced at the Queen’s Theatre in Hornchurch 

sometime around the 13th-27th July. This is the revised version as published by Ian Henry, with 

more songs and fewer bad jokes. Further details as they reach me. Catherine is arranging a "mini-
festival" of Holmes in early May at Marylebone Library, with a film show, courtesy of Stanley 

MacKenzie, a talk by Roger Johnson, and (we hope) a talk by Jeremy Brett, Again, more details later. 

 

Also from Catherine, in late March the National Film Theatre will run a short season of Peter 
Cushing’s films (including the Hammer HOUND) to celebrate the publication of Cushing’s 

autobiography on the 20th. The highlight will be the Guardian Lecture, on the 25th, at which Peter 

Cushing himself will speak and answer questions. This is a rare opportunity to see Cushing, who 

generally keeps himself very much to himself. The lecture starts at 8.45, and tickets are £2.75. 
 

New books. Derek Hinrich tells me that the long-awaited novelisation YOUNG SHERLOCK HOLMES by 

Alan Arnold will be published by Grafton Books on the 27th February at £1.95. On the same day the 
YOUNG SHERLOCK HOLMES STORY BOOK, a large-format paperback, will be published by Grafton at 
£2.95. Also this month, a new "Baker Street Irregulars" novel by Terrance Dicks will be published by 
Blackie at £6.50. This is THE DISAPPEARING DIPLOMAT. In March, Blackie will reissue two of the 
earlier titles in the series: THE MISSING MASTERPIECE and THE CINEMA SWINDLE, also at £6. 50 each. 
These are very enjoyable juvenile detective stories, in which a group of present-day schoolchildren 

successfully apply the Master’s methods. 

 

No date has been given for Webb & Bower’s "dossier" edition of THE VALLEY OF FEAR, edited by Simon 

Goodenough, which will complete the list of the four Long Stories in this format. The price given is 

£9.95. Nor is there a date for SHERLOCK HOLMES: THE MEYRINGEN PAPERS, a "choose your own plot" 
Storytrail adventure by Allen Sharp to be published by Cambridge University Press at £1.25. An 
earlier volume in the series is THE UNSOLVED CASE OF SHERLOCK HOLMES, also by Allen Sharp. Clever 

and good fun. 
 

Seeker & Warburg have announced SHERLOCK HOLMES LETTERS, edited by Richard Lancelyn Green at 

£9.95. Is this a hardback edition of LETTERS TO SHERLOCK HOLMES? Richard, will you enlighten 
us, please? 

 
News continues to trickle through from Magico Magazine, though I'm still awaiting their current 

catalogue. Magico now have available a SHERLOCK HOLMES SCRAPBOOK (no price given) which is 

not to be confused with the Peter Haining anthology: this one really is a scrap-book, for 

pasting scraps in! Talking of Haining, Catherine Cooke tells me that he's preparing a history of 

Sherlock Holmes on television. Title, publisher, date and price are as yet unknown. 

 
Ripperologists should look out for a new novel by Robert Bloch (fated to be known forever as the 

author of PSYCHO). This is NIGHT OF THE RIPPER, published this month by Robert Hale at £9.95. 
 

Stephen Farrell has sent me a curious cutting from the EVENING STANDARD of 10th February. A 

photograph shows a young woman looking apprehensively at the large silhouette of the Master on the 

platform wall at Baker Street Station, and the caption runs: "You know my methods. When I see a 

beautifully incongruous or ironical sight, I like to record it for posterity. This pic captures what 
may or may not be a deliberate joke on the part of London Transport at Baker Street Station where 

the great fiddle-playing, pipe-smoking coke-head Holmes is commemorated on the walls. Lucia 

Hennessey looks on in understandable puzzlement. I’ve heard that there are plans to work the 

Master's name into the latest curious campaign by the Home Office to stop people buying mirrors and 

razor blades. But that, like the Giant Rat of Sumatra, is a story for which the world is not yet 

prepared". 
 

"It is obviously an attempt to convey some secret information..." 
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