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Firstly a reminder that SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE SUMATRAN DEVIL by Philip Pullman is currently 
running at the Polka Children's Theatre in Wimbledon. The play is aimed at children 
between 7 and 12 years old, but no-one's going to mind very such if interested adults 
go on their own account. The Theatre is at 240 The Broadway, Wimbledon, London S.W.19, and 
the box office phone number is 01-543 4888e 

 
On the subject of plays, some of us attended early last year an original musical 
comedy-drama put on by the Chameleons in Upminster. The script has just been published 
and should make very entertaining reading - and it might even persuade some other group 
to produce the play. This is SHERLOCK HOLMES IN "THE DEERSTALKER" by Terence Musto, published 
in January by Ian Henry Publications at £3.50. I haven't get Ian Henry's address to 
hand at the moment, but any good bookshop should be able to get the book for you; I 
shall look for it Samuel French' s when I1 m next in London. 
 
And I shell be in London on Wednesday the 20th of February. The City of Westminster is 
celebrating the 400th anniversary of the granting of its charter, and Marylebone 
Library will be devoting the evening of the 20th to Sherlock Holmes. The Librarian in 
charge (Catherine Cooke) will display the esoteric delights of the Library's Sherlock 
Holmes Collection, and a guest speaker from the Sherlock Holmes Society will give a 
lantern-slide lecture about Sherlock Holmes and Arthur Conan Doyle. Oh, all right, I 
shall be giving the talk. You probably won’t hear anything you haven't heard before, 
but I think you'll find it entertaining, and I'm always grateful for support. 
 
Another book just out is a new pastiche called TEN YEARS BEYOND BAKER STREET by Cay Van Ash. Mr 
Van Ash was a friend and admirer of Sax Rohmer (he wrote his biography, MASTER OP VILLAINY, 
which is well worth reading), so you won't be surprised to learn that in this new 
adventure Holmes finds himself up against the embodiment  ©f the Yellow peril, Dr Fu-
Manchu himself. The publisher is Futura and the price £2.50. 
 
Interesting that, as on at least three occasions Holmes's disciple Solar Pons 
encountered the fiendish Oriental mastermind. (See "The Adventure of the Camberwell 
Beauty",  "The Adventure of the Praed Street Irregulars" and "The Adventure of the 
Seven Sisters".) 
 
Finally (not a lot of news around at the moment, is there?) the "dossier" edition of 
THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES which was announced for publication last year is new due out in 
March, This will consist of facsimiles of Dr Watson's original notes on the case, 
together with diary entries, newspaper reports, telegrams, and even material clues - 
though I doubt somehow that Sir Henry's boot will be included. The publishers, Webb & 
Bower, produced an edition in similar style  of A STUDY IN SCARLET a couple of years ago 
and intended to follow it up with THE SIGN OF FOUR, but that seems to have been postponed 
indefinitely. STUD is still available, at £10.95 (or you may be lucky, like me, and 
find a copy in s book sale); HOUND will actually be cheaper, at £9.95. The man who 
compiled these dossiers, and whose idea it all was, is Simon Goodenough. He deserves a 
bit of credit. 
 
Well, that's all for the moment. As always, information for the Grapevine will be 
very welcome. And can anyone think of a better name for these newsletters? The best I 
can come up with is "Langdale Pike", and I'm not really happy with it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PS: Just to hand is the information that the Webb & Bower "dossier" edition of THE SIGN 
OF FOUR is due to be published on the 21st of March at £9.95. Forthcoming from W.H. 
Allen (no date) at £8.95 is a book entitled SHERLOCK HOLMES AT THE 1902 FIFTH TEST. No 
further details at present. For anyone who hasn't got a handy edition of the Canon, Hamlyn 
has published THE COMPLETE SHERLOCK HOLMES in one volume at only £4.95. The paper is rough 

 


